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NvMB.54. SATVKDJLY^Sejlttefnicr 22y 1750* 

^rudftur digs tUe^ 
Jfovaque pergunt imterire lttii£ ; 

7ufecanda marmora 
Locax fith ipfumfumut^etftpulchri 

Immcmor^ruix dumos, HoRt 

Day prdfeson the heels of day, 

And moons increafe to their decay ; 

But yoii, with thoughtlefs pride elate« 

Unconfcious of impending fate. 

Command the pillar'd dome to rii«, 

When k> ! ihy tomb forgotten lies. Francis. 

ro the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

1HAVE lately been called, from a mingled 
life of bufinefs and amufement, to attend the 
laft hours of an old friend ; an office which has fill- 
ed me, if not 'with melancholy, at lead with ferious 
leflefUons, and turned my thoughts towards the 
contemplation of thoi'e fubjeds, which, thougl) of 
the utmoll importance, and of indubitable cer- 
Vpt. IJ. A U\at'^^ 



tainty, are generally feclu^ed from our regard, by 
the jollity of health, the hurry of employment, and. 
even by the calmer diverfions of iludy and fpecu- 
lation ; or if they become accidental topicks of 
eorverfation and at^ment, yet rarely fink dnp 
into the heart, hut give oecafion only to fome fub- 
tilties of reafoning, or eicgancies of declamation, 
%hich are heard, applauded, and forgotten. 

It is, indeed, not hard to conceive how a man 
aceuftomed to extend his views through a long 
ddiicatenation of (!aufes and effe^a, to trace things 
from their origin to their period, and compare 
means with ends, may difcover the weaknefa of 
human fchemes j deleft the fallacies by which 
mortals are deluded ; (hew the infufficiency of 
■wealth, honours, and power, to real happinefs ; 
and pleafe himfelf, and bis auditors, with learned 
hftures on the vanity of life. 

But though the fpcculatill may fee and ftiew the 
folly of terrellrial hopes, fears, and defires, every 
hour will give proofs that he never felt it. Trace 
liim through the day or year, and you will find 
him ading upon principles which he has in com- 
mon with the illiterate and unenlightened, angry 
and pleated Uke the loweft of the vulgar, purfuing', 
with the lame ardour, the iame defigns, grafping, 
with alt the eagemefs of tranfport, thofe riches 
which he knows he cannot keep, and fwelKng 
with the apptaufe which he has gained by proving 
that applaufe is of no value. 

■ Tlie only conviftlon that rulhea Upon the fotil, 

and takes atfay from our appetites and paiTionE the 

power of icMancc, is to be found, where I have 

received 



THI RAMBLER* 3 

received it, at the bed of a dying friend. To en- 
ter tliis fchool of wifdom is not the peculiar privi- 
lege of geometricians ; the moft fublime and im- 
portant precepts require no uncommon opportuni- 
ties, nor laborious preparations ; they are enforc- 
ed without the aid of eloquence, and undcrilood 
without (kill in analytick fcicnce. Every tongue 
can utter them, and every underftanding cair con- 
ccive them. He that wiflies in earneft to obtain 
juft fentiments concerning his condition, and would 
i)e intimately acquainted with the world, may iind 
inftrudliona on every fide. He that dtfires to en- 
ter behind the fcene, which every art has been em- 
ployed to decorate, and every paflion labours to 
iUuminate, and wi(hes to fee life It ripped of tliofe 
ornaments which make it glitter on the ilage^ 
and expofed in its natural meannefs, impotence, 
and nakednefs, may find all the deludon laid open 
in the chamlier of difcafe ; lie will there find vani- 
ty diveiled of her robl?8, power deprived of her 
fccptre, and hypocrify without her ma(k. 

The friend whom I have loil was a man eminent 
for genius, and, like others of the fame clafs, fuf- 
iiciently pleafed with acceptance and applaufe. 
fieing carcfftd by thofe who have preferments and 
riches in their difpofal, he confidercd himfelf as in 
the dire6i road of advancement, and had caught 
the flsime of ambition by approaches to its obje6l. 
But in the midil of his hopes, his projcdls and his 
gaieties, he was feized by a lingering dileafe, 
which, from its firfl ftage, he knew to be incurable. 
Here was an end of all his vifions of greatnefs and 
happinc^ $ from the firlt hour that his health de- 

A 2 ^\\ssl\^ 



4 THt RAMBLEfti.- 

dinccl, all his former pleafures grew taftelefs. li 
friends expe6led to pleafe him by thofe accoim 
of the growth of his reputation, which were fo 
merly certain of being well received ; but th< 
foon found how little he was now affef^ed by con 
pliments, and how vainly they attempted, t 
flattery, to exhilarate the languor of weaknef 
and relieve the folicitude of approaching deatl 
Whoever would know how much piety and vi: 
tue furpafs all external goods, might here ha\ 
feen them weighed again d each other, where a 
that gives motion to the a6^ive, and elevation t 
the eminent, all that fparkles in the eye of hop< 
and pants in the bofom of ambition, at once b< 
came dud in the balance, without weight and vritl 
out regard. Riches, authority, and praife, lo 
all their influence when they are confidered j 
riches which to-morrow (hall ht beftowed upc 
another, authority which (hall this night expi: 
for ever, and praife which, however merited, i 
however £ncere, ftiall, after a few moments, I 
heard no more. 

In thofe hours of fcrioufnefs and wifdom, m 
thing appealed to raife his fpirits, or gladden h 
heart, but the recolleftion of aAs of goodnefs, d< 
to excite iii^ attention, but fome opportunity f 
the exercife of the duties of religion. Every thir 
that terminated on this fide of the grave was r 
ceived with coldnefsand indifference, and regards 
rather in cbftiequence of thfe habit of valuing : 
than from any opinion that it dcferved value ; 
had little more prevalence over his mind than 
bubble that was now btiokeo, a dreimi from whi< 

] 



THE ILAM»LE&. 5 

he was'awakc. -Hia whole powers were cngroffed 
by the confideration of another ilate, and all con- 
verfation was tedious, that had not fome tendency 
to difengage him from human affairs, and to open 
his profpeSs into futurity. 

It is now pall, we have clofed his eyes, and 
heard him breathe the groan of expiration. At 
the fight of this laft cunfli^l, I felt a fenfatioa 
oever known to me before ; a cunfufion of puifions, 
an awful ftilnefs of forrow, a gloomy terrour with- 
out a name. The thoughts that entered my foul 
were too ftrong to be diverted and too piercing to 
be endured ; but fuch violence cannot be lailing, 
the ftorm fubfided in a (hurt time, I wept, retired, 
ind grew calm. 

I have from that time frequently revolved in my 
mind, the effedls which the obfervation of death 
produces, in thofe who are not wholly without the 
power and ufe of reflcdlion ; for by far the greater 
part it is wholly unregarded, their friends and their 
enemies fink into the grave without laifing any 
uncommon emotion, or reminding them that they 
arc themfelves on the edge of the precipice, ar.d 
that they muft foon plunge into the gulph of eter- 
nity. 

It feems to me remarkable that death increafes 
our veneration for the good, and extenuates our 
hatred of the bad. Thofe virtues which once we 
envied, as Horace oLfeives, becaufe they ecHpfed 
our own, can now no longer obilruA our rcputa- 
iioD, and we have therefore no intercft lo fupprcfs 
their praife. That wickednefs, wliich we feared 
fcr iU malignity, is now become impotent, and the 

A z TO.3.13L 



itizii Wlidft mncCe ISM m wicii *alann, tnd ngr^ 
and mdignatidn, <:an at lait be copSidcrcd 'onI|f 
wrth pity, or contempt. 

Wh^h a ft«tod is carried to Ins' graTc, we at 
once find excufes for every -WeaknefiBy and pallia-^ 
^ions of erery faiilt $ we collet a thou&nd en« 
dearments, ^I^Kich before glided off our lininds 
without in/rp^effioity a thoufaifd favours unrepaidy a 
thoufand duties titlJ>eifotmedi and wifh, Tainly wifh 
for his retuni, not fo much that we may recdvcy 
as that we may beftoW happinefs, and recompence 
that kindnefs which before we never underilood. ^ 

There is not, perhaps, to a mind well niflru6led» 
a more painful occurrence, than the death of one 
whom we have injured without reparation. Our 
crime feems how irretrievable, it is indeHbly record- 
ed, and the flamp of fate is fixed upon it. We 
confider, with the moft afflidive anguifh, the pais 
which we have given, and now cannot alleviate, and 
the loffes which we have caufed> and now cannot 
irepair. 

Of the fame kind are the emotions which ihc 
death of an emulator 0r competitor produces. 
Whoever had qualities taal^Fmour.jealoufy^ .had 
excellence to deferve our fondnefs, and to whatever 
i^rdonr of oppofition intereft may . inflame us, no 
man ever ditdlived an enemy, whom he did not 
jthen wifh to have made a ^iend. IThofe v^o ar«- 
verfed in literary hiftory know that the elder Scali* 
^r was the redoubted antagonift of Cardan and 
£rafmu8 ; yet at the death of eoch oi his great 
rivals he relented, and complied that they were 

fnatched 



fnatched away from him before their reconciliatioii 
was completed. 

Tuneetiam morerh? Ah / ptiJ me Imquis^ Er^rfiiu^ 
Ante meus quamjit coneiliatye amor ? 

Art thon too fkll*n ? ere anger coold fnWide 
And love return, has great Erafmut died ? 

Such are the fentimcnU with which we finally re- 
view the effe6b of pafflon, btit which we fometimes 
delay till we can no longer recUfy our errors. Let 
us therefore make hafte to do what we (hall certain- 
ly at laft wifh to have done ; let* us return the ca- 
refies of our friends, and endeaTour by mutual en- 
dearments to heighten that tendemefs which is 
the balm of life. Let us be quick to repent of 
injuries while ' repentance may not be a barren an- 
guifhy and let us open our eyes to every rival ex- 
cellesQe, and pay early and willingly thofe honours 
which juftice will compel us to pay at laft. 

Athanatus* 
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Numb. 55. Tuesday, September z^y i750» 

Maturo propior define funeri 

Inter ludere virginef^ 
Etjlellis maculam fpargere candidis : 

Nun Jiq^id Pholoen fatis 
Et te.Cbhrhdecet.^'—^ HoR. 

Now near to death that comes hut jQow, 

Now thou art ftepping down helow ; 

Sport not amongft the blooming maids, 

But think on ghofts and empty ihades : 

What fuits with Phd^e in her bloom. 

Gray Cblaru^ will not thee become ; 

A bed is different from a tomb. Crcec 
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SIR,. 

I HAVE been but a little time converfant in the 
world, yet I have already had frequent op- 
portunities of obferving the little efficacy of remon- 
llrance and complaint, which, however extorted by 
oppreffion, or fupported by reafon, are detefted 
by one part of the world as rebellion, cenfured by 
another as peevifhnefs, by fome heard with an ap- 
pearance of compaflion, only to betray any of 
thofe fallies of vehemence and refentment, which 
are apt to break out upon encouragement, and by 
others paffed over with indifference and negledl, as 
matters-jn which theyhave no concern, and which 
if they (hould endeavour to examine or regulate, 
they might draw mifchief upon ihemfclves. 



THE RAMBIBR. 9 

Yet fince it is no lefs natural for thofe who think 
themfelves injured to complain, than for others to 
negle^ their complaints^ I (haU venture to lay my 
cafe before you, in hopes that you will enforce my 
opinion, if you think it juit, or endeavour to rec- 
tify my^fentiments, if I am miftaken. I expe£l at<* 
leaft, that you will diveft yourfelf of partiality, and 
that whatever your age or folemnity may be, you 
will not, with the dotard's infolence, pronounce me 
ignorant and fooliih, perverfe and refra£iory, on- 
ly becaufe you perceive that I am young. 

My father dying when I was but Vsn years old» 
left me, and a brother two years younger than my** 
felf, to the care of xiiy mother, a woman of birth 
and education, whdfe prudence of virtue he had no 
reafon to diftruil. She fdt, fdr fome time, all the 
ibrrow which nature calls fokth, upon the final 
feparatton of perfons dear to one another ; and as 
her grief was exhaufted by its own violence, it (hb" 
fided into tendemefs for toe arid my brother, and 
the year ofmoumingwasfpentin care&s, eonfok* 
tionS) and inflru6kion, in cdebration of my father's 
virtues, in profeflions of perpetual regard to his 
memory, and hourly inftances of fuch foodnefs at 
gratitude will not eafUy fuffer me to forget. 

But when tiie term of this mournful £elicity was 
expired y and my mother appeared agsin without 
the enfigns of forrow, the ladies of her acquain- 
tance began to tell her, upon whatever motives^ 
that it was time to live like t)ie reil of the world ; 
a powerful argument, which is fddora ufed to a 
woman without efFe^. Lady Giddy was incef* 
{antly rdating the occurrences of the town, and 

Mrs 
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Mis. Gravely told her privately, with great ten- 
dernefs, that it began to be publickly obferved how 
niuch (he over-afted her part, and that moft of 
her acquaintance fufpedled her hope of procuring 
another hufband to be the true ground of all that 
appearance of tendemefs and piety. 

All the officioufnefs of kindnefs and folly was 
bufied to change her conduct. She was at one 
time alarmed with cenfure, and at another fired 
with praife. She was told of balls, where others 
fhone only becaufe (he was abfent ; of new co- 
medies, to which all the town was crowding 5 and 
of many ingenious ironies, by which domeftick di- 
ligence was made contemptible. 

It is difficult for virtue to ftand alone agamft. 
fear on one fide, and pleafure on the other ; efpeci- 
ally when no a£lual crime is propofed, and pru- 
dence itfelf can fuggeft many reafons for relaxation 
and indulgence. My mamma was at laft perfuad- 
cd to accompany Mrs. Giddy to a play. She was 
received with a boundlefs prof u (ion of compli- 
ments, and attended home by a very fine gentle- 
man. Next day (he was with lefs difficulty pre- 
vailed on to play at Mrs. Gravely 's, and came 
home gay and lively ; for the diftindions that had 
been paid her awakened her vanity, and good luck 
had kept her principles of frugality from giving 
her difturbance. She now made her fecond en- 
trance into the world, and her friends were fuffici- 
cntly induflrious to prevent any return to her for- 
mer life ; every morning brought meffages of in- 
vitation, and every evening was paffed in places of 
divcrfion, from which (he for fome time complained 

that 
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that Ihe had rather be abfent. In a (hort time (he 

^beganto feel the happinefs ofading without con- 

trouli of being unaccountable for her houra, her 

, cxpencesy and her company ; and learned^ by de^ 

greesy to drop an expreffion of contempt, or pity« 

at the mention of ladies whofe hulbands were fuf- 

. pe6^ed of reftraining their pleafures or their play> 

and confeiTed that (he loved to go and come as (he 

pleafed. 

I was ftill favoured with fome incidental pre- 
cepts and tranfient endearments) and was now and 
then fondly ki(fed for fmiHng like my papa : but 
molt part of her morning was fpent in comparing 
the opinion of her maid and milliner^ contriving 
fome variation in her drefs, vifiting (hops, and fend- 
ing compliments ; and the reft of the day was to^ 
(hort for vifits, cards, plays, and concerts. 

She now began to difcover that it was impodible 
to educate children properly at home. Parents 
could not have them always in their light ; the 
fociety of fervants was .contagious ; company pro- 
duced boldnefs and fpirit ; emulation excited inw 
duftry ; and a large fchool was naturally the firil 
ftep into the open world. A thouiand other 
reafons (he alledged, fome of little force in thenv- 
felves, but fo well feconded by pleafure, vanity^ 
and idlenefs, that they foon overcame all the re^ 
maining principles of kindnefs and piety, 9u4 
both I and my brother were difpatclied to boardi- 
ing-fchools. 

How my mamili3 fpent her tim^ when (he \vm 
tlius di(burthened I am not able to inform you, but 
I have reafon to believe that trifles and amndement;^ 

took 
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took ftiU fefter hold of her hearL At firfl, (he vi- 
-fited me at fchool, and afterwards wrote to me ^ 
but in a (hort time, both her vilits and her letters 
'-were at an end, and no other notice was taken of 
me than to remit money for my fupport. 

When I came home, at the vacation, I found 
myfclf coWiy received, with an obfervation, ** that 
•* this girl will prefently be a woman.'* I was^ 
after the ufual flay, fent to fchool again, and over- 
heard my mother fay, as I was a-going, '* Well, 
** now I (hall recover.*' 

In fix months more I came again, and with the 
isfual childi(h alacrity, was running to my mother'^ 
embrace, when (he fiopt me with exclamations at 
the fuddennefs and enormity of my growth, hav- 
ing, (he faid, never feen any body ihoot up fb 
much at my age. She was fure no other girk 
fpread at that rate, and ihe hated to* have chil- 
dren look Uke women before their time. I was 
difconcerted, and retired without hearing any 
thing more than, "Nay, if you are angry, ina-> 
*• dam Steeple, you may walk off," 

When once the forms of civility are violated^ 
there remains little hope of return to kindnefs or 
decency. -My mamma made this appearance of 
•refentment a reafon for continuing her maHgnity, 
and poor Mifs Maypok, for that was my appel- 
lation, was never mentioned or fpoken to but with 
*^me expreiiion of anger or diflike. 

She had yet the pleafure of dreffing me like a 
•child, and I know not when I (hould have been 
thought fit to change my habit, had I not been 
irefcuedby-a-Biaiden li^ of my fether, wha could 
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aoC bear to fee t^rodien in hanging^jQeeTeSy and 
therefore prefented mc with brocade for a gown, 
for which I fhould have thought myfelf under great 
obHgations, had (he not accompanied her favour 
with feme hints that my mamma might now con- 
£der her age> and give me her ear-rings, which 
{be had ihewn long enough in publick places* 
' I now left the fchool and came to five with my 
nrnnnna who confidered me as an ufurper that had 
feized the rights of a woman before they were diie, 
and was puihing her down the precipice of age, 
that I might reign without a fuperior. While I 
am thus beheld with.jealoufy and fufpicion, you 
will readily believe that it is difficult to pleafe* 
Every word and look is an offence. I never fpeak, 
but I pretend to fome qualities and excellencies^ 
which it is criminal to poffefs ; if I am gay, (he 
thinks it early enough to coquette ; if I am grave, 
flie hates a prude in bibs ; if I venture into com- 
pany, I am in hafte for a hufband ; if I retire to 
my chamber, fuch matron-like ladies are lovers of 
contemplation, I am on one pretence or other 
generally excluded from her aifemblies, nor am I 
ever fuffered to vifit at the fame place with my 
mamma. Every one wonders why fhe does not 
bring Mifs more into the world, and when fhe 
comes home in vapours, I am certain that fhe has 
heard either of my beauty or my wit, and expeft 
nothing for the enfuing week but taunts and 
menaces, contradidion and reproaches. 
• Thus I Eve in a flate of continual perfccution, 
only becaufe I was born ten years tpo foon, and 
cannot ftop the courfe of nature or of time, but 
Vol. II, £ am 
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am unhappily a woman before my mc^her ^an wil- 
lingly ceafe to be a girL I believe you would 
contribute to the happinefs of many families^ if, by 
any arguments or perfuafions, you could make 
mothers afhamed of rivalling their children; if 
you could (hew them, that though they may rc- 
fufe to grow wife, they muft inevitably grow old; 
and that the proper folaces of age arc not mufick 
and compliment?, but wifdom and devotion ; that 
thofe who are fo unwilling to quit the world will 
foon be diiven from it ; and that it is therefore 
their intereft to retire while there yet remain a 
few hours for nobler employments. 

I am, &c« 



Numb, s^* Saturday, Septemher^ 29, 1750. 

'Valeat res lud'tcra,Jt me Ho». 



Palma negata mdcrum^ donata reducit opimum. 

Farewell the ftage ; for humbly I difclaim 

Such fond purfuits of pleafure, or of fame. 

If I muft fink in Ihame, or fwell with pride, j 

As the gay palm is granted or denied. Francw- I 

NOTHING is more unpleafing than to find 
that offence has been received when none 
was intended, arid that pain has been given to thofe 
' who were not guilty of any provocation. As the 
gieat endof fociety ismutualbeneficence,agood man 

if 
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H dlw^ys uneafy when lie finds himfclf acting; in 
oppolition to the purpofcs of life ; bccaiifc tl::>r.;'l» 
his confciencc may eafily acquit hi!n df w.'V.v- 
frfpenj'ej of fettled hatred or coii-.rivances (^f niif- 
Alef, yet he feldoni can be rertain, thnt he li'is 
not failed by negligence, or ind(#lctK'e ; that he 
lasnot been hindered from confulting the common 
iatereil by too mucli regard to liifi own calc, or 
too much indifference to tlie liappiritis of others. 
Nor is it neccffary, that, to feel this iinc::lir.t*!s, 
the mind fhould be extended to any great d:tTiilion 
of generofity, or melted by uncommon warmth oif 
bcncvoltnce ; for that prudence which the world 
tachcs, and a quick fenfibility of private intercity 
vill dire6t us to (hun needlefs enmities ; fmce 
there is no man whofe kindnefs we may not fomi* 
tmc want, or by whofe malice we may not fomc 
time fufier. 

1 have therefore frequently looked with wonder, 
aid xiijvr and then with pity, at the thoughilc(huf> 
with which fome alienate from then.ielves the 
ifiitclions of all whom chance, bnnnefs, or incli- 
utioHy brings in their way. When we fee a man 
parfuing fome darling intered, without much re- 
gard to the opinion of the world, we juftly con- 
£der him as corrupt and dangerous, but are not 
long in difcovcring his motives ; we fee him nctii- 
itcd by paflions which arc hard to be refiiKd, imd 
deluded by appearances v/hicli liave tlaz/kd 
ftionger cyts. But the greater part of thol- 
who fct mankind at defiance by hourly irritation, 
»d who live but to infuic malignity and n\uhiply 

li 2 cncnu;.."«, 
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enemies, have no hopes to foilfer, no defigns 't» 
promote, nor any expectations of attaining power 
by infolence, or of climbing to greatnefs by tramp* 
ling on others. They give up ?ill the fweets of 
kindnefs, for the fake of peevilhnefs, petulance, or 
gloom ; and alienate the wodd by negle^ of the 
common forms of civility, and breach of the eftak 
bliHied laws of converfation. 

Every one mud, in the walks of life, have met 
with men of whom all fpeak with cenfure, though 
they are not chargeable with any crime, and whom 
none can be perfuaded to love, though a reafoa 
can fcarcely be aifigned why they fhould be hated ; 
and who. if their srood qualities and actions fome- 
times fon:e a commendation, have their pan^gyrick 
always concluded vnth confeffiona of difjpA;: 
*' he is a good man, but I cannot like him*'* 
Surely fuch perfons have fold the eftcem of tin,e 
world at too low a price, fince they have loft one 
of the rewards of virtue, without gaining the 
profits of wickednefs. 

This ill oeconomy of fame is fometimes the ef- 
feft of ftupidity. Men whofe perceptions arc 
languid and iluggifh, who lament nothing but lob 
of money, and feel nothing but a blow, are often 
at a difficulty to guefs why they are encompaifed 
with enemies, though they negleft all thofe arts 
by which men are endeared to one another. They 
comfort themfdves that they have Hved irreproach- 
ably ; that none can charge them, with having 
endangered his life, or diminished his pofie£Bon« ; 
and therefore conclude that they fufFer by fome 
invincible fatality, or impute the malice of their 

neighbours 
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neighbours to ignorance or envy. They wrap/ 
themfelves up in their innocence, and enjoy the 
congratulations of their own hearts, without 
knowing or fufpefting that they are every day de- 
fcrvedly incurring refentments, by withholding 
from thofe with whom they converfe, that regard, 
or appearance of regard, to which every one is 
entitled by the cuftoms of the world. 

There are many injuries which almoft every 
man feels, though he does not complain, and 
which, upon thofe whom virtue, elegance or 
▼anity, have made delicate and tender, fix deep 
smd tailing imprefiions ; as there are many arts of 
gracioufnefs and conciliation, which are to be 
praAifed without expence, and by which thofe 
may be made our friends, who have never received 
from us any real benefit. Such arts, when they 
include neither guilt nor meannefs, it is furely 
reafonable to learn ; for who would want that love 
which is fo eafily to, be gained ? And fuch injuries 
are to be avoided ; for who would be hated with- 
out profit ? 

Some, indeed, there are, for whom the excufe 
of ignorance or negligence cannot be alledged, 
becaufe it is apparent that they are not only care* 
lefs of pleafing, but ftudious to offend ; that they 
contrive to make all approaches to them difficult 
and vexatious, and imagine that they aggrandize 
themfelves by wafting the time of others in ufelefs 
attendance, by mortifying them with flights, and 
teazing them with affronts. 

Men of this kind are generally to be found 
9imong thofe. that have not mingled mu^h in gene- 

P3 ^^ 
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ral converfation, but fpent their Kves amidft the 
obfcquioufnefs of dependents and the flattery of 
parafites ; and by long confulting only their own 
inclination, have forgotten that otliers have a claim 
to the fame deference. 

Tyranny thus avowed, is indeed an exuberance 
of pride, by which all mankind is fo much enraged^ 
that it is. never quietly endured, except in thofe 
who can reward the patience wliich they exa6l ; 
and infolence is generally furrounded only by fuch 
whofc bafenefs inchnes diem to think nothing in- 
fupportable that produces gain, and who can 
laugh at fcurrility and rudenels with a luxurious 
table and an q^pen purfe. 

But though all wanton provocations and con« 
temptuous infolence are to be diUgently avoided, 
there is no lefs danger in timid comphance and 
tame refignation. It is common for foft and fear- 
ful tempers, to ^ve themfelvcs up implicitly to 
the direction of the bold, the turbulent, and the 
overbearing ; of thofe whom they do not be- 
lieve wifer or better than themfelves ; to recede 
from the bell defigns where oppofition mull be 
encountered, and to fall off from virtue for fear of 
ccnfure. 

Some firmnefs and refolution is neceflary to the 
difcharge of duty ; but it is a very unhappy Hate 
of life in which the neceflity of fuch ftruggles fre- 
quently occurs ; for no man is defeated without 
lome refentmcnt, which will be continued with 
obilinacy while he believes himfelf in the right, 
and cxeited with bitternefs, if even to his own 
convi^ion he is dete&ed in the ^Toug. 

Even 
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Evca though no regard be h^d to the external 
confequences of contrariety and difpute,, it muft be. 
painfvd to a worthy mind to put others in pain,. 
and there will be danger left the kindeft nature 
may be vitiated by too long a cuftom of debate 
and conteft. 

I am afraid that I may be taxed with infeniibi-. 
lity by many of niy correfpondentsj who believe 
their contributions unjuftly negledied. And in-. 
deed when I fit before a pile of papers^ of which 
each is the produdlion of laborious ftudy» and the 
offspring of a fond parent^ I, who know the pafn 
iions of an author, cannot remember how long 
they have lain in my boxes unregarded, .without 
imagining to myfelf the various changes of forrow, 
impatience, and refcntment, which the writers 
mufl have felt in this tedious interval. 

Thefe reflediions are ftill more awakened, when^ 
upon perufal, I find fome of them calling for a 
place in the next paper, a place which they have 
never yet obtained ; others writing in a ftyle qf 
fuperiority and haughtinefs, as fecure of deference^ 
and above fear of criticifm ; otlyrs humbly ofFer- 
bg their weak afiiftance with foTtnefs and fubmif- 
lion, which they believe impoflible to be refifted ; 
fome introducing their compofitions with a menace 
of contempt, which he that refufes them will in- 
cur ; others applypg privately to the bookfellers 
for their intereil and folicitaticm, every one by 
different ways endeavouring to fecure the blifs pf 
publication. I cannot but confider myfelf as 
placed in a very incommodious fituation^ where X 
am forced to reprefs confidence^ which it is pleaf- 

ing 
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ing to indulge, to repay civilities with appear* 
ances of neglcft, and fo frequently to offend thofe 
by whom I never was offended. 

I know well how rarely an author, fired with 
die beauties of his new compofition, contains his 
raptures in his own bofom, and how Daturally he 
imparts to his friends his expedhitions of renown ; 
and as I can eafily conceive the eagemefs with 
which a new paper is fnatched up, by one who 
ex pedis to find it filled with his own produ6lion, 
and perhaps has called his companions to fhare 
the pleafure of a fecond perufal, I grieve for the 
difappointment which he is to feel at the fatal in- 
fpedion. His hopes however do not yet forfakc 
him ; he is certain of giving luftre the next day. 
The next day comes, and again he pants with 
expeftation, and having dreamed of laurels and 
ParnafTus, cafts his eyes upon the barren page with 
which he is doomed never more to to be delighted. 

For fuch cruelty what atonement can be made ? 
For fuch calamities what alleviation can be found ? 
I am afraid that the mifchief already done mud 
be without repaiation, and aU that deferves my 
care is prevention for the future. Let therefore 
the next friendly contributor, whoever he be, ob- 
ferve the cautions of Swift j and write fecretly in 
his own chamber, without communicating his 
defign to his neareft friend, for the nearefl friend 
will be pleafed with an opportunity of laughing. 
Let him carry it to the poll himfelf, and wait in 
iilence for the event. If it is publifhed and praif- 
cd, he may then declare himfelf the author : if it 
Jjc fuppreffed, he may wonder in private without 
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much' Tcxatioii ; and if it be cenfured> he ntiiy 
join in the cry, and lament the didnefs of the 
wriung generation. 



Numb. 57. Tuesday, OSober 2, 1750. 

Non inidligunt bomines quam magnum veHigalJit pafJtmMUK^ 

Toll. 

The world has not jet learned the riches o£ frugality^ 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

I AM always pleafed when I fee literature made 
ufefuly and fcholars defcending from that eleva«« 
lion, which, as it raifes them above common \&z^ 
Riuft Kkewife hinder them from behol^ng the ' 
•ways of men otherwife than in a cloud- ^of buftle 
and confuiion* Having lived a life of bufinefs, 
and remarked how feldom any occurrences emerge 
for which great ^qualities are required, I have 
learned the necelfity of regarding little things, and 
though I do not pretend to give laws to the leg^f* 
lators of mankind) or to limit the range of thofc 
powerful minds that carry light and heat through 
all the -regions of knowledge, yet I have long 
thought, that the greatelt part of thofe who loiit 
themfelves in ^ludies^ by which X have not found 
that they grow much wifer, might, with more 
advantage both to the publick and themfelves» 
apply their underfiandings to domeftick arts, and 

ftorc 
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flore their minds with axioms of humble prudence 
and private cccon'omy. 

Your late paper on frugality was very elegant 
and pleafing, but, in my opinion, not fufficiently 
adapted to common readers, who pay little regard 
to the mufick of periods, the artifice of connec- 
tion, or the arrangement of the flowers of rheto- 
rick ; but require a few plain and cogent inftruc- 
tions, which may fink into the mind by their own 
weight. 

Frugality is fo neceffary to the happinefs of the 
world, fo beneficial in its various forms to every 
rank of men, from the higKeil of human poten- 
tates, to the Joweft. labourer or artificer ; and the 
miferies which the negleA of it produces are fo 
numerous and fo grievous, that it ought to be re- 
commended with every variation of addrefs, and 
adapted to every clafs of underftanding. 

Whether thofe who treat morals as a fciencc 
will allow frugality to be numbered among the 
virtues, I have not thought it neceflary to enquire. 
For I, who draw my*opinions from a careful ob- 
fervation of the world, am fatisBed with know- 
ing, what is abundantly fufficient for pra6kice, 
that if it be not a virtue, it is, at leaft, a quality 
which can feldom exift without fome virtues, and 
without which few virtues can exift. Frugality 
may be termed the daughter of Prudence, the 
fitter of Temperance, and the Parent of Liberty. 
He that is extravagant vrill quickly become poor, 
and poverty will enforce dependence, and invite 
corruption ; it will almoft always produce a pafiive 
compliance with the wickednefs of others ; and 

there 
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there are few who do not learn by degrees to 
pra£life thofe crimes which they ceafe to cenfure. 

If there are any who do not dread poverty as 
dangerous to virtue^ yet mankind feem unanimous ■ 
enough in abhorring it as de{lru<flive to happinefs ; 
and all to whom want is terrible, upon whatever 
principle, ought to think themfelves obliged to 
learn the fage maxims of our parfimonious ancef- 
tor&, and attain the falutary arts of contracting ex^ 
pence ; for without frugality none can be rich, 
and with it very few would be poor. 

To moft other a£ts of virtue or exertions of wif- 
dom, a concurrence of many circumflances is 
neceffary, forae previous knowledge mull be at- 
tained, fome uncommon gifts of nature poflefled, 
or fome opportunity produced by an extraordi- 
nary combination of things ; but the mere power 
of faving what is already in our hapds, mull be 
eafy of acquilition to every mind ; and as the ex- 
ample of Bacon may fhew, that the higheft intel- 
left cannot fafely negle6l it, a thoufand in (lances 
wU every day prove, that the meanefl may prac- 
tife it with fuccefs. 

Riches cannot be within the reach of great 
numbers, becaufe to be rich is to poflefs more 
than is commonly placed in a fingle hand ; and» 
if many could obtain the fum which now makes 
a man wealthy, the name of wealth muft then.be 
transferred to ftill greater accumulations. . But I 
am not certain that it is equally impoffible. ti> 
exempt the lower clafles of mankind from poverty ; 
becaufe, though whatever be the wealth of the 
community, fome wiU always have leafl, and he 

that 
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that has lefs than any other is comparatively poor ; 
yet I do not fee any co-a6live neceffity that many 
fhould be without the indifpenfablc convenienci A 
of life ; but am fometimes inclined to imagine} 
that, cafual calamities excepted, , there might, by 
univerfai prudence, be procured an univerfal 
exemption from Want j and that he who fhould 
happen to have leaH, might notwithilanding have 
enough. 

But without entering too far into fpeculadons 
which 1 do not remember that any political cal- 
culator has attempted, and in which the moft per- 
fpicacious reafoner may be eafily bewildered, it is 
evident that they to whom pro^nydence has allotted 
no other care but of their own fortune and their 
own virtue, which make far the greater part of 
mankind, have fufficient incitements to perfonal 
frugality: fince, whatever might be its general 
effedl upon provinces or nations, by which it is 
never likely to be tried, we know with certainty 
that there is fcarcely any individual entering the 
world, who, by prudent parfimony, may not rea*- 
fonably promife himfelf a cheerful competence ia 
the decline of life. 

The profpedl of penury in age is fo gloomy and 
* terrifying, that every man who looks before him 
"muft refolve to avoid it ; and it mull be avoided 
generally by the fcience of fparing. For, though 
in every age there are' fome, who by bold adven- 
[tures, or by favourable accidents, rife fuddenly to 
*jiches, yet it is dangerous to indulge hopes of fuc}i 
'^re events : and the bulk of mankind mult owe 

their 
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their affluence to fmall and gradual profits, below 
which their expence muft be refolutely reduced. 

You muft not therefore think me finking below 
the dignity of a practical philofopher> when I 
Tecommend to the confideration of your readers, 
from the ftatefman to the apprentice, a pofition 
replete A\4th mercantile wifdom, A penny faved Is 
ivuo-pence got ; which may, I thmk, be aqcommo- 
^dated to all conditions, by obferving not only that 
they ' who purfue any lucrative employment will 
favc time when they forbear expence, and that the 
time may be employed to the ihcreafe of profit ; 
'hut that they who are above fuch minute confi- 
^erations, will find, by every vidtory over appetite 
CT pafiion, new ftt ength added to the mind, will 
;gain the power of refuting thofe folicitations by 
'which the young and vivacious are hourly aiTaulted, 
tind ia time fet themfelvcs above the reach of ex- 
travagance and folly. 

It may, perhaps, be enquired by thofe who arc 

^willing rather to cavil than to learn, what is the 

"joft meafure of frugality ? and when expence, not 

^bfolutely necefTary, degenerates into profufion7 

To fuch qUeftions no general anfwer can be re* 

turned ; fince the liberty of f pending, or neceffity 

of parfunony, may be varied without end by dit- 

^iorent circumflances. It may, however, be laid 

down as a rule never to be broken, that a man^s 

voluntary expence Jbould not exceed bis revenue. A 

maxim fo obvious and incontrovertible, that th^ 

civil law ranks the prodigal with the madman, and 

debars them equally from the condu6l of their own 

fifiairs. Another precept arifing from (he former. 
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and indeed included in it, is yet neceflary to be 
diftindly irapreffed upon the warm, the faaciful, 
and the brave ; Let no man anticipate uncertain 
profits. Let no man prefume to fpend upon hopes, 
to trud his own abilities for means of deliverance 
from penury, to give a loofe to his prefent defires, 
and leave the reckoning to fortune or to virtue. 

To thefe cautions, which, I fuppofe, are, at 
lead among the graver part of mankind, undif- 
puted, I will add another, Let no man fquander 
agalnjl his Inclination, With this precept it may 
be, perhaps, imagined eafy to comply ; yet if thofe 
whom prufufion has buried in prifons, or driven 
into banifhment, were examined, it would be foUnd 
that very few were ruined by their own choicey 
or purchafed pleafure with the lofs of their cftates ; 
but that they fuffered themfelves to be borne 
away by the violence of thofe with whom they 
converfed, and yielded reluctantly to a thoufand 
prodigalities, either from a tiivial emulation of 
wealth and fpirit, or a mean {ear of contempt and 
ridicule ; an emulation for the pria^e of folly, or 
the dread of the laugh of fools. 

I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 

iSoPHRON. 

Numb. -58. 
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Numb. 58. Saturday^ Oilober 6^ i*]So< 



'Itrprcha 



Crefeuut Hiiiitia, tamen , 

Cur tit tiefcio quid femper aheji rd» Hox* 

But, while in heaps his wicked wealth afcends. 

He is not of his wifli pofiefs-d ; 
There's fcmething wanting ftill to make him blcfs*d, 

Francis. 

AS the love of money has been in all ages, one 
of the paflions that have given great dif- 
tuibance to the tranquillity of the world, there is 
no topick more copionfly treated by the ancient 
moraliils than the folly of devoting the heart to 
the accumulation of riches. They who are ac- 
quainted with thefe author* need not be told how 
riches incite pity, contempt, or reproach, when- 
ever they are mentioned ; with what numbers of 
examples the danger of large pofTtlRons is illuf- 
trated ; and how all the powers of reafon and elo- 
quence have been exhauited in endeavours to era- 
dicate a deflre, which feems to have intrenched 
itfelf too "ftrongly in the mind to be driven out, 
and which, perhaps, had not loft its power, even 
over thofe who declaimed againft it, but would 
have broken out in the poet or the fage, if it had 
been excited by opportunity, and invigoi*ated by 
llie approximation of its proper obje£V. 

Their arguments have been, indeed fo unfuc- 
cefsfuJ, that I know not whether' it can be (hown, 
that by all the wit and reafon which this favourite 
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caufe has called forth, a fmgle convert was ever 
made ; that even one man has refufed to be rich, 
wjien to be rich was in his power, from the con- 
viftion of the greater happinefs of a narro"w for- 
tune ; or difburthened himfelf of wealth, when he 
had tried its inquietudes, merely to enjoy the peace 
and leifure and fecurity of a mean and unenvied 
ftate. 

It is true> indeed, that many have negledled 
opportunities of railing themfelves to honours and to 
wealth, and rejected the kindeft offers of fortune ; 
but, however, their moder^ign may be boafted by 
themfelves, or admired by fuch as only view them 
at a diftance, it will be, perhaps, feldom found that 
they value riches lefs, but that they dread labour, 
or danger more than others : they are unable to 
coufe themfelves to a6Uon, to ftrain in the race of 
competition, or to ftand the (bock of conteft ; but 
though they, therefore, dechne the toil of climb- 
ikig, they neverthelefs, w^fh themfelves aloft^ and 
would willingly enjoy what they dare not feize. 

Others have retired from high- ftationa^ aQd> 
voluntarily condemned* themfelves to privacy and 
obfcurity. But, even thefe wiU not afford maay 
occafions of triumph to the pTiilofopher ; for they 
have commonly either quitted that only which, they 
thought themfelves unable to hold» and prevented 
difg^race by refignatipn ; or they have been induced 
to ti;y new meafjures by general ioconftancy, which 
always dreams of happinefs in novelty, or by a 
gloNomy dirpQ{llion» which is difgufied in the fame 
degree with every i^ate, and wifhe^ <very fceae of 
life to change as foon as. it is beheld. Such men 

found 
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found high and low ftatioQS equally unable to 
fatisfy the wifties df a diftempered mind, and were 
unable to (helter themfelves in the clofeft retreat 
from difappointment, (blicitude, and roifery. 

Yet though thefe admonitions have been thus 

negle^ed by thofe, who either enjoyed riches, 

or were able to procure them, it is not rafhly to be 

determined that they are altogether without ufe ; 

for fince far the greateft* part of mankind muft be 

confined to conditions comparatively mean, and 

placed in fituations, from which they naturally 

look up with envy to the eminences before them, 

thofe writers cannot be thought ill employed that 

have adminiflercd remedies to difcontent almoil 

univerfal, by fhowing that what we cannot reach 

may very well be forborn, that the inequality of 

diitribution, at which we murmur, is for the moit 

part lefs than it feems, and that the greatnefs, 

which wc admire at a diilance, has. much fewer ad« 

vantages, and much lefs fplendour, when we are 

fuffered to approach it. 

It is the buiinefs of moralifls to deted^ the frauds 
of fortune, and to ihow that (he impofes upon the 
carelefs eye, by a quick fucceflion of fhadows, 
which will fhrink to nothing in the gripe ; that fhe 
difguifes life in extrinfick ornaments, which ferve 
only for (how, and are laid afide in the hours of 
folitude and of pleafure ; and that when gteat- 
nefs afpires either to fehcity or wifdom, it fhakes 
off thofe didindions which dazzle the gazer and 
awe the fupplicant. 

It may be remarked, that they whofe condition 
\i9» not afforded them the light of moral or re»> 
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ligiou9 inftrufUon, and who coUeft 9II their ideatf 
by their own eyes, and ^gefk them by their owa 
underdandings, feem to. condder thole who are 
placed in ranks of remote fupenonty, a^ almoft 
another and higher fpecies of beii^s. As them- 
felves have known littk other mifery than the con- 
feqiiences of want» they are with dificidty perfuad- 
ed that where there is weakh there can bo fonrow^ 
or that thofe who glitter in dignity^ and glide 
along in affluence, can be acquainted with ptains 
and cares like thofe which lie heavy upon the reft 
of mankind. 

l^his prejudice is, indeed, confined to the 
loweft meaooeis and the darkeft ignorance ; but it 
b fo confined only becaufe others have been ihewa 
its folly and its falfehood, becaufe it has been op. 
pofed in its prpgrefs by biftory and philofophy, 
and hindered from fpreading its infection by power- 
ful prefervativifis. 

The do£bine of the contem}^ of weahh^ though 
it has not been able to extinguzih avarice or axnbi-* 
tion, or fupprefa that relu£bance with which a xnan 
pafies his days in a ftate of inferiority, muft, at 
leaft, have made the k>wer conditions lefs grating 
and wearifome, and has confequently contributeii 
to the general fecurity of life, by' hindering that 
fraud and violence, rapine and circomventioa* 
which rnufb have been produced by an unbounded 
cagemefs of wealth, arifing firom an unfhaken con* 
vi^iion, that to be rich is to be happy. 

Whoever finds himfelf incited^ by fome vioient 
impulfe of paflion, to purfue riches as the chief end 
«f b^ng, mu& furdy be fo much alarmed by the 

fucceflive 



faccelfi7e admpnidons of thofc, whofe experience. 
and fagacky have recommended them as the guides 
of maxikindy as to (bop and coniider whether he is 
about to' engage in an undertaking that will reward 
bts toil, and to examine, before he rufhes to 
wealthy through right and wron^, ^hat it will 
confer when he has acquired it ; and this examina- 
tion wiU feldom fail to reprefs his ardour and re- 
tard his violence. 

Wealth is nothing in itfelf^ it is not ufefiil but 
when it departs from us ; its value is found only 
in that which it can purchafe, which, if we fappofe 
it put to its heft ufe by thofe that poflefs it, ieems 
not much to deferve the defire or envy of a wife 
man. It is certain that; with regard to corporal 
enjoyment, money can neither open new avenues 
to pleafure, nor block up the palFages of anguifh. 
Difeafe and infirmity ITill continue to torture and 
enfeeble, perhaps exafperated by luxury, or pro- 
moted by foftnefs. With refpe6t to the n\ind, it 
has rarely been obfenKed, that wealth contributes 
mueh to quicken the difcernment, 'enlarge the 
capacity, or elevate the imagination ; but may, by 
hiring flattery, or laying diligence afleep, cojifirra 
error and harden ftupidity. 

Wealth cannot confer greatnefs, for nothing can 
make that great, which the degree of nature has 
ordained to be little. The bramble may be placed 
in a hot-bed, but can never becopie an oak. Even 
xpyglty itfelf is not able to give that dignity which 
it happens not to find, but oppreiTes feeble minds, 
though it may elevate the ftrong. The wodd has 
' been governed in the name of kings, whofe exif-. 
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tcncc has fcarcely been perceived .by any real ef, 
feds beyond their own palaces. 

When therefore the detire of wealth is taking 
hold of the heart, let us look round and fee how it 
operates upon thofe whofe induftry or fortune has 
obtained it. When we find them opprefied with 
their own abundance, luxurious without pleafure, 
idle without eafe, impatient and querulous in them- 
felves, and defpifed or hated by the reft of man- 
kind, we (hall foon be convinced that if the real 
wants of our condition are fatisfied, there remains 
little to be fought with fohcitude, or defired with 
eagemefs. 
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mi atiquid fatale majum per 'oerha levare^ 
Hoc querulam Halcyonenque Prognenfacit : 

JJoc erat iafolo quare Paantias antra 
Vox faiigaret Lemnia faxafua, 

Strangulat inclufuf dolor atque exa:jiuat intuA^ 

Cogltur et *uires mult'ipl'uare fuas* OviD« 

Complaining oft, gives refpite to our grief ; 
From hence the wretched Progne fought relief, 
Hence the Paantian chief hi& fate deplores. 
And vents his forrow to the Lemnian ihores : 
In vain by fecrecy we would afTuage 
Our cares ; conceal'd they gather tenfold rage. 

F.Lewis, 

T is common to diftinguifh men by the names 
of animals which they are fuppofed to re-i 
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ramble. Thus a hero is frequently termed a lion, 
md a Hatefman a fox, an extortioner gains the ap- 
pellation of vulture^ and a fop the title of inonkoy. 
There is alfo among the various anomalies of 
c\ara'5ler9 which a furvcy of the worM exhibits, a 
i^ies of beings in human form, which may be 
properly noarked out as the fcreech owls of man- 
bad. 

Thefe fcreech owls feem to be fettled in an 
opinion that the great budnefs of life is to com- 
{jaln, and that they were bom for no other pur- 
pofe than to diilurb the liappinefs of other^;, to lef- 
fco the little comforts, and (horten the Ihort 
pleafuresof our condition, by painful remembrances 
of the pad, or melancholy prognoilicks of the 
future ; their only care is to cru(h the riling hope, 
to damp the kindling tranfport, and allay the 
golden hours of gaiety with the hateful drofs of 
grief and fufpicion. 

To thofe, whofe weaknefs of fpirits, or timidity 
of temper, fubje6k8 them to impreflions from others, 
and who are apt to fuffer by fafcination, and catch 
the contagion of mifery, it is extremely unhappy to 
\fre within the compafs of a fcreech owl's voice ; 
fir it will often fill their ears in the hour of dejec- 
tion, terrify them with apprchenfions, wliich their 
own thoughts would never have produced, and 
ladden, by intruded forrows, the day which might 
have been palTed in amufements or in bufinefs ; it 
will burthen the heart with unnecefiary difcontt nts, 
and weaken for a time that love of life, which is 
BCceflTary to the vigorous profecutiou of any under- 
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Though I have, like the reft of mankind^ many 
failings and wcakneffes, I have not yet, by either 
friends or enemies, been charged with fupeiilition ; 
I neter count the company which I enter, and. I 
look at the new moon indifferently over either 
fhoulder. I have, like moft other philofopbers, 
often heard the cuckoo without money in my 
pocket, and have been fometimes reproached as 
fool hardy for not turning down my eyes when a 
raven flew over my head. I never go home ab- 
ruptly becaufe a fnake croifes my may, nor have 
any particular dread of a clima£lerical year ; yet 
I confefs that, with all my fcom • of old women, 
and their tales, I confider it as an unhappy day 
when I happen to be greeted, in the morning-, by 
iSufpirius the fcreechowl. 

I have now known Sufpirius fifty- eight years 
and four months, and have never yet pafTed an hour 
with him in which he has not made fome attack 
upon my quiet. When we were firft acquainted, 
bis great topick was the mifery of youth without 
riches, and whenever we walked out together he 
folaced me with a long enumeration of pleafures, 
which, as they were beyond the reach of my for- 
tune, were without the verge of my defires, and 
which I fhould never have confidered as the ob- 
je6l8 of a wifh, had not bis unfeafonable reprefen tac- 
tions placed them in my fight. 

Another of his topicks is, the negle^ of nwrit^ 
with which he never fails to amufe every man whom 
be fees not eminently fortunate. If he meets with 
a young officer, he always informs him of gentlemen 
whofe perfonal courage is unqueftioned, and 
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THE RAMBLER. 35 

whofc military ikill qualifies them to command 

armiesy that have, notwithftanding all their merit, 

grown old with fubaltem commiflions. For a 

genius in the church, he is always provided with a 

curacy for life. The lawyer he informs of many 

men of great parts and deep ftudy, who have never 

had an opportunity to f[>eak in the courts : And 

meeting Serenus the phyfician. " Ah doftor,'* 

fays he ; " what, a-foot ftill, when fo many block- 

<^ heads are ratthng in their chariots ? I told you 

** feven years ago that you would never meet with 

** encouragement, and I hope you will now take 

** more notice, when I tell you, that your Greek , 

** and your diligence, and your honefty, will never 

** enable you to live like yonder apothecaiy, who 

** prefcribes to his own fhop, and laughs at the 

** phyfician." 

Sufpirius has, in his time, intercepted fifteen au- 
thors in their way to the ftage ; perfuaded nine and 
thirty merchants to retire from a profperous trade 
for fear of bankruptcy, - broke off an hundred and 
thirteen matches by prognoilications of unhappi- 
nefs, and enabled the fmall-pox to kill nineteen 
ladies, by perpetual alarms of the lofs of beauty. 

Whenever my evil ftars bring us together, he 
never fails to reprefent to me the folly of my pur- 
fuits, and informs me that we are much older than 
when we began our acquaintance, that the infirmi- 
ties of decrepitude are coming fait upon me, that 
whatever I now get I fhall enjoy but a little time, 
that fame is to a man tottering on the edge of the 
grave of very little importance, and that the time 

is 



$6 TRB RAMBLCR. 

is at hand when I ought to look for no c:^^; 
pleafures than a good dinner and an eafy chait*^ 

Thus he goes on in his unharmonious ftirazir, 
difplaying prefent miferics, and foreboding mor^ 
vvKTiKbgK^ a^u ^avatfi^o^ot » evcry fyllable is load^ i 
with misfortune^ and death is always brought nea^ 
er to the view. Yet, what always raifes my r^ 
fentment and indignation, I do not perceive th^ 
his mournful mediations have much effed^ upon 
himfelf. He talks, and has long talked of cala« 
mities, without difcovering, othcrwife than by the 
tone of his voice, that he feels* any of the evils 
which he bewails or threatens,^ but has the fame 
habit of uttering lamentations, as others of telling 
ilories, and falls into exprefiions of condolence foi 
pail, or apprehenfions of future mifchiefs, as all men 
Hudious of their eafe have recourfe to thofe ful^e6l! 
upon which they can moll fluently or copioufly 
difcourfe. 

It is reported of the Sybarites, that they def 
troyed all their cocks, that they might dream oul 
their morning dreams without difturbance. Thougl 
I would not fo far promote effeminacy as to pro- 
pofe the Sybarites for an example, yet fince then 
is no man fo corrupt or foolifb, but fomething ufc< 
ful may be learned from him, I could wiih that, H 
imitation of a people not often to be copied, fonn 
regulations might be made to exclude fcreech-owl 
from all company, as the enemies of mankind, anc 
confine them to fome proper receptacle, where thei 
may mingle iighs at leifure, and thicken the gloon 
of one another. 

Tffou frofhet of evil^ fays Homer^s Agamcm 
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r never foreteUeft me good, but the joy of thy 
prediB mlf/hrtunes. Whoever is of the 
per might there find the means of indulg- 
houghtSy and improving his vein of de- 
in, and the fiock of fcreech-owls might 
retber withont "injury to the reft of the 

though I have fo little kindnefs for this 
leration, I am very far from intending to 
s foft and tender mind from the privilege 
aining, when the figh rifes from the defire 
ving pain, but of gaining eafe. To hear 
ts with patience, even when complaints are 
>ne of the duties of friendfhip ; and though 
)'e allowed that he fuffers mod like a hero 
s his grief in fitence, 

vulty Jiauliitf premit alto carde dolorem* 

•utward (miles couceai*d his inward fmart. Drt. 

nnot be denied that he who complains a6ls 
in, like a focial being, who looks for help 
feUow-creatures. . Pity is to many of the 
a fource of comfort in hopelefs diftreffes, 
tributes to recommend them to themfelves, 
ig that they have not loft the regard of 
imd- heaven it:emsto indicate the duty even 
compaflion, by inclining us to weep for 
:h wc cannot remedy. 
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NiTmb. 6b. Saturday, 0<5?oAffr 13. X750. 

^uidfit puhhrum^ quid iurpe^ quid utlUy quid noity 

Pie fiius et melius Cbtj[/ippo et Crantore dieiU H«I. 

^ Whdfe works the beautiful and bafe contauiy 
Of vice and virtue more ioftni6live rules. 
Than all the fober fages of the fchools. Francis 

ALL joy or farrow for tlic happinefs or cala- 
mities of others is produced by an a6l of 
the imagination that rcalifes the event however 
fi(ftitious, or approximates it however remote, by 
placing us, for a time^ ih the (Condition of him 
whofe fortune we contemplate ; fo that we fed, 
while the deception lads, whatever motions would 
be excited by the faifte good or evil happening to 
ourfelves. 

Our palfions are therefore more ftrongly moved, 
in proportion as we can more readily adopt the pains 
or pleafure propofed to our minds, by recognifmg 
them as once our own, or confideriiig them as na- 
turally incident to our ftate of life. It is not eafy 
for the mod artful writer to grive us an intereil in 
happinefs or mifery, which we think ourfelves never 
likely to feel, and with which we have never yet 
been made acquainted. Hifiories of the downfal 
of kingdoms, and revolutions of empii^es, are read 
with great tranquillity ; the imperial tragedy 
pleafes common auditors only by its pomp of orna- 
ment and grandeur of ideas ; and the man whofe 
faculties have been engroifed by bufmefs, and whofe 
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heart never fluttered but at the rife or fall of ftocks, 
•wonders how the attention can be feized, pr the 
afre6lion agitated, by a tale of love, 

Thoie parallel circumftances, and kindred 
images, to which we readily conform our minds, 
are, above all other writiogs, to be found iq the 
narratives of the lives of particular perfons ; and 
therefore no fpecies of writing feems more worthy 
of cultivation than biography, fince none can be 
more delightful or more ufeful, nor can more' 
certainly enchain the heart by irrefiftible intereft 
or more widely difiiife inftru^on to every diverfi* 
ty of conditipn. 

The general and rapid narratives of hiftory,- 
which involve a thoufand fortunes in the hufinefs 
of a day, and complicate innumerable incidents in 
one great tranfa£lion, afford few leiTons applicable 
to private life, which derives its comforts and its 
wretchednefs from the right or vmong manage- 
ment of things, which nothing but their frequency 
makes confiderable, Parva^Ji nonfiunt quoiidte^ fays 
Pliny, and which can have no place in thofe rela- 
tiona which never defcend below the confultation \ 
of fenates, the motions of armies, and the fphemes 
of confpirators. 

I have often thought that there has rarely paffed 
a life* of which a judicious and faithful narrative 
would not be ufeful. For, not only every man 
Kas, in the mighty mafs of the world, great num- 
bers in the fame condition with himfelf to whom 
his millakes and mifcarriages, eicapes and expedi- 
ents, would be of immediate and apparent ufe ; 
but there ie fuch an uniformity in the ftate of man, 
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confidered apart from adveDtitiou^ and feparable 
decorations and difguifes, that there is fcarce any 
pofllbility of good or ill, but is-common to human 
kind. A great p^irt of the time of thofe who arc 
I laced at the greateft diftance by fortune, or by 
temper, mud unavoidably pafs in the fame manner^ 
and though, when the claims of nature are fatisfi- 
ed, caprice, and vanity, and accident, begin to 
produce difcriminations and peculiarities, yet the 
eye is not very heedful or quick, which cannot dif- 
cover the fame caufcs dill terminating their in- 
fluence in the fame effedls, though fometimes ac« 
cclerated, fometimes retarded, or perplexed by mul^ 
tiplied combinations. We are all prompted by the 
fame motives, all deceived by the fame fallacies, all 
animated by hope, obllrudled by danger, entang-i 
led by defire, and feduced by pleafure. 

It is frequently objedled to relations of particu- 
lar lives, that they are not diilinguifhed by any 
flriking or wonderful viciflitudes. The fcholar 
who pafTed his life amon^ his books, the merchaot 
who conducted only his own affairs, the prieft^ 
whofe fphere of adion was not .extended beyond 
that of his duty, are confidered as no proper ob- 
jects of publick regard, however they might have 
excelled in their fevcral ilations, whatever might 
have been their learning, integrity, and. piety. 
But this notion arifes from falfe meafures of ex- 
cellence and dignity, and muft be eradicated by 
confidering, that in the efteem of uncorrupttd 
reafon, what is of moft ufe is of moft value. 

It is, indeed, not improper to take honeft ad- 
vantages of prejudice, and to gain attention by a 
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celebrated rratne ; but the bufinefs of the bio^- 
pher 18 often to pafs (lightly over thofc pexform- 
ances and incidents, which produce vulgar greats 
xiefs, to lead the thoughts into domcftick privacies, 
and difplay the minute details of daily life, where 
exterior appendages are caft afide, and men excel 
each other only by prudence and by virtue. The 
account of Thuanus is, with great propriety, faid 
by its author to have been written, that it might 
lay open to pofterity the private and famiUar cha- 
rafter of that man, cujus ingenium et candorem ex 
ipfiut fcriptis funt olimfemper miraiuri^ wbofe can- 
dour and genius will to the end of time be by hid 
writings preferved in admiration^ 

There arc many invifible circumftances which, 
whether we read as enquirers after natural or mo- 
ral knowledge, whether we intend to enlarge our 
fcience, or increafe our virtue, are more important 
than publick occurrences. Thus Salluft, the great 
mafler of nature, has not forgot, in his account 
of Cataline, to remark that bisivalk nvas now quick f 
and again Jlow^ as an indication of a mind revolv- 
ing fomething with violent commotion. Thus 
Ae ftory of MelanAhon affords a llriking lec- 
ture on the value of time, by informing us that 
when he made an appointment, he expected not 
only the hour, but the minute to be fixed, that the 
day might not run out in the idlenefs of fufpenfe ; 
and all the plans and enterprizes of De Wit arc 
now of lefs importance to the world, than that 
part of his perfonal charadler which reprcfents 
him as careful of lis health, and negligent ofh\s Hfe* 
But biojfraphy has often been allotted to writers 
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who feem vtery little acquainted with the nature of 
their taik, or very negligent about the peiforifl- 
ancc. They rarely afford any other account than 
might be collefted from publick papers, but ir>)agine 
theml'clves. writing a fife, when they exhibit a! 
chronological feries of adlions or preferments ; anJ. 
fo little regard the manners or behaviour pf their 
heroes, that more knowledge may be gained of a 
man's real charaAer, by a mort converfation witli 
one of his fervants, that from a formal and (ludied 
narrative, begun with his pedigree, and ended with 
his funeral. 

If now and then they condefcend to inform the 
world of particular faifts, they are not always fo^ 
happy as to fele6l the mod important. I know 
not well what advantage polterity can receive from 
the only circumftance by which Tickell has dif- 
tinguiflied Addifon from the reft of mankind, the 
irregulnrlty of his pulfe ; nor can I think myfelf 
overpaid for the time fpent in reading the life of 
Malherb, by being enabled to relate, after tlie 
learned biographer, that Mallierb had two predo- 
minant opinions ; one, that the loofenefs of a^ 
fnigle woman might dcftroy all her boaft of ancient 
dcfcent ; the other, that the " PVench beggarg 
made ufe very improperly and baibaroufly of the 
phrafe nolle Gentleman, becaufe either word includ- 
ed the fenfe of both. 

There are, indeed, fome natural reafons why 
thefe narratives are often written by fuch as were 
not likely to give much inftru£lion or delight, and 
why moft accounts of particular perfons are barren 
and ufelefs. If a life be delayed till intereft and 
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envy are at an end, we may hope for impartiality, 
but mud expedt littl^ intelligence ; for the inci- 
dents which give excellence to biography are of a 
volatile and evaiiefcent kind, fuch as foon efcape 
the memory, and are rarely tranfmitted by tradi- 
tion. We know how few can pourtray a hving 
acqtmintance, except by his moft prominent and 
obfervable particularities, and the groffer features 
of his mind ; and it may be eafUy imagined how 
much of this little knowledge may be loll: in im- 
parting it, and how foon a fucceilion of copies will 
lofe aU refemblance^of theoriginal* 

If the biographer writes from perfonal kiK)w- 
l^dge, and nmkes hafte to gratify the publick curio-* 
4ty, there is danger left his intereft, bis fear, his 
gratitude, or his tendernefs, overpower his fidelity, 
an4 tempt him to conceal, if not to invent* There 
^re many who think it an a^ of piety to bide tho 
faults or failings of their friends, even when they 
can no longer fuffer by their dete^oo ; we there- 
fore fee whole ranks of charad^et^s adorned with 
uniform panegyrick, and not tb be known from one 
another, but by intnnfick and cafual circumftances, 
** Let me remember," fays Hale, " when I find 
** myfelf inclined to pity a criminal, that there if 
*• lik^wife a pity due to the country." If wc 
owe regard to the memory of the dead, there if 
yet more refpedl to be paid to knowledge, to vir- 
tues and to. truth. 
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Numb. 6i. Tuesday, OSoher i6, 1750. 

Falfui lionorjuvatf et tncndax infamia ferret ' 

^uem niji mendofum et mendacem ? HoK» 

Falfe praife can ch^m, unreal ihame controul— — 
Whom but a vicious or a fickly foul? Francis* 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

IT is extremely vexatious to a man of eager 
and thirfty curiofity to be placed at a great 
dillance from the fountain of intelligence, and not 
only never to receive the current' of report till it 
has fatiated the greateft part of the nation, but at 
lall to find it mudded in its courfe, and corrupted 
with taints or mixtures from every channel through 
which it flowed. 

One of the chief pleafures of my life is to hear 
what pafles in the world, to know what are the 
fchemes of the politick, the aims of the bufy, and 
the hopes of the ambitious ; what changes of 
publick meafures are approaching ; who is hkely 
to be crufhed in the coUifion of parties ; who is 
climbing to the top of power, and who i^ totter- 
ing on the precipice of difgrace. But as it is very 
common for us to defire molt what we are the leaft 
qualified to obtain, I have fuffered this appetite of 
news to outgrow all the gratifications which my 
prefent fituation can afford it ; for being placed in 
a remote country, I am condemned always to con- 
found the future with the pall, to fprm prognofti- 
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cations of events no longer doubtful, and to con- 
fidcr the expediency of fcliemes already executed 
or defeated. I am perplexed with a perpetual 
deception in my profpects, like a man pointing 
^s teltfcope at a remote liar, which before the 
light reaches his eye, has forfaken the place from 
which it was emitted. 

The mortification of being thus always behind 
the aclive world in my reflections and dilcovcries, 
is exceedingly aggravated by the petulance of 
thofe whofe health or bufmefs, or pleafure, brings 
them hither from London. For, without con- 
fidering the infuperable difadvantages of my con- 
^itiony and the unavoidable ignoi-ance which ah- 
ience muii produce, they often treat me with the 
Dtfflod fupercilioufnels of contempt, for not knovv- 
iDg what no human fagacity can difcover ; and fomc- 
times feem to confider me as a wretch fcarctly 
rorthy of human converfe, when I happen to 
talk of the fortune of a bankrupt, or propofe the 
liealths of the dead, when I warn them of mii- 
cliiefs already incurred, or wifli for meafurcs that 
have been lately taken. They feem to attribute 
to the fuperiority of their intelleds what they 
floiy owe to the accident of their condition, ai.d 
think themfelves indifputably intitled to airs of in- 
Uence and authority, when they fnid another ig- 
norant of facls, which, becaufe they ecliocd in 
the (Irects of London, they fuppofe equally pub- 
Uck ID all other places, and known where they 
cuuld neither be feen, related, nor conjcdiurcd. 

To this Iiaughtinefs they are indeed too ranch 
encouraged by the refpec^ which they receive 
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amo'ngft us, for no other reafon than that they 
come from London. For no fooner is the arrival 
of one of thefe difleminators of knowledge known 
in the country, than we croud about him from 
every quarter, and by innumerable enquiries flatter 
him into an opinion of his own importance. He 
fees himfelf furrounded by multitudes, who pro- 
pofe their doubts, and refer their controverfies to 
him, as to a being defcended from fome nobler re- 
gion, and he grows on a fudden oraculous and J 
infallible, folves all difficulties, and fets all objec- ' 
tions at defiance. 

There is, in my opinion, great reafon for fuf- 
pefting, that they fometimes take advantage of 
this reverential modefty, and impofe upon ruftick 
underftandings with a falfe (how of univerfal in- 
telligence J for I do not find that they are willing 
to own themfelves ignorant of any thing, or that 
they difmifs any enquirer with a pofitive and de- 
cifive anfwer. The court, the city, the park, and 
exchange, are to thofe men of unbounded obfer- 
vation equally familiar, and they are alike ready 
to tell the hour at which ftocks will rife, or the 
minifcry be changed. 

A fhort refidence at London entitles a man to 
knowledge, to wit, to. politenefs, and . to a defpo- 
tick and dictatorial power of prefcribing to the 
rude multitude, whom he condefcends to honour 
with a biennial vifit ; yet I know not well upon 
what motives I have lately found myfelf inclined 
to cavil at this prefcription, and to doubt whether 
}t be not, on fome occafions, proper to withhold 

our 
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our veneration, till we are more authentically con- 
vinced of the merits of the claimant- 
It is well remembered here, that, about feven 
years ago, one Frolick, a tall boy, with lank hair, 
remarkable for ftealing eggs, and fuckling them, 
was taken from the fchool in this pari(h, and fent 
up to London to ftudy the law. As he had 
given amongft us no proofs of a genius defigned 
by nature for extraordinary performances, he was, 
from the time of his departure, totally forgotten, 
nor was there any talk of his vices or virtues, his 
good or his ill fortune, till laft fummer a report burft 
upon lis, that Mr. Frolick was come down in the 
fiirft poft-chaife which this village had feen, having 
travdled with fuch rapidity that one of his poftil- 
lions had broke his leg, and another narrowly 
efcaped fuffocation in a quickfand. But tnat Mr. 
. Prolick feemed totally unconcerned, for fuch 
things were never heeded at London. 

Mr. Frolick next day appeared among the gen- 
tlemen at their weekly meetmg on the bowling- 
green, and now were feen the effedls of a London 
education. His drefs, his language, his ideas, 
were all new, and he did not much endeavour to 
conceal his contempt of every thing that differed 
from the opinions, or pra6lice, of the modifh world. 
He fhewed us the deformity of our (kirts and 
fleeves, informed us where hats of the proper fize 
were to be fold, and recommended to us the rcfor- 
mation of a thoufand abfurdities in our clothes, 
our cookery, and our converfation. When any. 
of his phrafes were unintelligible, he could not 
fupprefs the joy of confeffed fuperiority, but fre-^ 

' ' " qucntly' 
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qiicntly delayed the explanation, that he might 
enjoy his triumph over our barbarity. 

When he is pleafcd to entertain U3 with a ftory, 
he takes care to crowd into it names of ilreets, 
fquares, and building, with which he knows we 
are unacquainted. The favourite topicks of hit 
difcourfe are the pranks of drunkards, and the 
tricks put upon country gentlemen by porters and 
link-boys. Wlien he is ^.with ladies he tdb 
them of the innumerable pleafures to which he 
can introduce them ; but never fails to hint, hcfW 
much they will be deficient, at their firft arrivals 
in the knowledge of the town. What it is to 
know the town he has not indeed hitherto informed 
us, though there is no phrafe fo frequent in his 
mouth, nor any fcience which he appears to think 
of fo great a value, or fo difficult attainment. 

But my curiofity has been moll engaged by the 
recital of his own adventures and atchievements. 
i have heard of the union of various charailers in 
fingle perfons, but never met with fuch a con- 
ftcllation of great qualities as this man's narrative 
affords. Whatever has dillinguifhed the hero; 
whatever has elevated the wit, whatever has en- 
deared the lover, are all concentered in Mr, Fro- 
lick, whofe life has, for feven years, been a re- 
gular interchange of intrigues, dangers, and wag- 
geries, and who has diftinguifhed himfelf in every 
charadler that can be feared, envied, or admired. .. 

1 queftion whether all the officers of the royal 
navy can bring together from all their journals, a 
coUedlion of fo many wonderful efcapes as this 
man has known upon the Thames,- on wlych he 

bat 
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bas been a tlioufand and a thoufand times on the 
point of perifhing, fometimes by the terrors of 
foolifh women in the feme boat, fometimes by his 
own acknowledged imprudence in paffing the river 
in the dark, and fometimes by (hooting the bridge, 
under which he has rencountered mountainous 
waves- and dreadful catara6bs. 

Nor lefs has been his temerity by land, nor 
fcw«r hts hazards. He has reeled with giddinefe 
on the top of the monument ; he has croffed the 
llreet amidft the ruih of coaches ; he has been fnr- 
rovindetl by robbers without number; he has 
headed parties at the play-houfe ; he has fcaled 
the windows of every toaft of whatever condi- 
tion ; he has been hunted for whole winters by 
his rirals ; he has flept upon bulks, he has cut 
chairsj he has bilked coachmen ; he has rcfcued 
. his friends from the bailiifs, has knocked down the 
conflable, has bullied the juftice, and performed 
many other exploits, that have filled the town 
with wonder and with merriment. 

But yet greater is the fame of his underftand- 
ing than his bravery ; for he informs us, that he 
is, at London, the eftabliftied arbitrator of all 
points of honour, and the decifive judge of all 
performances of genius ; that no mufical performer 
is in reputation till the opinion of Frolick has 
ratified his pretenfions ; that the theatres fufpend 
their fcntence till he begins the clap or hifs, irt 
which aH are proud to concur ; that no publick 
entertainment has failed or fucceeded, but becaiife 
be oppofed or favoured it ; that all controverfies 
at the gpming-tablc are referred to his deter- 
' Vot. II* £ mination ^ 
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mination ; that he adjufts the ceremonial at every 
afretnbly, and prefcribes every fafhion of pleafurc 
or of drefs. 

With every man whofe name occurs in thf 
papers of the day^ he is intimately acquainted | 
and there are very few pods, either in the llate or 
army, of which he has not more or lefs influenced 
the difpofaL He has been very frequently con- 
iulted both upon war and peace ; but the time ii 
not yet come when the nation fhall know how 
much it is indebted to the genius of Frolick. 

Yet, notwithflanding all thefe declarations^ X 
cannot hitherto perfuade myfelf to fee that Mr. 
Frolick has more wit, or knowledge, or courage^ 
than the red of mankind, or that any uncomoooii 
enlargement of his faculties has happened in the 
time of his abfence. For when he talks on fusi- 
jeds known to the reft of the company, he hai 
no advantage over us, but by catches of interrup- 
tion, brifl^nefs of interrogation, and pertnefs of 
contempt ; and therefore if he has ftunned the 
world with his name, and gained a place in the 
lirft ranks of humanity, I cannot but conclude, 
that either a little underftanding confers eminence 
at London, or that Mr. FroUck thinks us un- 
worthy of the exertion of his powers, or that his 
faculties arc benumbed by rural ftupidity, as the 
niagiictick needle lofcs its animation in the polar 
climes. 

1 would not, however, like many hafty philo- 
fophcis, fearch after the caufe tiU I am certain of 
the cfl'ctt ; and therefore, I defire to be informedi 
u hether ycu have yet heard the great name of Ma*. 

Fi-oHck 
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TVoIick. If he 18 celebrated by other tongue* 
than his own, I (hall willingly propagate his praife ; 
but if he has fwelled among us with empty 
boafks, and honours conferred only by himfelf, I 
ihall treat him with ruftick fincerity, and drive 
htm as an impoftor from this part of the kingdom 
to feme region of more cr|sdulity« 

I am, &c. 

RURICOLA. 



f.t X., 



Numb. 6z, Saturday^ Odoher 20, 1750. 

« 

Nunc ego Triptolemi cuperem confcendere currvs^ 
Mijtt in ignotam qui rudefemen humum : 

Nunc ego Medea 'uellem franare draconesy 
^U9s babuit fugiens arvay Corintb^^ twa ; 

Nunc ego jaBandaa optaremfumere pennas^ 

Sive tua*, JPerfeu : D^fdaie, Ji^e tuas. Oviow 

l*fow would I mount his car, whofe bounteous hand 
Flrft fow*d with teeming feed the furrow*d land : 
Now to Meddtat dragons fix my reins, 
That fwiftly bore her from Cofintbian plains ; 
' Now on Dadalian waxen pinions ftray, 
Qi thofe which wafted JPfirJeui on his way» F. Lewis* 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

I AM a young woman of a very large fortune, 
which, if my parents would have been pcr- 
fiiaded to comply with the rules and cuftoms of 
the polite part of mankind, might long fmce have 

£ 2 raifed 
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raifed me U> the Ingheft honoure ot tlic 'fctmflfc 
>vorld: but (b ftrang^ly hav^ tiity hUlieFto cob* 
trived to wade my life, that I am now on tht 
borders of twenty, without having ever danced 
but at our monthly aifembly, or been tofiftcd but 
^mong a few gentlemen of the adghbourhood, or 
feen any company in which, it Was woi^y to be 
<ii(linguiAied* 

My father having impaired his patrimony ia 
foliciting a place at court, atlaft grew wife enough 
to ceafe his purftiit, and to repair the con fcqii e nc ei 
of expenlive attendance and negligence of his 
affairs, married a lady much older than himfelf, 
who had lived- in tlie ^^Hcmabk world tii! fke wai 
confidered as an encumbrance upon parties of 
pleafure, and as I can collfeift from incSfcntal in- 
formations, iretired from gay aflemblies juU time 
enough to eicape the mortificaftion of univeiiid 
negledl. 

• She was, however, ftifl^ Hch> and not y«t wrink- 
led ; my father was too diftrefsfully embarrailed to 
think much on any thing but the meape of extri- 
cation, and though it is ^ likely that h« Vi^nted 
the delicacy which polite oonverfation will always 
produce in underftanding* not remarkably defective, 
yet he was contented- with a match, by which he 
might be fet free from in^ronveniencies, that would 
have deftroy^d afi the pleafures of imagination, 
and taken from foftnefs and beauty the power of 
iielighting. 

As they were both fotiMMvliat dirguft«d with 
their treatment in the woirhl) and Qiarried, though 
KvitfaQut any didike of each otheiv y^t. pi^indipsdly 

for 
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for the fake of fctting themfelves free from de* 
pcndciTce on caprice or faftiion, they foon retired 
into the country, and devoted their lives to rural 
Vyafinefs and diverfions. 

They had not much reafon to regret the change 
of their fituation ; for their vanity, which had fa 
long been tormented by neglect and difappoint- 
ment, was here gratiiied with every honour that 
could be paid them. Their long familiarity with 
publick life made them the oracles of all thofe who 
afpired to intelligence or politenefs. My father 
di6^ated politicks, my mother prefcribed the mode^ 
and it w^s fufficient to entitle any family to fome 
confideration, that they were known to vifit at 
Mrs. Courtly*s. 

In this ftate they were, to fpeak in the ftyle of 
novelifts, made happy by the birth of your corref- 
pendent. My parents had no other child, I wa» 
therefore not brow-beaten by a fancy brother, or 
loft in a multitude of coheirefFes, whofe fortune* 
being equal, would probably have conferred equal 
merit, and procured equal regard ; and as my 
mother was now old, my underftanding and my 
perfon had fair play, my enquiries were not check- 
ed, my advances towards importance were not 
repreiTed, and I was foon fufFered to tell my own 
opinions, and early accuftomed to hear my own 
praifes. j 

By thefe accidental advantages I was much I 

exalted above the young ladies with whom I con- i 

▼erfed, and was treated by theni with great defer- i 

cnce. I faw none who did not feem to confefs 
liiy fupcriority, and to be held in awe by the j 

E 3 fplendou^ j 

J 



34 THE &AU3L£B.» 

fplciidoiir of my appearance ; for the fondnefs of 
my father made himfelf pleafcd to fee me drefied* 
and my niotiier had no vanity nor expeuccs to 
hinder her from concurring with his incLuations. 

l^hus, Mr. Rambler, I hved without much dc« 
ilre after any thing beyond the circle of our vifits ; 
and here I Ihould have quietly continued to por- 
tion Out my time among my books, and my needle, 
and my company, had not my curiofity been every 
mumcnt excited by the converfatiou of my pa^ 
rents, who, whenever they fit down to famihar 
prattle, and endeavour the entertainment of each 
ctlicr, immediately tranfport themfclves to L.OD- 
don, and relate fome adventure in a hackney- 
coach, fume frolick at a mafquerade, fome con- 
\\:;fation in the Park, or fome quarrel at an 
alTcmljly, difplay the magnificence of a birth- 
iiiglit, relate the conquetbs of maids of honour, 
ov give a hiflory of divcrfions, fhows, and enter- 
laiainents, which I had never known but from 
tlicii* accounts. 

1 L.in fo well verfed in tlie hillory of the gay 
v^'uilii, that I can relate, with great pundtuality, 
tliw' liv^es of all the lail race of wits and beauties 9 
can enumerate, with exact chronology, the whole 
fucct'llion of celebrated fjogers, muficians, trage- 
dians, ctMnoJlans, and harlequins ; can tell to the 
(.'.ll tu\nty years all the clianges of fafiiions ; and 
a.n, iiulccJ, a eompLte antiquary with rcipcCt to 
hv:(d-Ji;.ljls, dances, and operas, 

V(j'.: Will eaiily imagine, Mr. Rambler, that I 
. oi;Ul not hear thele narratives for lixteen ycai's 
t '■^^tilcr, without fufFering fome impreHion, and 

wiihing 
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TmJRdng myfelf nearer to thofc places wkere every 
hour brings fonie new pkafure, and life is diverfi- 
ikd with an unexhaufted fuccefiion of felicity. 

I indeed often aiked my mother vihy fhe left a 
place which (he recoUedled with fo much delight^ 
and why (he did not vifit London once a-year, like 
foine other ladies, and initiate me in the world hy 
ihewiag me its amufements, its grandeur, and its va- 
riety. But (he always told me that the days which 
(he had feen were fuch as would never come again ; 
th»t all diverfion is now degenerated > that the 
convcrfation of the prefent age is infipid ; that 
their fashions are unhecoming, their culloms ahfiird, 
and their morals corrupt ; that there is no raj 
left of the genius which enlightened the times 
that (he rememhers $ that no one who had feen, 
or heard, the ancient performers, would be able 
to bear the bunglers of this defpicable age ; an^ 
that there is now neither pohtenefsy nor pleafurc, 
iu)r virtue in the world. She therefore a(rures me 
that fhe confults my happinefs ^by keeping me at 
home, for I ^ould now find nothing but vexation 
and difgu(l> and (he (hould be a(haBoed to fee m^ 
pleaCed witji luch foj^eries and trifles, as take up 
the thoughts of the prtfeat fet of young people. 

With this anfwer I was kept quiet for feveral 
yearsji and thought it no great inconvenience to be 
confined to the country, till laft fummer a young 
gentleman and his filler came down to pafs a few 
months with one of our neighbours. They had 
generally no great regard for the country ladies, 
but diftinguiftied me by a particular complaifance, 
and as we grew intimate, gave me fuch a detail of 

the 
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the elegance, the fplendouf, the mirth, the Lapt 
pinefs of the town, that I am refolved to be do 
longer buried in ignorance and obfcurity, but to 
ihare with the other wits the joy of being ad- 
mired, and divide \^ith other beauties the empire 
of the world. 

I do not find, Mr. Rambler, upon a deliberate 
and impartial comparifon, that I am excelled by 
Belinda in beauty, in wit, in judgment, in know- 
ledge, or in any thing, but a kind of gay, livdy 
familiarity, by which (he mingles with ftrangers as 
with peribns long acquainted, and which enables 
her to difplay her powers without any obftruftipn, 
befitation, or confuiion. Yet (he can relate a 
thoufand civilities paid to her in pubUck, can pvo- 
4uce, from a hundred lovers, letters £lled with 
praifes, protellations, exta(ies, and defpair ; has 
been handed by dukes to her chair ; has been the 
occafion of innumerable quarrels ; has paid twenty 
vi(its in an afternoon ; been invited to fix balls in 
an evening, and been forced to retire to lodgings 
in the country from the importunity of courtfhip 
and the fatigue of pleafure. 

I tell you, Mr. Rambler, I will ftay here no 
longer. I have at la ft prevailed upon my mother 
to Tend me to town, and (hall fet out in three 
weeks on the grand expedition. I intend to live 
in publick, and to crowd into the winter every 
pleafure which money can purchafe^ and every 
honour which beauty can obtain. 

But this tedious interval how (hall I endure ? 
Cannot you alleviate the mifery of delay by fome 
pleafing dcfcription of thf cntcrtainmeiits of the 

tpwn f 
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t:o5^n~? I can read» I can talk, I can thiiik of noth* 
ing elfc ; and if you will not {both my impatieQce^ 
hei^liten my ideas, and animate my hopes, you 
Ynay write for thofe who have more leifure, but arc 
not to expedt any longer the honour of being read 
by thofe eyes which are now intent only on con-> 
qu^ft and deitrudion. 

Rhodoclia* 



Numb. 63. Tuesday, Oaoberzi^ 1750* 

B^pc decaiifervQ4 ; modo reges atqut MrarchtUy 
Omnia magna loquens : moda^fit mibi menfa tripes^ ft 
Concha falls puri, et toga^ qua defender e fr^gus^ 
^uamvis craffa^ jueat, HoK. 

Now with two hundred flavet he ci owds his train ; 
Now walks with ten. In high and haughty ftrain 
At morn, of kings and governors he prates ; 
At night, — ** A frugal table, O ye fates ; 
" A Uttle IheM the facred fait to hold, 
** And clothes, tho' coarfo, to keep me from the cold." 

Francis. 

IT has been remarked, perhaps, by every writer, 
who has left behind him obfervations upon life, 
that no mi^n is pkaicd with his prefcnt ilate, 
which proves equally unfati&faclory, fays Horace, 
whether fallen upon by chance, or chofen with 
deliberation ; We are always difgufted with fonw 
circumilance or other of our fituationj ,and imagine 

the 
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the condition of others more abundant in blcffingSj 
or lefs expofed to calamities. 

This univ^rfal difcontent has been generally? 
mentioned with great feverity of cenfiire, as unrca- 
fonable in itfclf, fmce of two, equally envious o€ 
each other, both cannot have the larger fhare o£ 
happinefs, and as tending to darken life with un*^ 
neceflary gloom, by withdrawing our minds fronft 
the contemplation and enjoyment of that happinefil 
which our ftate affords us, and fixing our attention 
upon foreign objeAs, which we only behold t<» 
deprefs ourfelves, and increafe our mifery by injur-^ 
ious comparifons. 

When this opinion of the felicity of others pre-- 
dominates in the heart, fo as to excite refolutions oC 
obtaining at whatever price, the condition to which. 
fuch tranfcendent privileges are fuppofed to be an- 
nexed ; when it burfts into adlion, and producer 
fraud, violence, and injuilice, it is to be purfucd 
with all the rigour of legal punifhments. But 
while operating only upon the thoughts, it difturbs 
none but him who has happened to admit it, and» 
however it may interrupt content, makes no attack 
on piety or virtue, I cannot think it fo far crimin4 
or ridiculous, but that it may deferve fome pity, 
and admit fome excufe. 

That all are equally happy, or miferable, I fup- 
pofe none is fufBciently enthufiaftical to maintain ; 
becaufe though we cannot judge of the conditioa 
of others, yet every man has found frequent viciffl- 
tudes in his own Hate, and muft therefore be con.- 
vinced that life is fufceptible of more or Jieft fdt- 
chy . What then fhall forbid us to endeavour dhc 
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alteration, of that which is capable of being im- 
proved, and to grafp at augmentations of good, 
virhen we know it poiiible to be increafed, and 
V>€Ueve that any particular change of fituation will 
increafe it. 

If he that finds himfelf uneafy may rcafonably 
make efforts to rid himfelf from vexation, all man- 
kind have a fufficifent plea for fome degree of reft- 
leffnefsy and the fault feems to be litt^ more than 
too much temerity of concluiion in favour of fome- 
thing not yet experienced, and too much readinefs 
to believe, that the mifery which our own pailions 
and appetites produce, is brought upon us by ac- 
cidental caufes and external efficients. 

It is, indeed, frequently difcovered by us, that 
we complained too hailily of peculiar hardfhips, and 
imagined ourfelves diitinguidied by embarraiTments, 
in which other claffes of men are equally entangled, 
■We often change a lighter for a greater evil, and 
wifli ourfelves reftored again to the ftate from which 
we thought it defirable to be delivered. But this 
knowledge, though it is eafily gained by the trial, 
is not always attainable any other way ; and that 
error cannot juitly be reproached, which reafoii 
could not obviate, nor prudence avoid. 

To take a view at once diftinft and comprehen- 
five of human hfe, with all its intricacies of com- 
bination and varieties of connexion, is beyond the 
power of mortal intelligences. Of the Hate with 
which praclice has not acquainted us, we fnatch a 
glimpfe, we difcern a point, and regulate the reft by 
pafiion, and by fancy. In this enquiry every 
lavourite prejudice, every innate defire, is bmfy to 

deceive 
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deceive us. We are unhappy, at leaft lefs Irappy 
than our nattire feems to admit ; wc neceffarfly 
defire the melioration of our lot ; what we defini 
wc very reafoaably feek, and what we feet wc are 
naturally eager to believe that we have fountL 
'' Our confidence is often difappointed, but our 
reafon is not convinced, and there is no rrtan who 
does not hope for fomething which he has not, 
though perhaps his wi{hes lie unaftive, becaufc be 
forefees the difficulty of attainment. As among 
the numerous ftudents of Hermetic philofophy, not 
one appears to have dcfifted from the tafk of tranf* 
mutation, from conviAion of its impoffibiKty, but 
from wearinefs of toil, or impatience of <Way, a 
broken body, or exhaufted fortune. 

Irrefolution and mutability are often the Faults of 
men, whofe views are vndcj and whofe imagination 
is vigorous and excurfive, becaufe they cannot con- 
fine their thoughts within their own boundaries of 
aftion, but are continually ranging over all the 
fcened of human exiftence, and confequently arc 
often apt to conceive that they fall upon new re- 
gions of pleafure, and ftart new poffibilities of hap- 
pinefs. Thus they are bufied with a perpetual 
fucceffion of fchemes, and pafs their lives in alternate 
elation and forrow, for want of that calm and im- 
moveable acquiefccnce in their condition, by vrhich 
men of flower underllandings are fixed for ever to 
a certain point, or led on in the plain beaten track, 
which their fathers and grand-fires have trod before 
them. 

Of two conditions of hfe equally inviting to' the 
profped^, that will always have the difedvantag^ 

which 
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X^hlch. we liave already tried ; becaufe the evils 
which we have felt we cannot extenuate ; and 
though we have, perhaps from nature, the power 
as "well of aggravating the calamity which we fear, 
as of heightening the blefling we expeft, yet fn 
thofe meditations which we indulge by choice^ 
and which are not forced upon 4;he mind by ne- 
ceffity, we have always the art of fixing our regard 
upon the more pleafing images, and fuffer hope to 
difpofe the lights by which we look upon futurity. 
The good and ill of different modes of life are 
fometimes fo equally oppofed, that perhaps no man 
ever yet made his choice between them upon a 
full convi(ftion and adequate knowledge ; and 
therefore fluftuation of will is not more wonder- 
ful, when they are oppofed to the election, than 
ofciHations of a beam charged with equal weights. 
The mind no fooner imagines itfelf determined by 
ibxne prevalent advantage, than fome convenience of 
' equal weight is difcovered on the other fide, and 
the jrefolutions which are fuggefted by the nicefl 
examination, are often repented as foon as they 
are taken. 

Eumenes, a young man of great abilities, inhe- 
rited a large eftate from a father, long eminent itf 
confpicuous employments. His father, harafled 
with competitions, and perplexed with multipli* 
city of bufinefs, recommended the quiet of a private 
fbition with fo much force, that Eumenes for 
fome years refilled every motion of ambitious 
w^idies ; but being once provoked by the fight of 
oppreffion, which he could not redrefs, he began 
to think it the duty of an honeil man to enable 
Vol. IL F himfelf 
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himfelf to protc£l others^ and gradually felt ft 
defire of greatnefs, excited by a thoufand proje6b 
of advantage to his country. His fortune placed 
hitn in the fenate, his knowledge and eloquence 
advanced him at court, and he pofTeiled that autho* 
rity and influence which he had refolved to exot 
for the happinefs of mankind. 

He now became acquainted with greatnefs, anl 
was in a fhort time convinced, that in proportioul 
as the power of doing well is enlarged, the temp^l 
tations to do ill are multiplied and enforced. He 1 
felt himfelf every moment in danger of being either 
feduced or driven from his honed purpofes. Some- 
times a friend was to be gratified, and fometimet 
a rival to be crufhed, by means which his confcience i 
could not approve. Sometimes he was forced to | 
comply with the prejudices of the publick, and 
fometimes with the fchemes of the miniHry. He 
was by degrees wearied with perpetual ftruggles to 
unite policy and virtue, and went back to retire- 
ment as the fhelter of innocence, perfuaded, that 
he could only hope to benefit mankind by a blame- 
lefs example of private virtue. Here he fpent 
fome years in tranquillity and beneficence ; but 
finding that corruption incteafed, and falfe opinions 
in government prevailed, he thought himfelf again 
fummoned to polls of publick truft, from which 
new evidence of his own weaknefs again determined 
him to retire. 

Thus men may be made inconftant by virtue 
and by vice, by too much or too little thought ; yet 
inconltancy, however dignified by its motives, is al- 
ways to be avoided, becaufe life allows us but a 

fmall 
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fmall time for enquiry and' experiment, and he that 
ftcadily endeavours at exceucnce, in whatever em- 
ployment, will more benefit mankind than he that 
hefitates in chufing his part till he is called to the 
performance. The traveller that refolutely followi 
a rough and winding path, will fooner reach the 
end of his journey, than he that is always chang- 
ing his diredion, and waftes the hours of day -light 
in looking for fmoother ground and ihorter paf* 
iages. 



Numb. 64, Saturday OSober 27, 1750. 

Idem velle^et idem nolle ^ ea demum Jirma amicitia efi, 

Sallust. 

To live in friendfhip is to have the fame deCres and th^ 
fame averiions. 

WHEN Socrates was building himfelf a 
houfe at Athens, being afked by one that 
obferved the httlenefs of the defign, why a man fo 
eminent would not have an abode more fuitablc to 
his dignity? he replied, that he fhould think 
himfelf fufBciently accommodated, if he could fee 
that narrow habitation filled with real friends. 
Such was the opinion of this great mailer of hu- 
Jnan life, concerning the infrcquency of fuch an 
Vinion of piindsas might deferve the name of friend* 

F3 fhip, 
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ftiip, that among the multitudes whom vanity or 
curiofity, civility or veneration, crowded about 
him, he did not expe£l, that very fpacious apart- 
ments would be neceifary to contain all that (hould 
regard him with fmcere kindnefs, or adhere to him 
with fteady fidelity. 

So many qualities are indeed requifite to the 
pofTibility of friendfhip, and To many accidents 
muft concur to its rife and its continuance, that the 
greateft part of mankind content themfelves with* 
out it, and fupply its place as they can, with in- 
tereft and dependence. 

• Multitudes are unqualified for a conftant and 
warm reciprocation of benevolence, as they are in- 
capacitated for any other elevated excellence by 
perpetual attention to their intereil, and unrefiiling 
fubje£lion to their paflions. ' Long habits may 
fuperinduce inability to deny any defire, or reprefs, 
by fuperior motives, the importunities of any im- 
mediate gratification, and an inveterate felfifhnefs 
will imagine all advantages diminifhed in propor- 
tion as they are communicated. 

But not only this hateful and confirmed corrup*- 
tion, but many varieties of difpoiition, not incoti- 
fiftent with common degrees of virtue may exclude 
fri^dfhip from the heart. Some ardent enough in 
their benevolence, and defe6live neither in ofEci- 
oufnefs nor liberality, are mutable and uncertain, 
foon attrafted by new objet^s, difgufted without 
offence, and alienated without enmity. Others 
are foft and flexible, eafily influenced by reports 
or whifpers, ready to catch alarms from every du- 
bious circumdance, and to liilen to every fufpicion 

which 
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^hicji envy and flattery (hall fuggcft, to follow the 
opinion of every confident advifer, and move by 
the impulfe of the lail breath. Some are impa-* 
tient of contradi6^ion, more willing to go wrong 
"by their own judgment, than to be indebted for a 
better or fafer way to the fagacity of another, in- 
clined to confider counfel as infult, and enquiry as 
"want of confidence, and to confer their regard on 
no other term^ than unrefei^ved fubmiflion and im« 
plicit compliance/ Some are dark and involved^ 
equally careful to conceal good and bad purpofes ; 
and pleafed with producing efFe£is by invilible 
meafis, and fhewing their defign only in its execu-f 
lion* Others are univerfally communicative, 
alike open to every eye, and equally profufe of 
their own fecrets and thofe of others, without 
the neceffary vigilaujce of caution, or the honed 
arts of prudent integrity, ready to accufe without 
maL'ce, and to betray without treachery. Any of 
thefe may be ufeful to the community, and pafs 
through the world with the reputation of good 
purpofes and uncorrupted morals, but they are un- 
fit for cjofe and tender intimacies. }ie cannot 
properly be chofen for a friend, whofe kindnefs is 
exhaled by its own warmth, or frozen by the firft 
blaft of dander ; he cannot be a ufeful counfellor^ 
who will hear no opinion but his own ; he will 
not much invite confidence whofe principal maxim 
is to fufpe6l ; nor can the candour and franknefs 
of that man be much efleemed, who fpreads his 
arms to human-kind, and makes every man, with- 
put diflin6iion, a denizen of his bofom. 

That friendfhip may be at once fond and lafling^ 

F^ thcr. 
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there muft not only be equal virtue ob each pait« 
but virtue of the fame kind, not only the fame end 
muil be propofed, but the fame means^ muft: be 
approved by both. We arc often, by fuperficial 
acGomplifhments and accidental endearmenta, in- 
duced to love thofe whom we cannot efteepn ; we 
are fometimes, by great abilities, and inconteftiUe 
evidences of virtue, compelled to eileem thoiie 
whom we cannot love. But friendfhip, compound- 
ed of efteem and love, derives from one its tender- 
nefs, and its permanence from the other ; and 
therefore requires not only that its candidates 
(hould gain the judgment, but that they ihould 
attra<El the affed^ions ; that they fhould not o&ly 
be firm in the day of diftrefs but gay in the hour 
of jolhty ; not only ufeful in exigencies, but fJeaf- 
ing in familiar life ; their prefence fhould give 
chearfulnefs as well as courage, and difpel alike 
the gloom of fear and of melancholy. 

To this mutual complacency is generally requi- 
fite an uniformity of opinions, at leail of thofe ac- 
tive and confpicuoua principles which difcriminate 
parties in government, and fe6fcs in religion, and 
which every day operate more or lefs on the com* 
mon bufinefs of life. For though great tender- 
nefs has, perhaps been fometimes known to con- 
tinue between men eminent in contrary factions, 
yet fuch friends are to be (hewn rather as pco* 
digles than examples $ and it is no more proper 
to regulate our condu£l by fuch iniiances, than to 
leap a precipice, becaufe fome have fallen from it 
and efcaped with life. 

It cunnot but be extremely difficult to prefervc 

private 
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private kindnefsin the mkin: of publick oppofitioD, 
ta which will neccffarily be involved a thoufand 
incidents^ extending their influence to converfation 
and privacy. Men engaged, by moral or religious 
motives, ia contrary parties, will generally look 
with different eyes upon every man, and decide al- 
moft every queftion upon different principles. 
When fuch occaiions of difpute happen, tb com- 
ply is to betray our caufe, and to maintain friend- 
fliip by ceafing to deferve it ; to be filent, is to 
lofe the happinefs and dignity of independence, to 
live in perpetual conilraint, and to defert, if not to 
betray : and who ihall 4<^^^nnine which of two 
friends (hall yield, where neither believes himfelf 
inidaken, and both confefs the importance of the 
queftion ? What then remains but contradiction 
and debate ? and from thofe what can b^ expefted, 
but acrimony and vehemerfcfe, the infalence of 
triumph, the vexation of defeat, and, in time, a 
wearinefs of conteft, and an extin(^on of benevo- 
lence ? Exchange of endearments and intercourfe 
of civility may continue, indeed, as boughs may 
for a while be verdant, when the root is wounded ; 
but the poifon of difcord is infufed, and though 
the countenance may preferve its fmile, the heart 
is hardening and contrading. 

That man will not be long agreeable, whom we 
fee only in times of ferioufnefs and feverity ; and 
therefore to maintain the foftnefs and ferenity of 
benevolence, it is neceffary that friends partake 
each others pleafures as well as cares, and be led to 
the fame diveriions by fimilitude of taile. This is, 
iowQYtr, not to be confidered as equally indifpenf* 

able 
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able with conformity of principles^ becaufe any 
man may honeftJy, according to the precepts of 
Horace, refign the gratifications of taftc to the 
humour of another, and friendfhip may well de- 
ferve the facri(ice of pleafurc, though not of con- 
fcience. 

It was once confeflcd to rac, by a painter, thai 
no profeflbr of his art ever ioved another. This 
declaration is fo far juftified by the knowledge of 
life, as to damp the hopes of warm and conftant 
friendfhip, between men whom their iludies have 
made competitors, and whom every favpurer and 
every cenfurcr are hourly inciting againft each 
other. The utmoft expeAation that experience 
can warrant, is, that they fhould forbear open hof. 
tilities ' and fecret machinations, and when the 
whole fraternity is attacked, be able to unite 
againft a common foe. Some however, though 
few, may perhaps be fopndy in whom emulation 
has not been able to overpower generofity, who arc 
diftinguifhed from lower beings by nobler motives 
than the love of fame, and can preferve the facred 
flame of friendfhip from the guils of pride and the 
rubbifh of intereft. 

Friendfhip is feldom lading but between equals, 
or where the fuperiority on one fide is reduced by 
fbme equivalent advantage on the other- Benefits 
\^hich cannot be repaid, and obligations which 
cannot be difcharged, are not commonly found to 
increafe affection; they excite gratitude indeed, 
and heighten veneration, but commonly take away 
that ealy freedom^ and familiarity of intercourfe, 
^vithout which,. though there may be fidelity, and 

?^al| 
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Leal, and admiration, there cannot be friendfhip. 
Thus imperfeA are all earthly blefiings ; the great 
efFe£i of friendfhip is l>eneficence, yet . by the firll 
a^ of uncommon kindnefs it is endangered, like 
plants that bear their fruit and die. Yet this con- 
lideration ought not to reftrain bounty or reprefs 
compaffion j for duty is to be preferred before 
convenience, and he that lofes part of the pleafures 
of friendfhip by his generofity, gains in its place 
the gratulation of his confcience. 
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Garrit aniles 
Ex re fabelloj* " HoR* 

The cheerfiil fage, when folemn di<ftates fail, 
Conceals the moral counfel in a tale* 

O BID AH, the fon of Abenfina, left the ca- 
ravanfera early in the morning, and purfued 
ills journey through the plains of Indoftan. He 
was firefti and vigorous with reft ; he was animat- 
ed with hope ; he was incited by defire ; he 
valked fwifdy forward over the vallies, and faw 
the hills gradually rifmg before him. As he paifed 
along, his cars were delighted with the morning 
fong of the bird of paradife, he was fanned by the 
lad flutters of the Anking breeze, and fprinkled 

with 
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with dew by groves offpices; he fometimcs con* 
templated the towering height of the oak, monardi 
of the hills ; and fometimes caught the gentle 
fragrance of the primrofe, eldeft daughter of the 
fpring : all his fcnfes were gratified, and all care 
was banifhed from his heart. 

Thus he went on till the fun approached hif 
meridian, and the increafing heat preyed upon hi» 
ftrength ; he then looked round about him fcf 
fome more commodious path. He faw, on fail 
right hand, a grove that feemed to wave its ihadei 
as a fign of invitation ; he entered it, and found 
the coolnefs and verdure irrefiftibly pleafant. He 
did not, however, forget whither he was travel- 
ling, but found a narrow way bordered witl 
flowers, which appeared to have the fame dire^oa 
with the main road, and was pleafed that, by this 
happy experiment, he had found means to unite 
pleafure with bufinefs, and to gain the rewards of 
diligence vrithout fufFering its fatigues. He, 
therefore, ftill continuecf to walk for a time, with- 
out the leaft remiffion of his ardour, except that 
he was fometimes tempted to ftop by the mufick ti 
the birds, whom the heat had aflembled in the 
fhade ; and fometimes amufed himfelf with pluck- 
ing the flowers that covered the banks on either 
fide, or the fruits that hung upon the branches. 
At laft the green path began to decline from its 
firfl tendency, and to wind among hills andthickcts, 
cooled witli fountains, and murmuring with water 
falls. Here Obidah paufed for a time, and began 
to confider whether it yrerc longer fafe to forfake 
the known and common track ; but remembering 

that 
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feat the heat was now in its greateft violence, and 
hat the plain was dufty and uneven, he, refolved 
o purfue the new path, which he fuppofed only to 
nake a few meanders, in compliance with the 
varieties of the ground, and to end at laH in the 
common road. 

Having thus calmed his folicitude, he renewed 
kis pace, though he fufpedled that he was not 
j^aining ground. This uneafinefs of his mind in- 
dined him to lay hold on every new objedl, and 
|[ive way to every fenfation that might footh or 
oivert him. He liftened to every echo, he mount- 
rf every hill for a frefh profpei^, he turned afide 
to every cafcade, and pleafed himfelf with tracing 
the courfe of a gentle river that mlled among the 
trees, and watered a large region with innumerable 
circumvolutions. In thefe amufements the hours 
paffed away uncounted, his deviations had per- 
plexed his memory, and he knew not towards what 
point to travel. He flood penfive and confufcd, 
afraid to go forward left he fhould go wrong, yet 
confcious that the time of loitering was now pa ft. 
While he was thus toftured with uncertainty, the 
flcy was overfpread with clouds, the day vanifhed 
from before him, and a fudden tempeft gathered 
round his head. He was now roufed by his dan- 
ger to a quick and painful remembrance of his 
folly ; he now faw how happinefs is loft when eafe 
is confulted ; he lamented the unmanly impatience 
that prompted him to feek Ihelter in the giove, 
*nd defpifed the petty curlofity that led him on 
from trifle to trifi«. While he was thus refledling, 

the 
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the air grew blacker, and a clap of thunder liToki 
his meditation. 

He now refolvedtodo what remained yet in Kit 
power,, to tread back the ground which he had pa/' 
led, ani try to find fome ifi'ue where the wood 
might open into the plain. He proftiated himfdf 
on the ground, and commended his life to tk 
JLord of nature. He rofe with confidence and 
tranquillity, and preifed on with his fabre in ^ 
hand, for the beafts of the defert were in motiooj 
and^ on every baud were heard the mingled bowk 
of rage and fear, and ravage and expiration ; al 
the horrors of darknefs and folitude furrounded hint 
the winds roared in the woods, and the torreoSi 
tumbled from the hills, 

WorVd into fudden rage by wintry Ihow'rs, 
Down the ftcep hill the roaring torrent pours : 
The mountain ihepherd hears the diJtUnt noife. 

Thus forlorn and diftrcfied, he wandered through 
the wild, without knowing wl\ither he was going» 
or whether he was every moment drawing nearer 
to fafety or to deftrudtion. At length, not to 
but labour began to overcome him ; his br«adi 
grew fhort, and his knees trembled, and he was oo 
the point of lying down in refignation to his fate^ 
when he beheld through the brambles the glimincf 
of a taper. He advanced towards the light, and 
finding that it proceeded from the cottage of a 

henuit 



Mttntf he espied ktimbly at the cibor, and obtain- 
Id admilEba. Tke old Tttvtt fet b^fotie him fuch 
^ofiCidtis as he had coIle6led for hihifdf, on which 
Obtdah £6d ^Slheagdmefis and gratitude. 

When the repaft wad over, <» Tell me," feid the 
bemlic, *• by whtit chance thott haft been brought 
^ hither ; I haVe bc€n rioW twenty years ah in- 
** habitant of the wildemefs, in which I nevet faW 
<* maft belbi?c."' Obidah then related the occur* 
feoceff of hk joMiey, without any eonc<f alment 
or pafliatidn. 

" Smi>" fold the herrftit, *^ let the errors and 
** foUke, the dattgW and ifcape of diis day, fink" 
** deep^ifeto thy, heart. Remember, rtiy fon, that 
** hMinaft life IB' the journey of a day. We rife 
^ in the ntoi^iiig of youth,, full of vigour and full 
'* of elcpe6tation ; We £tt forward with fpirit and 
" hope, witli gaiety dnd with diligence, and 
** ttiswel on a While in the ftraight road of piety 
'^ towards the ihanfiona of reft. In a fhort time 
•** we veatk our fervour, arid endeavour to find 
'* forlie mitigation of our duty, and fome more 
** eafy Cleans 6f obtaining the fame end. We 
*' thett nelax our vigour, and refolve no longer to 
** be terrified with' crimes at a diftance, but rely 
** updn our own conftancy, and venture to ap- 
**" proslch what, we refolve never to touch. We 
*' thus enter the bowers of eafc, and repofe in the 
*• (haded of fecurity. Here the heart foftcn«, arid 
** vigiknce fubfides ; we are then willing to en- 
** qidre Whcfthcr another advance cannot be made, 
•• and whether we may npt, at leaft, turn our eyes 
♦* upon the gardens of^pleafure. Wc approach 
T^. IL 9 ••them 
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•* them with fcruple and hefitation ; wc cntct 

*^ them, but enter timorous and trembling» and 

<* always hope to pafs through them without 

** lofing the road of virtue, which we, for a while, 

<* keep in our fight, and to which we propofc to 

<^ return. But temptation fucceeds temptatioOf 

*^ and one compliance prepares u» for another ; 

<* we in time lofe the happinefs of innocence, and 

*' folace our difquiet with fenfual grratifications. 

«* By degrees we let fall the remembrance of qui 

** original intention, and quit the only adequate 

•* objedk of rational defire. We entangle ourfdva 

** in buianefs, immerge ourfelves in luxury, and 

** rove through the labyrinths of inconftancy, tiH 

** the darknefs of old age begins to invade us, and 

•* difeafe and anxiety obftrud our way. We 

•< then look back upon. our fives with horror, with 

•* forrow, with repentance j and wi(h, but too 

*^ often vainly wifh, that we had not forfaken tbt 

<* ways of virtue. Happy are they, my fon, who 

f< ihall learn from thy example not to defpair^ but 

<< (hall remember^ that though the day is paftt 

*< and their ftrength is wafted, there yet remafm 

«* one effort to be made ; that reformation is nevff 

" hopelefs, nor fincere endeavours ever unafillled ; 

'< that the wanderer may at length return after al 

«< his errors; and that he who implores ftrength 

•* and courage from above, Ihjall find danger and 

** difficulty give way before him. Go now, my 

•< fon, to thy repofc, commit thyfelf to the care 

«< of Omnipotence, and when the morning caHi 

•« again to toil, begin anew thy journey and thy 

« life." 
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NyiwB. 66,' Saturday, November 3, 175a. 

Pauei Jignofcitre pojfunt 
Vera 6ona, atque ilfu multum iivtrfa^ remtfia 
fimru nebula» Juv. 

^How few 

' Know their own good ; or, knowing it, purfue ? 
How void of reafon are our hopes and fears ? Dry. 

THE folly of human wiihes and purfuits has 
always been a ilanding fubje<^ of mirth and 
declamation, and has been ridiculed and lamented 
lirom age to age ; till perhaps the frnitlefs repeti- 
tion of complaints and cenfnres may be juftly num* 
Bered among the fi^Djeds of cenfure and complaint. 
Some of thefe inflrudors of mankind have not 
contented themfelves with checking th| overflows 
of paffion, and lopping the exuberance of deiire, 
but have attempted to deftroy the root as well as 
the branches ; and not only to confine the mind 
within bounds, but to fmooth it for ever by a dead 
calm. They have employed their reafon and elo- 
quence to perfuade us, that nothing is worth the 
wiih of a wife man, have reprefented ail earthly 
good and evil as indifferent, and counted among 
vulgar errors the dread of pain and the love of 
life. 

' It is almoft always the unhappinefs of a vi(^ori- 
ous difputant, to deilroy his own authority by 
claiming too many confequences, or diffufmg uis 
propodtion to an indefenfible extent. When we , 
))ave heated our zeal in a caufe, and elated our 
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coniidence with fuCcefs, we are naturally inclined 
to purfue the &nve |r^ ^f M&afpjningg to eiiUblilh 
fome collateral truths to remove fome adjacent 
difficulty, and to take in t][ie wliok oomprehenfion 
of our fyfteia.. Afi a prince^ in the ardour of 
acquiiition, is willing to fecure his firft conqueft by 
the addition of another, a^^ fortrefs to fortrefs, and 
city to city, till defp^ir and opportunity Ufxn his 
enemies upoa him, and he lofe^ 19 a iv^no^nt the 
glory of a reign. 

The philofi^fuhett h^m^g hfmi m tftfy viAory* 
over thofe ^efirw which we pvpdiiee in oyuifelvfs, 
and which temus^e in (oQie im^gin^ry ft«te of 
h^ppinefs unkAowft aQ4 uaattaifi^bki pK^ceeded i» 
no^ farther ini»94s n^on the heart, mfd attacked 
at U& OUT ffn&s a,D4 (Hirini^iD^s- They oontinwcd 
t^ war Ujpon nature with 9n»8, hy which only fioily 
could h^ cojoquered ; they therefore loft tW tn^ 
phies Q|f their ^rmer eomfaiEitt^ and were qaofideved 
np loager W'itk revercaee or vegird. 

Yet k cannot bf with juftice denied, that th^ 
men h^ve been very ufefid qnoaitors, and have left 
many proofs of (troag reafea, deep penetratio 
and ^cuF^te attjention to the affairaof lifie, wi 
it as naw our bufinefa to feparate from the foam 
a boilii^ imagin^tipa, aad to apply judick»«ifly 
our own ufe. They bave ftiewD that sooft of I 
conditions of life, which raife the envy of t 
tia«arou;s, ao4 roMfe the amhitioaof the mring, arc 
empty (how« of felicity, which* when they hecTomei 
fi^bur, lofe their power of dehghting, aad that 
the moft pvofperouB and existed nave very few ad 
vantages over 9 meaner and more oUeure fortuaei 

when 
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ffhen their dangers and folicitudes are balanced 
againft their equipage, their banquets, and their 
palaices. 

It is natural Sot every man uninftruAed to mur- 
mur at his condition, becaufe, in the general infeli- 
city of life, he feels his own miferies, without 
knowing that they are common to all the reft of the 
rpecies ; and therefore, though he will not be lefs 
feofible of pain by being told that others are equal- 
ly tormented, he will at leaft be freed fkim the 
temptation of feeking by perpetual changes that 
eafe which is no where to be found, and though 
bis difeafe ftill continues, he efcapes the hazard of 
ezafperating it by remedies. 
• The gratifications which affluence of wealth, ex- 
tent of power, and eminence of reputation confer, 
muft be always, by their own nature, confined to a . 
very fmall number ; and the life of the gpreater part 
i»f mankind muft be loft in empty wifhes and pain- 
ful comparifons, were not the balm of philofophy 
Ihcd upon us, and our difcontent at the appear- 
mces of an unequal diftribution foothed and ap" 
peafed. 

It feemed, perhaps, below the dignity of the 
treat mafters of moral learning to defcend to fami- 
iar life; and caution mankind againft that petty 
mibition which is known among us by the name of 
ranity ; which yet had been an undertaking-not 
inworthy of the longeft beard and moft folemn auf- 
crity. For though the pailions of little minds, 
uEting in low ftations, do not fill the world with 
>loodfhed and devaftations, or mark, by great 
:v^Qts, the periods of time, yet they torture th^ 

G 3 breaft 
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lNre»ft Oft whkh they fdx^ iaftft thefe that art 
placed wtlhiji the reach of thor tiiiueiice» dcftrof 
private quiet and private Tirtue^andundenoiac in* 
igBQkthf the hsppiaefis of ^e werl^. 

The defire of excellence is latid^Me^ but is verf 
iscque»tly i]l-dirf6kedi We faH hy chances kta 
ibmecUft ofmaQkindt and without coofultiRg na* 
ture or wifdom^ r^We to gain theiv regard by tbofe 
qualities which they happen to efteem. I qnce 
knew a maa reisarimbly dim-fighted^ who* by conr 
ver&ig much with country gentletKen» found bim- 
fielf irrefcftibly determined to fylvam honomra. l£i 
great aonbilion was to fhoot flyis^ snd be there* 
fore fpent whole days in the wood^ purfttia^ Sf^n^ » 
whicht before he wa9 near enough to fee thes^ bis 
approach fsighted away. 

When it bippeos that the deftre tends to o^bjedi 
which produce bo competition^ it msy be OTcrlook- 
ed with fome indulgence^ beoavfe, however firuitlefc 
or abfurd, it cannot have iE efFe&a. upon the marak. 
But moft oE oar enjoyments owe their v»kke to the 
peculiarity of poiieflion^ and when they ans r«td 
at too high a value> give occafiou to flratagetna of 
raaligmty, aad incite oppoikion, hatred, and de 
famatioiK The oonteft of two meal beautks for 
preference and dtftin6tioin9 is okm foffidently keen 
and t>aneoiiou» tot fiB their breafU with . att t&oife 
paflions which are generally thought the curfe ooiy 
of feniObeSi eSvmm^ and of courts ; and tke rivi^ 
dancers of an ohfeure aflembly have their partifaiis 
and abettors, oliten not kfa cK^fporatod againA each 
other« than thofo who are pmmoting the iaterefta 
of dvalmoaircha. 

It 
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It k common to co«fld«« thofe whom we find 
infe^ed with a& unreaToiiable regard ibr trifling 
s^'con»pliihinent8y us c^^arg^able with ail the ccn- 
fequeoces of their folly, »Dd as thfi authors of tbsir 
owu unhappioefs ; hut„ perbapH thofe wkoin we 
tkuB £cQvn or deleft have HM>re claim to tcndemei* 
th^n has been yet allowed theva. Before we per-. 
Toit our feverity to bresik loofe upon any lardt or 
error, wQ ought iv^xdy to ^onfider how much we 
have cquAteo^nced or proqioted it« We fee mul*. 
titudes bufy in the purfuit of riches, at the ex- 
pence of wifdom and of virtue ; b^ we fee the 
reft of maekiad approving their condti^, and m* 
citing their eagemefs, by paying that regard and 
deference to wealth which wifdom and virtue can 
only deferve. We fee. wom^ univerfaBy jealo«» of 
the reputation of their beauty, and frequently look 
with contempt on the care with which they ftudy 
(heir complexions, endeavoui to prefcnreorto fup- 
ply the bloom of youth,^ regulate every oroawent, 
twift their haix* iiito curU^ aAaihads their Caces from 
the weather. We recommend the cane of their 
nobler part, and tell them how little addition it 
made by aU their arts to the graces of the min^.' 
But wbien wa& ii known that fem^e goodnefs or 
knowledge was able to attra^ that o!£ck)QfiBe&„ 
or infpire that ardour^ which beaiity producer 
whenever it appeakcs I And with what hops can wo 
endeavour to peitiu^de the, ladies^ thatth&timefpcnb 
at the toilet is loft tn iiapifey, wheothfiy hove ewevy' 
n»oinent fome new couA^id^on, that their itAGseStip 
more efFediuaUy pronvated by a ribband wall dif^MvC-* 
ed^ ihdfk by the brighter ad of hesoick virti^ 1 

In 
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In every inftance of vanity it will be found, that 
the blame ought to be (hared among more than jt 
generally reaches ; all who exalt trifles by immode- 
rate praife, or inftigate needlefs emulation by in- 
vidious incitements, are to be confidered as per- 
Yerters of reafon and corrupters of the world : and 
fmce every man is obliged to promote happinefs and 
virtue, he (hould be careful not to miflead unwary 
minds, by appearing to fct too high a value upon 
things by which no real excellence is conferred. 



Numb. 67. Tuesday, November 6^ I750» 

A i y iX^iiiis /3«#x«9'/ (pvyrni^t ''t ^oyogj 
Ketkits a^imnv SfAfiifi^ juiA.Avr/ ^i. 

Exiles, the proverb fays, fubfift on hope, 
Delufivc hope ftill points to diftant good, 
To good that mocks approach. 

THERE is no temper fo generally indulged 
as hope ; other paffions operate by ftarts on 
particular occadons, or in certain parts of life ; 
but hope begins with the firft power of comparing 
our a<Elual with our poflible Rate, and attends us 
through every ftage and period, always urging us 
forward to new acquifitions, and holding out fome 
dillant bleffings to our view, promifing us either 
relief from pain, or increafe of happinefs. 

Hope is neceflary in every condition. The miCe- 

riet 
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M8 of poverty, of fickiiefs, pf captivity, would, 
without tkis comfort, be unfupportable ; nor does 
it appear that the happieft lot of terrefirial exigence 
can let us above the v^ant of this general bleiCng ; 
or that life, when the gifts of nature and of 
i)rtUDe are accumulated upon k, would not (till he 
wietched, were k not elevated and delighted by the 
e^Kclation of fcmie new pofTt-flion, of fome enjuy- 
vat yet behind, by which the wiih ihall be at 
U iatisfied^ and the heart iilled up to its utnvoli 
Went. 

Hope is, indeed, very fallacious, and promifcs 
*kit u feldom gives ; but its pronufes are more 
^ble than the gifts of fortune, and it fekloin 
faifirates us without afiuring us of recompenfing 
tk delay by a greater bounty. 

I was mufing on this ilrange inclination which 
tKty man feek to deceive himfelf, and confidering 
tk advantages and dangers proceeding from this 
pj profpe6t of futurity, when, falling afleep, on 
a fiidden I found myfclf placed in a garden, of 
vUch my fight could defcry no limits. Evciy 
fcene about me was gay and gladfome, light with 
Uhine, and fragrant with perfumes ; the ground 
>li painted with all the variety of fpring, and all 
tLe choir of nature was iinging in the grove*). 
When I had recovered from the lirft raptures, 
*ith which the confuGon of pleafure had for a time 
citiRoced me, I began to take a particular and de- 
IkiVte view of this dehghtful region. I then pci- 
Oeived that I liad yet higher gratifications to ex- 
pcd, and that, at a fmall dillance from me, there 
*oe brighter flowers, clearer fountains, and n:uro 
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lofty grovca, where the birclsy which I yet heara 
but faintly, were exerting all the power of melody. 
The trees about me were beautiful with verdure, 
and fragrant with bloffoms ; but I was tempted to 
leave them bj the fight of ripe fruits, which feemed 
to hang only to be plucked. I therefore walked 
haftily forwards, but found, as I proceeded, that 
the colours of the field faded at my approach, the 
fruit fell before I reached it, the birds flew ftHl 
iinging before me, and though I preiTed onward 
with great celerity, I was (till in fight of pleafurei 
of which I could not yet gain the pofTeiiion, and 
which feemed to mock hiy diligence, and to retire 
as I advanced* 

Though I was confounded with fo many alter- 
nations of joy and grief, I yet pcrfifted to go for- 
ward, in hopes that thefe fugitive delights would in 
time be overtaken. At length 1 faw an innumer- 
able multitude of every age and fex, who feemed all 
to partake of fome general felicity; for every 
cheek was flufhed with confidence, and every eye 
fparkled with eagemefs ; yet each appeared to 
have fome particular and fecret pleafure, and very 
few were willing to communicate their intentions, 
of extend their concern, beyond themfelves. Moft 
of them feemed, by the rapidity of their motiooi 
too bufy to gratify the curiofity of a flranger, and 
therefore I was content for a while to gaze upon 
them, without interrupting them with troublefome 
enquiries. At lail I obferved one man worn with 
time, and unable to Uruggle in the crowd ; and 
therefore, fuppofing him more at Icifure, I began 
ID accoil him ; but he turned from me with angcci 

fP4 
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%xA told me he muft not be difturbed,'fof the great 
fiour of projedion was now come, when Mercury 
(hould lofe his wings, and flavery (hould no longer 
dig the mine for gold. 

I left him, and attempted another, whofe foft- 

liefs of mien, and eafy movement, gave me reafon^ 

to hope for a more agreeable reception ; but hp 

lold me, with alow bow, that, nothing v would 

biake him more happy than an opportunity of 

fervjng me, which he could not now want, for 8^ 

place « which he had been twenty years fbliciting 

would be foon vacant. From him I had recourfe 

to the next, who was departing iu hafte to take 

poifeflion of the eiiate of an uncle, who by the 

courfe of nature could not hve long. He that 

followed was preparing to dive for treafure in a 

new-invented bell ; ana another was on the point 

of difcovering the longitude. 

Being thus rejeAed wherefoever I applied myfelf 
for information, I began to imagine it beil to defiil 
from enquiry, and try what my own obfervation 
would difcover : but feeing a young man, gay and 
thoughtlefs, 1 refolved upon one more experimentf 
and was informed, that I was in the garden of 
Hope, the daughter of Desire, and that all thofe 
whom I faw thus tumultuoufly buflhng round; me^ 
were incited by the promifes of Hope, and haften* 
"•ing to feize the gifts which (he held in her hand. 
I turned my fight upward, and faw a goddefs in 
the bloom of youth, fitting on a throne : around 
her lay all the gifts of fortune, and all the bleilings 
of life were fpread abroad to view 5 (he had a per- 
petual gaiety of afpedt, and every one imagine4 
* that 
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that her finik, which was m^ettfM and 
Wad directed to hiififelf, and triumphed in hid owtf I 
fuperiority t?& othen»> who had eoticeivcd the fanft' 
confidence from the fame miftake, 
- I then mounted an eminence, ftoHa which t kad 
t more e^^ilve view of the whole j^ee, and CGdi|| 
with lefst perplexity eonftder the different cooduft 
6f the crowds that filled k. I^rom this ftation 1] 
obferved, thai: the entttince into the garden 
Hope was by two gates, one of which was kepthf^ 
Rea'son, and the other by Fancy. Reason- wal 
Airly and- fcrupnlous^ and feldom tarned the ke) 
without many interrogatories and long hefitatioji; 
but Fancy was a kind and gentle portrefs, (he hd4 
her gate wide open, and welcomed all eqiu^y to 
the diftri^' under* . her fuperintendency ; fo thai I 
the palTage was crowded by all thofe who cither 
feared the examination of Rb a son, or had been ns* 
jc6led by her. 

From the gate of Reason there Was a way it 
the throne of Hope, by a craggy, flippery, afei 
winding path, called the Streight of Difieultj^ 
which thofe who entered with the permilfion of the 
guard endeavoured to climb. . But though they 
furveyed the way very cheerfully before they begao- 
to rife, and marked out the feveral ftagcs of thdr 
progrefs, they commonly • found unexpe^ed ob- 
ftacTes, and were obliged frequently to ftop on the 
fudden, where they imagined the way plain and 
even. A tboufand intricacies embarrafFed them, « 
thoufand flips threw them back, and a tboufand 
pitfals impeded their advance. So formidable were 
Ifce dangers^ and fd frequent the mifcaniages» tbat 

iDaoy 



^nty retctrned from tkc firft atlcmpty and mawjf 
tinted in the midik of the way, and mAj a revy 
ioDall Dumber were kd up to the foramit of HopCy 
^ the hand of FoBTiTtii>£.. Of thefe £ew the 
greater part^ ^en they had obtained the gfifo 
nrhich Hope had proxnked them^ regretted the 
hbour which it coft» and felt in tlieir fnecc^ the 
(egret of difappointment ; the reft retired with their 

E'ze, and were kd by Wi&ik)m. to the bpwera of 
liTEMT. 

Turning then towards- die gate of Fanct, I 
pDuId find no way to the £eat of Hope ; but 
though ihe &t full in view^ and held out her gtftt 
with an air of invitation, which filled every heart 
with rapture^ the mountain was, on that fide, inac-r 
ccfiibly iteep, but fo channeUed and (haded, that 
none perceived the impoilibility of afccnding it, but 
each imagined himfelf to have difcovcred a way' to 
which the reft were ftrangers. Many expedients 
wjere indeed tried by this iodHftfiene tribe, of whom 
feme were making themfelves wings, which others 
were contriving to a^uate by the perpetual motion. 
But with all their labour, and all their artifices^ 
they never rofe above the ground, or quickly fell 
back, nor ever approached the throne of Hope, 
but continued llill to g^ze at a diftance, and laugh-* 
cd at the flow progrrfs of thofe whom they faw 
toiling in the Streight of Difficulty. 

Part of the favourites of Fancy, when they had 
entered the garden, without makings like the reft» 
an attempt to climb the mountain, turned immedi- 
ately to the vale of Idleness, a calm and undif- 
tmbed reth-cment, boia whence they could always 
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have Hope in profpect, and to whicli they pleafdfc 
themfelves with believing that (he intended fpeedil^ 
to defcend. Thcfe were indeed fcorned by all xkii 
reft ; but they feemed very little affe^ed by coiJ 
tempt, advice, or reproof, but were refolved tocx-|| 
pect at eafe the favour of the goddefs. 

Among this gay race I was wandering, 
found them ready to anfwer all my queftions, 
willing to communicate their mirth : but tumiD| 
round I faw two dreadful monfters entering the 
one of whom I knew to be Age, and the otl 
Want. Sport and revelling were now at an 
and an univerfal (hriek of affright and diibrefs 
out and awaked me. 



Numb. 68. Saturday, November lo, lyjo* 

f^ivendum reSle^ cum propter plurtma^ tunc his 

J^rtecipue cauJtSy ut linguas mancipiorum 

Contemnas ; nam lingua mali pars pe£imafervi, Jff^ , 

I^ct us live well : were it alone for this. 

The baneful tongues of fervants to defpifc : 

islander, that word: of poifons, ever finds 

An eafy entrance to ignoble minds. HxiTEf* 

THE younger Pliny has very juftly obfervcd> 
that of ad\ions that deferve our attentioOf 
the moft fplendid are not always the greatcft- 
Fame, and wonder, and applaufe, are not excited 

but 
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^ by external and adventitious circuraflancedy 
fften difiindi and feparate from virtue and heroifm. 
Eminence of dation, greatnefs of effe^^, and all the 
Eavours of fortune* mud concur to place excellence 
b publick view ; but fortitude, diligence, and 
patience diveited of their (how, glide unobferved 
Jirough the crowd of life, and fuffer and a&> 
iiough with the fame vigour and conftancy, yet 
vithout pity and without praife. 

This remark may be extended to all parts of 
life. Nothing is to be ellimated by its effedt upon 
common eyes and common ears. A thoufand 
Rdifenes make filent and invifible inroads on man- 
kind, and the heart feels innumerable throbs* 
vhich never break into complaint. Perhaps, like- 
vife, our pleafures are for the raofl part equally 
iccTet, and moil are borne up by fome private fa* 
tis&6tion, fome internal confcioufnefs^, fome latent 
bope, fome peculiar profpeft, which they never 
communicate, but referve for folitary hours and 
dandtftine meditation. 

The main of life is, indeed, compofed of fmall 
incidents and petty occurrences ; of wi(hes for 
obje^ls not remote, and grief for difappcintments 
of no fatal confequence ; of infe£l vexations which 
fting us and fly away, im pertinencies which buzz 
a while about us, and are heard no more ; of me- 
teorous pleafures which dance before us and are 
dilfipated : of compliments which glide off the foul 
like other muiick, and are forgotten by him that 
gave and him that received thtm. 

Such is the general heap out of which every 
f^an is to cuU his own condition : for, as the che- 

H 2 mifta 



mtfts teR usy tbat a& bodies are refolvaVle into tke 
fame iflemoitSy and that the boundlefs variety of 
tkkigs adles from the diiferent proportions of a very 
few ingredients ; io a itw pains and a few pka- 
fures are di the materials of human life, and of 
thefc the pro^itions are partly allotted by pra- 
vidence, and pairtly le& to die anrangeaient of foi- 
fon and of choice. 

As thefe are well or ill difpoled, man is for the 
moft part happy or miferable. For yery few are 
invoked in great e^nts, or have their thread of 
life entwiiled with the chain of caufes on whick 
armies or aatiofM are fufpended ; and even tbofe 
who feem wholly bufied in poblick affairs, and 
elevi^ed above low cares or trivial pleafures, padi 
the chief part of then* time in fom^iar and A> 
mediek fcenes ; from thefe they come into pnb- 
Ikk life, to thefe they are every hour recalled bf 
paffions not to be fupprefTed ; in thele thef 
have the reward of their toits^ and to thefe at 
laft they retire. 

The great end of prudence is, to give cheeiful- 
iwfs to thofe hours, which fplendour cannot gildi 
and acclamation cannot e^chilarate ; thofe foft io- 
tervak of unbended amafement, in which a raaa 
{brinks to his natural dimeniknta, and throws afide 
the ornaments or difguifes, which he feels in pri- 
vacy to be ufelefs incumbrances, and to lofe all 
€Se6i when they become familiar. To be happ]f 
at home is the ultimate refi^ of aU ambition, the 
end to which every enterprife and labour tends, 
and of which every defire prompts the profecution. 

It iSf indeed, at home that every man mull be 

knovi 
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tnown by tliof^ who would make a jufl cdimate 
Sther of his virtue or felicity ; for fmiles and cm* 
iroidery are alike occalional, and the mind is . of- 
uen drelTed for fhow in painted honour and fidli-^ 
tioos benevolence. 

Every man mnft have found fome whofe lives^ 
in every houfe but their own, was a continual fe- 
ries of hypocnfyy and who concealed under fair 
appearances bad qualities^ which, whenever they 
thought themfelves out of the reach of cenfure, 
broke out from their redraint, like wii^ds imprifon- 
ed in their caverns, and whom every one had realbn 
to love» but they whofe love a wife man is chiefly 
folicitous to procure. And there are others who, 
without any ihow of general goodnefs, and with- 
out the attractions by which popularity is conci- 
liated, are received among their own families as. 
beftowers of happinefs, and reverenced as inlli*uc- 
tors, guardians, and benefadtors. 

The moft authentick witnefles of any man's, 
character are thofe who know him in his own 
family, and fee him without any reflraint or rule 
of conduct, but fuch as he voluntarily prefcribes; 
to himfelf. If a man carries his virtue with him 
into his private apartments, and takes no advan- 
tage of unlimited power or probable fecrecy ; if 
we trace him through the round of his time, and 
find that his character, with thofe allowances which 
mortal frailty mult always want, is uniform and 
regubr, we have all the evidence of his lincerity, 
that one man can have with regard to another : 
*wi indeed, as hypocrify cannot be its own re- 
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wardt we may, without hefitatioo^ detemdne 
bis heart is pure. 

The higheft panegynck» tkevefore, thst pri v a te 
virtue can receive, is the praife of feryants. For» 
however vanity or infolence may look doimi mtk 
contempt on the fu&age of men undiginfied by 
wealth aad unenlightened by education, it very 
fcldom happens that they commemi or blame 
without juitice. Vice and virtoe are eafdy dtifliB* 
guiihed. Oppreffion, accovding to HarringtoD's 
aphoriliny will be felt by thofe that cannot fee k ; 
aod perhaps, it faUs out very often that, in moral 
queftions, the phiiofophcrs ia the gown, and in tbe 
livery, dt£^er not £b much in their fendmenta, as ia 
their language, and have equal power of difccm* 
iRg right, though they cannot pcunt it out to 
others with equal addrefs, 

Thcve are v^ hw faults, to be comv»tted ia 
folitude, or without {ome agents, parttiers, coofc- 
deratee, or witnefTes; and therefore, the £ewant 
jnufi: commonly know the fecrets of a mailer, 
who has any fecrets to entrvft ; and failings, siere- 
ly pedonal, are fo frequently expofed by that 
fecurity which pride and fMf generally produce, 
^nd £0 inquifitively watched by that de6re of re- 
ducing the inequalities o£ condition, whicb tbe 
lower ordei-s-iDf thQ world vnM always- Icel, diat 
the teibiioony of a menial domeiiick can fisldora 
he confidered as defe^ivc ^ want of kncrmledge. 
And) though 'vbs tmpaptiality may be fometimes 
fairpedled, i« is at kali as credible as that of eifuais^ 
where rivalry infligates- ceui^rci or &icnddifp dto- 
UtU» palliations* 
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"The danger of betraying our weaknefa to our 
nrvants, and the impofiibiiity of concealing, it 
rem them, mav be juftly confidercd as one motive 
o a regular and irreproachable life* For no con- 
ation is more hateful or dcfpicable, than his who 
las put himfelf in the power of his fervatit ; in 
:be power of him whom, perhaps, he has firfi cor- 
iipted by making him fubfervient to his vices, 
ind whofe fidelity he therefore cannot enforce by 
my precepts of honefly or reafon» It is feldom 
known, that authority, thus acquired, is poffeffed 
without infolence, or that the mailer is not forced 
to confefs, by his tanienefs or forbearance, that he 
bas enflaved himfelf by fome foolifh confidence. 
And his crime is equally punifhed, whatever part 
he takes of the choice to which he is reduced ; 
and he is from that fatal hour, in which he facri* 
ficed his dignity to his paifions, in perpetual dread 
of infolence or defamation ; of a controller at 
home, or an accufer abroad. He is condemned to 
pnrchafe, by continual bribes, that £ccrecy which 
bribes never fecured, and which, after a long courfe 
of fubmiilion» promifes, and anxieties, he will find 
violated in a fit of rage, or is a frolick of drun-* 
Icnnefs. 

To dread no eye, and to fufpe£i no tongue, is 
the great prerogative of innocence ; an exemptioii 
granted only to mvariable virtoe. But guilt hatf 
always its horrors and foHcitiides ; and to make it 
yet more fhamefiil and deteftabie, it is doomed 
often to (land in awe of thofe> to who«a nothing 
could give inftuence or weighty but their power 
oJ betnying. 

Numb. 69. 
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Numb. 69. Tuesday, iVbv«B3^r 13, 1750. 

I<let quoquct ut infpeculo rugas adfpexit aniluy 

'I'yndaris ; et fecum, cur fti bis rapta, requirit. 

*Tempus edax rerum, tuque invidlofa vetujlas 

Omnia dejlrultis : 'Vtiiataqite dentibus avi 

J*aulatitn ienta eonfumitis omnia morte, O VIllU 

I 

The dreadful wrinkles when poor Helen fpy*d. 
Ah ! why this fecond rape ? — ^with tears flie cry*d. 
Tmie> thou devourer, and thou envious age. 
Who all deftroy with keen corroding rage, 
Beneath your jaws, whate*er have pleas*d or pleafe, 
Muft fink, confum'd by fwift or flow degrees. 

Blphinsto 

AN old Greek epigrammatift, intending 
fhew the miferies that attend the lait ft 
of jnaij, imprecates upon thofe who are fo foolil 
as to wifh for long Ufe, the calamity of continuii 
to grow old from century to century. He thou^tfs 
that no adventitious or foreign pain was requifitCi^ 
that decrepitude itfelf was an epitome of whatever i; 
13 dreadful, and nothing could be added to theij 
curie of age, but that it fhould be extended bc-ij 
yond its natural limits. -i 

The moft indifferent or negligent fpeftator can \ 
indeed fcarcely retire without heavinefs of heart, ■ 
from a view of the lall fcenes of the tragedy of 
life, in which he finds thofe who in the former 
parts of the drama were diitinguifhed by oppo- 
ikion of condudl, contrariety of defigns, and diffi- 
Xiiilitude of perfbn^ qualities, all involved in one 

common' 




immon diftrcfs, and aH ftroggling with ailHdioti 
hich they cannot hope to overcome, ' 
The other miferies, which way-Uy our paifage 
irough the world, wifdom may efcape, and for* 
Itude may conquer : by caution and circnmrpec- 
ion we may ileal along with very little to obftruft 
r incommode us ; by ^irk and vigour we may 
)rce a way, and reward the ve^cotion of conteft by 
lie pleafures of vi£k>ry. ' But a time muft come 
rhen our policy and bravery {hall be equally 
ftlefs ; when we (hall all fink into helplefTtrefft 
nd fadnefs, without any power of receiving fokce 
lom the' pkafures that have formerly delighted us» 
)r any profped of emerging into a iecond po(ler<* 
km of the bleflings that we have lo(l. 

The induftry of maa lias, indeed, not beeit 
wanting in endeavoun to procure coimfotts fof 
thefe hours of dgedion and melancholy, and td 
gild the dreadful gloom with artificial light. The'" 
mod ufual fupport of old age is wealth* He 
whofe pofTeffions are large, and whofe chefts are 
full, imagines himfelf always fortified againfl inva- 
fions on his authority. If he has loft all othct* 
ncans of government, if his ftrength and his 
rcafon fail bim, he can at lad alter his will | and 
therefore all that have hopes mufb Hkewife have 
fears, and he may ftill continue to give laws to 
foch as have not ceafed to regard their own 
infereft. 

This is, indeed, too frequently the citadel of 
the dotard, the laft fortrefs to which age retires, 
^nd in which he makes the ftand againft the up- 
ftart race that feizcs his domains, difputes his 
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commandsi> and cancels his prefcriptlons. Bat 
here, though there may be fafety, there is no 
plcafure ; and what remains is but a proof that i 
more was once poffeffed. 

Nothing feems to have been more univerfally 
dreaded by the ancients than orbity, or want of ' 
children ; and indeed, to a man who has furvived 
all the companions of his youth, all who have par. ,; 
ticipated his pleafures and his cares, have beatj 
engaged in the fame events, and fdled their mindr| 
with the fame conceptions, this full-peopled woiU^ 
is a difmal folitude. He (lands fdrlorn and filent» ^ 
neglefted or infulted, in the midft of multitudc8,v 
animated with hopes which he cannot (hare, a: 
employed in bufinefs which he is no longer a! 
to forward or retard ; nor can he find any 
whom his life or his death are of importance, iw 
lefs he has fecured fome domeftick gratificationSf ': 
*fome tender employments, and endeared himfttf- 
to fome whofe intereft and gratitude may unite- 
thcin to him. 

So different are the colours of life, as we lookv 
forward to the future, or backward to the palt ; ;; 
andfo different the opinions and fentiments which -^ 
this contrariety of appearance naturally produce«i 
that the converfation of the old and young endi 
generally with contempt or pity on either fide. To 
a young man entenng the world, with fulnefs of 
hope and ardour of purfuit, nothing is fo unpleaf" 
ing as the cold caution, the faint expedtations, 
the fcrupulous diffidence which experience and 
diiappointrnents certainly infufe ; and the old maO 
wonders m his turn that the world never can gro\V 
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ifer, that neither precepts nor teftlmonies ican 
me boys of their credulity and fufficiency ; and 
lat not one can be convinced that fnares are laid 
KT him, till he iinds himfelf entangled. 

Thug one generation is always the fcorn and 
fonder of the other^and the notions of the old and* 
oungare like hquors of different gravity andtex- 
ire which never can unite. The fpirits of youth 
;ibHmed by health and volatitifed by paifion, foon 
jftve behind them the phlegmatick fediment of' 
^rinefs and deliberation^ and burfl out in temerity 
nd enterprife. The tendemefs therefore which 
ature infufes, and which long habits of benefi- 
scnce confirm^ is neceffary to reconcile fuch op- 
kofition ; and 'an old man muft be a father, to 
)ear with patience thofe follies and abfurdities 
Rhich he will perpetually imagine himfelf to find 
in the. fchemcs and expectations, the pleafures and 
the fbrrows, of thofe who have not yet been harden- 
ed by time and chilled by fruftration. 

. Yet it may be doubted, whether the pleafure of 
iedng children ripening into ftrength, be not over- 
balanced by the pain of feeing fome fall in the 
blofTom,' and others blaited in their growth ; fome 
^laken down by ftorms, fome tainted with cankers, 
and fome fhrivelled in the (hade ; and whether he 
that extends his care beyond himfelf, does not 
Biultiply his anxieties mure than his pleafures, and 
^'eary himfelf to no purpofc, by fuperintending 
"what he cannot regulate. 

But though age be to every order of human 
beings fufficiently terrible, it is particularly to be 
beaded by fine ladies, who have had no other end 

or 
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or ambUion limn to fitt up the day and the nigfak 
\f Ub dre&t divcriionsy aod flattery^ and who, haf> 
iog made Baapqusufitance with knowledge or ^rntk 
bufinefsy have conftantly caught ail their ideas 
from the cunreat prattle of the honr» and been in* 
debted ibr all their happinefa to pompHmenta and 
treats. With thefe ladies, age begins eaiiy, and 
very pften bib long ; it bq^a when their beauty 
fade3> whea th«ir mirth lofes its fprightlinaisy and 
their motion its eaie« From that time all virhidi 
gave them joy vanifhes from about them ; tbcy 
hear the praifes beftowed on others, which u&d to 
fwell their bofoms with exultation. They infit 
the feats of felicity, and endeavour to continue the 
habit of being delighted. But {deafure is ozily i 
received when we believe that we give it in retmikl 
Negle^i and petulance inform them that their 1 
power ^d their value are paft ; and what then re- I 
mains but a tedious and comfortlefs unifonnity of I 
time, without any inotioo of the heart or exercilc 
of the reafon ! 

Yet, however age may difcourage us by its ap- 
pearance from coniideriag it in prolpe6i, we AuH 
^U by degrees certainly be old ; and therefore we 
ought tA) enquire, what provifioo can be made 
againil that time of diftxefs ? what happinefa can be 
ftored up againft the winter of Hie ? and how we 
iDay pafs our latter years with ierenity and cheer* 
fulnefs ? 

If it has been found by the experience of man* 
bind, that not even the heft feafons of life are able 
|o fuppty fu£Eudeat giatificationsi without aotici- 

psLtiag 



nttng uncertain felicities, it cannot furdy be fup- 
wfcdi that oU ag^ wDr« witt laboun, haraiTed 

fith anxieties, and tortured with difeafes, fliouM 
iave any gladnefa of its own, or fetl any fetisfac- 
tion from the contemplation of the prefent. All 
ihe i;Dmfort thai can now be cxpefled muftbe rer 
qiUed ffom the paft, or borrowed from the future [ 
ihe paft is very foon eshaufted, all the events or 
tftipns of which the memory can afford (Jemfure 
te quickly TecoUe^Led ; and the future liea be- 
jopd the grave, where it can be reached only by 
Knue and devotion. 

Piety is the only praper and adequate reUef of 
iaayinj man. He that grows old without reli. 
{ioug hopes, as be declineB >i>to imbeciUity, and feels 
Pung and fbrrows incelTantly crowding upon him, 
nils into a gulph of bottonilefs niilery, in which 
e'ery vefteftion mull plunge him deeper, and where 
fie finds only new gradatioui of anguifh and precis 
picEB of horror. 

Vol, II. I Num. 79, 
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Numb. 70. Saturday, Novtwibtr 17, 1750. 

■ ■ Argentea proles, 

Auro deter ior, fulvo pretiofi9r are. OviO* 

Succeeding times a filver age behold, 

Excelling brafs, but more exccird by gold. Drtdeit.' 

m 

HESIOD, in l^is celebrated diftrlbution of, 
mankind, divides them into three orders oT 
intellects. " The firil place," fays he, " belong! 
to him that can by his own power difcem what 
is right and fit, and penetrate to the remoter ^ 
** motives of aftion. The fecond is claimed bf " 
" him that is willing to hear inftru6lion, and caiB 
** perceive right and wrong when they are fhewiP 
him by another ; but he that has neither acutc*- 
ncfs nor docility, who can neither find the waf 
by himfelf, nor will be led by others, is a wretch 
" without ufe or value." 

If wo furvcy the moral world, it will be founds 
th.U the fame divifion may be made of men, with 
rcixard to their virtue. There are fomc whofc 
principles are fo firmly fixed,^ whofe conviftion is 
fo conilantly prefcnt to their minds, and who have 
raifed in thenifelves fuch ardent wifhes for the ap» 
probation of Gpd, and the happinefs with which 
he has promifed to reward obedience and perfeve- 
rance, that they rife above all other cares and con- 
fid crations, and uniformly examine every adliofl 
and defire, by comparing it with the divine com- 
mands. There are others in a kind of equipoife 

between 
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ctwecn good and ill, who are moved on the one 
tart by riches or pleafu c, by the gratifications of 
taflion and he delights of fenfe ; and, on the 
>thcr, by law.- of which they own the obligation, 
^nd rewards of which they believe the reality, and 
nrhom a very fmall addition of weight turns either 
vay. The third clafs confifts of beings immerfed 
n pleafure, or abandoned to paflion, without any 
Icfire of higher good, or any effort to extend their 
thoughts beyond immediate and grofs fatisfadlions. 

The fecond clafs is fo much the mod numerous, 
that it may be coniidered as comprifing the whole 
body of mankind. Thofe of the laft are not very 
many, and thofe of the firft are very few ; and 
ncitber the one nor the other fall much under the 
confideration of the morahft, whofe precepts are 
intended chiefly for thofe who are endeavouring to 
go forward up the fteeps of virtue, not for thofe 
^ho have already reached the, fumnjit, or thofe 
who are refolved to ftay for ever in their p refcnt 
fituation. 

To a man not verfed in the living world, but ac- 
cuftomed to judge only by fpeculative reafon, it is 
fcarcely credible that any one (hould be in this Hate 
of indifference, or. Hand undetermined and unen- 
gaged, ready to folio v/ the firft call to cither f de. 
It feems certain, that either a man muft btlieve 
that virtue will make^him happy, and refolve there- 
fore to be virtuous, or think that he may be happy 
v/ithout virtue, and therefore call off all care but 
for his prefent interefl. It feems impofilble that 
coDviftion fhould be on one lide, and piadice ou 
the other ; and that he who has fecn the rights 
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way (hoiild voluntarily fhut his eyes, that he may. 
qait it with more tranquillity. Yet all thefe ah* 
furdities are every hour to be found ; the 
wiftit and bed n^en deviate from known add 
acknowledged duties, by inadvertency or furprife f 
and moil are good no longer than while tempta* 
tion is away, than while tiieir pailions are without 
excitements, and their opinions afe free from the _ 
counteraAion of any other motive. 

Among the fentiments which almoft every mrt 
changes as he advances into yearsj is the expco" 
tation of uniformity of character. He that witb^. 
out acquaintance with the power of defire, the CO* 
gency of diftrefs, the complications of affairs, orthi 
force of partial influence, has filled his mind Wtt^ 
the excellence of virtue, and having never tried MR 
refolution in any encounters with hope or fearjb** ' 
licves it able to (land firm whatever (hall oppofe it^ 
will be always clamorous againft the fmalleft failitffif 
ready to exa^l the uttnoft punAualities of rightj 
and to confider every man that fails in any part 0* 
his duty, as without confcience and without merit s 
unworthy of truft or love, of pity or regard ; *• ' 
an enemy whom all fhould join to drive out at 
fociety, as a pell which all (liould avoid, or as a 
weed which all (hould trample. 

It is not but by experience, that we are taught 
the poffibility of retaining fome virtues, and rejcft- 
ing others, or of being good or bad to a particular 
degree. For it is very eafy to the folitary reafonef 
to prove, that the fame arguments by which the 
mind is fortified againft one crime are of equal 
force againft all, and the confequence vefy natur-*- 

ally 
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jHy follows, that h^ whom they fail to move on any 
)ccaiiony has ^ither never confidered them, or haa 
>y fotne .'allacy taught himfelf to evade their vali- 
iity ; and that therefore, when a man is known 
to be guilty of one crime, no farther evidence ift 
needful of his depravity and corruption- 
Yet fuch is the ftate of aU mortal virtue, that it 
16 always uncertain and variable, fomctimes extend- 
ing to the whole compafs of duty, and fometiijies 
ihrinking into a narrow fpace, aild fortifying only 
a few avenues of the heart, wliilc ull thereil ibieft 
open to the incurfions of appetite, or given up to 
the dominion of wickedneis. i^Jothing therefore 
is more unjuil: than to judge of man by too fliort 
an acquaintance and too (light in;r..6tiot. ; for it 
often happens, that in the Icufc, ind tlioughtlefr, 
and difiipated, there is a fecret radical worth, 
which may fhoot out by proper cultivation ; that 
the fpark of heaven, though dimmed and obilrudt- 
ed, is yet not extinguifhed, but may by the brtath 
pf counfel and exhortation be kindled into fiamt. 

To imagine that every one who is not con.pletc- 
ly good is irrecoverably abandoned, is to fuppofe 
that all are capable of the fame degrees of excel- 
lence ; it is indeed to exad, from all, that perfection ., 
which none ever can attain. And lince the pureft , 
virtue is confident with fome vice, and the virtue of 
the greateil number with almoft an equal propoi^ 
tion of contrary qualities, let none too hallily con- 
clude, tliat all goodnefs is loll, though it may for 
a time be clouded and overwhelmed ; for mod 
nnnds are the ilaves of external circumftances, and 
. conform to any hand that undertakes to mould 
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tlj'-rii, roll down any torrent of cuftom ia whick 
they happen tu be caught, or betid to any impor* 
I unity til Hi bears hard agaifift them. 

ft may be particularly obferved of wofneoi thit 
th^y are for the moll part good of bad, as they fal = 
among ihofc who praAife vice or virtue ; andthit 
licit iiLT education nor reafon gives them much t 
ciiriiy againlt the influence of example. Whcthtf 
it he chat they have lefs courage to ftand againi 
cippolition, or that their defire of admiration makef^ 
ihv-m facrificc their principles to the poor pleafi 
of worthlcfs praife, it is certain, whatever be 
caufc, that female goodnefs fcldom keeps 
ground airainll laughter, flattery, or falhion. 

For this reafon, every one fhould confider 
ft. If as entrulled, not only with his own cond 
but with that of others ; and as accountable, 
(?:ily for the duties which he ncglefts, or the crii 
that he commits, but for that negligence and hi*. 3 
gularity which he may encourage of inculcate^ 
JIvcry man, in whatever ilation, has, or endeavourtr 
to have, his followtT:?, admirers, and imitators, and; 
ha> therefore the influence of his example to watch ^ 
with care ; he ought to avoid not only crimes, ham 
the appearance of crimes, and not only to pradlifir 
virtue, but to applaud, countenance, and fupporC 
it. For it is poflible that for want of attention 
we may teach others faults from which ourfelvcf 
are free, or b}"" a cowardly defcrtion of a caufe 
which we ourfclves approve, may pervert thofe 
who fix their eyes upon us, and, having no rulerf 
their own to guide their courfe, arc eafily miflrf 



bv the abettatiotts of thlt eXinlflc which they 
eWt ftir their diredlotis. 
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Numb, 71. ' Tuesday, November 20, 1750. 

Vlvere qu9d propwo pauper\ mec inutilU annu 

Daveniam^Properai vivere rurkojatu. Mart 

TniC, fit, to live 1 hafte, your pardbn gi^c, 

Fdr teU me, who makes hafte etidugh to live f F. Lkwis. 

MANY wotdd atid fentenc€« arc fo frequently 
heafd in the months of meti^ that a fuper- 
ficial obferver ift iiiclitied to believe, that they muft 
contain fotne pWmaty principle, fome great rule of 
adiob) which it is proper always to have prefent 
to the attcrttioii, and by which the «fe of every 
liour is to be adjufted. Yet, if we cotifider the 
conduft of thdfe fent^ntious philofophers, it will 
^en b^ foatidi that they repeat thefe aphorifms, 
rtetfcjy becaufe they have fomcwhere heard thcjrti^ 
6«ca«fe they have nothing dfe to fay, or becaiife 
tfaey think Vin^ration gained by fach appearan^jea 
dfwifdon^, but that Ad id^a^ afe annexed to the 
words, and that accdrditig to the M bluiider of 
tll« feibw^s (A^rj^^tki theit fetds are fliefe pipes 
<>r organs, whieh tr^nfmit Cbbnds, but do not un- 
derftandthem. 

Of this kind is tifc Well ktiowa a?id WeM at^ft- 
*d pofeioiii that lij^ isjhoti^ kbith may be heard 

among 
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among mankind by an attentive auditor, masf 
times a day, but which never yet within my react 
of obfervation left any impreffion upon the mind : 
and perhaps, if my readers will turn their thoughts 
back upon their old friends, ttiey will find it diffi* 
ciilt to call a lingle man to remembrance, who ap- 
peared to know that life ^as fhort till he was about 
to lofe it. 

It is obfervable that Horace^ in his account d 
the characters of men, as they are diverfified by the 
various influence of time, remarks, that the old 
man is dilatory fpe longusy given to procrafiinatioD, 
and inclined to extend his hopes to a great diftancc 
So far are we generally from thinking what wc 
often fay of the fhortnefs of hfe, that at the time 
when it is neceffarily fhortcil, we form proje^s 
which we delay to execute, Indulge fuch expec- 
tations as nothing but a long train of events can 
gratify, and fuffer thofe paliions to gain upon us, 
which are only excufeable in the prime of life. 

Thefe refie^lions were lately excited in my mind, 
by an evening's converfation with my friend Pruf 
perOi who, at the age of fifty-five, has l^ought an 
eftate, and is now contriving to difpofe and culti- 
vate it with uncommon elegance. His great 
pleafure is , to walk among flately trees, and lie 
muiing in the heat of noon under their (hade ; be 
is therefore maturely confidcring how he fhall <lii" 
pofe his walks and his groves; and has at laft de- 
termined to fend for the beil plans from Italy y and 
forbear planting till the next feafon. 

Thus is life trifled away in preparations to do 
what never can be dope, if it be left unattemptcd 

till 
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Sft all the feq^ifites whScti imaginatbn can fugged 
tre gathered together. Where our deiign termi* • 
ttktes orrly vii anr own fatisfadion) the miftake is 
rf 06 great impoft&nee \ for tht pteafure of expeft* 
Ing enjcry^itifetitj ifs often greater than th^t of ob- 
taining k, and the cottipletion of alftwft levery wifh 
» foam! a difappornttncnt ; but tvlien many others 
ire intereftcd in an undert?kking> t«hen any defign 
!b fbrrtied, in trhich the irtiprotetnent or fecurity of 
toankind is involted, nothing is more unworthy 
either of wifdom or benevolence, than to delay it 
rmm tittle to tim^, &c t<S forget how much every 
ftay that paffes oVer us takes away frdm our po^eri 
tad hoi/ fobtt An idle puf^pofe to do an action, 
finks into a mournful wilfh that it had once beeH 
ione. 

We Are frequently importuned by the bacchana* 
teiA writers, to lay hoW on the prefent hour, to 
cateh the pleafures within our reach, and femem- 
htt that futurity is not at ourcominand. 

Soon faded the tofe ; once paft the fragrant hour, 
*rhe loiterer finds abratnUefor a flow'r. 

Znta^ ktijofirai « gv^, &M^a ^*r4y. 

But fttrdy thefe exhortations Way, with equal 
pK>prfety, he applied to better purpofcs ; it may 
he at leaft inculcated, that pleafures are mcJrt fafely 
poftponed than virtues, and that greater lofs is 
fuffcned by milling an opportunity of doing good^ 
than an hour of giddy frolick and noify merlriment. 

When 
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When Baxter had loft a thoufand poundr^ wl 
he had laid up for the eredlion of a fchool, h^; i 
frequently to mention the misfortune as an iac 
meiit to be charitable while God gives the \o 
of beftowing, and confidered himfelf as culpubit 
fome degree for having left a good aCiion in 
hands of chance, and fuffered his benevolence tc 
defeated for want of quicknefs and dihgence. 

It is lamented by Hearncy the learned antiqu 
of Oxjordy that this general forgetfulnefs of 
fragility of life, has remarkably infcdted the i 
dents of monuments and records ; as their i 
ployment confifts firft in colle6ling, and afterwa 
in arranging or abftraAing what libraries affi 
them, they ought to amafs no more than they « 
digeft ; but when they have undertaken a wo 
they go on fearching and tranfcribing, call for i 
fupplies, when they are already overburthen 
and at laft leave their work unfinifhed. // tsy f 
he, the biifinefs of a good antiquary, m of a g 
man^ to have mortality always before him» 

Thus, not only in the ilumber of floth, but in 
difiipation of illrdireded induftry, is the (horti 
of life generally forgotten. As fome men 1 
their hours in lazineis, becaufe they fuppofe, t 
there is time enough for the reparation of negle< 
others bufy themfelves in providing that no len; 
of life may want employment ; and it often h 
pens, that fluggifhnefs and activity are equally i 
prilcd by the laft fummons, and perifli not m 
difTcrcntly from each other, than the fowl that 
ceived the fhot in her flight, from her that is ki 
upon the bufti, 

Am( 
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;Among tlie many improvements made by the 
ift centuries in human knowledge, may be num- 
bed the exa6l calculations of the value of life ; 
ut whatever may be their ufe in traffick, they 
ecm very little to have advanced morality. They 
lave hiiherto been rather applied to the acquifition 
( money, than of wifdom ; tl\e computer refers 
one of his calculations to his own tenure, but per- 
tfts, in contempt of probability, to foretel old age 
^ himfelf, and believes that he is marked out to 
each the utmoll verge of human exiftence, and 
8e thoufands and ten thoufands fall into the 
[rave. 

So deeply is this fallacy rooted in the heart, and 
ilrongly guarded by hope and fear again (I the 
ippToach of reafon, that neither fcience nor expe- 
KQce can fhake it, and we a6l as if life were with- 
>ut end, though we fee and confefs its uncertainty 
ind (hortnefs. 

'Divines have, with great ftrength and ardour, 
hewn the abfurdity of delaying reformation and 
epentance ; a degree of folly indeed, which fets 
temity to hazard. It is the fame weaknefs, in 
)fDportion to the importance of the negledt, to 
ransfcr any care, which now claims our attention, 
a future time ; we fubjeft ourfelves to needlefs 
rangers from accidents which early diligence would 
ttve obviated, or perplex our minds by vain pre- 
jautions, and make provifion for the execution of 
IcGgns, of which the opportunity once miffed 
»ever will return. 

As he that lives longcft lives but a little while, 
^'cry man raav be certain that he has no time to 

w.alle. 
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wafte. ThjC duties of life are commenfnrate to iti 
duratioD, and evety day brings its taik» which if 
neglcded is doubled on the monrow. But he that 
has already triflied away tbo£e months and yedJh 
in which he fhould have laboured* mu& remembflTi; 
that he has now only a part of that of which the! 
whole is little ; and that fince the few momcotfc' 
remaining are to be confidered as the lail truft ef^ 
heaven, not one is to be loft* t^ 
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Omnis Arifllppam decuii Jiatus^ et cqlor^ et res, 
Se^aniem majora fere ; ftrefentibus tpquum* 

Yet Arijlippus ev'ry drefs became ; -^ 

In every various change of life the iaxnc ; 
And though he aim*d at things of higher kind) \ 

Yet to the prefent held an equal mind. FRANqw 

To the RAMBLER. ^ 

SIR, ^ : 

THOSE who exalt tbemfelvcs into the cbaijg 
of inftrudion, without enquiring wbeth^ 
any will fubmit to their authority, have not fufa 
ficiently confidered how much of human life pa0e|| 
in little incidents, curfory conyer(ation, ffijfW^ 
bufmefs, and cafual amufements; and there&0^ 
they have endeavoured only to inculcate the W^ 

awfdf 
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ivfui virtues, without condefcending to regard thofe 
ctty qualities^ which grow important only by 
heir freqivcncy, and which, though they produce 
\o iingle a6b of heroifm, nor aftonifli us by great 
ktents, yet are every moment exerting their in- 
kience upon us, and make the draught of life 
Kveet or bitter by imperceptible inftiflations*' 
iThey operate unfeen and unregarded, as change of 
lir makes us fick or healthy, though we breathe 
it without attention, and oidy know the particles 
that impregnate it by their (alutfiry- or inalignant 
rfeas. * 

You have fh^wn yourielf not ignorant of the 
value of thofe fubsdtern endowmetits, yet have 
hitherto neglected to recommend good-humour to 
ihc world^ though a little reflection will (hew you 
that it is the .bakn of beings the quality to which all 
that adorns or elevates mankind muft- owe its 
power of pleaiing. Without ^od-humour, learn- 
ing and bravery can only confer that fuperiority 
v^hich fwells the heart of the lion in the deferti 
^'bere he roars without reply, and ravages without 
reHftance. Widboot good-humour virtue may awe 
by its dignity, and amaze by its bnghtneCs ; but 
ntuft always be viewed at a diftance, and wiH 
fcarcdy gain a fiiend or attraft an imitator. 

Good-humour may be defined a hatMt of being 
pleafed ; a conftant and perennial foftnefs of man« 
»cr, eaiinefs of approach, and fuavity of difpofii 
tion ; like that which every man perceives in him- 
felf, when the firft tranfports of new felicity have 
fiibfided, and his thoughts are only kept in motioH 
\j a flaw fucceflifin of foft impulfes. Good: 
VdvII. K humour 



the a^ ov fSB|g|Utioa of a niin4 at Ififure t^ re* 
g^rd thf grgli^atioa of ^i)cther« 

It is ipf^p^ by m^7i tliat wheppv^r they ^f- 
pure to pleajfef they are required, ^o be ifierrya ai4 
to fliew .(he gl^daefs pf tiieir fouls by ^igbts of 
ples^iiptry ^nd burfts of laugh^. ^^% though (b^ 
men may Ims for a time beard with ap|»)9HAfe ^d 
aduAirfitiony they feidom deligb|; 14s long. We en* 
jpy them 3, UttlPt a»4 then retire U^ ^af^neff «^ 
good-hun^q^y ^ the jeye gwsea awhile on emi* 
nences glittering with the fuii, but foon turqs ^c\h 
Wg ?y§y to vprfjiffc ^4 to ffqwer^ 

Qaiety if t^ gopd-l^nipvir |^i( lU^inifd perfonaps to 
y^et^blp. fraj^rance ; the pvv? overpowers weak 
(pirit^, j^nfi .$lije other Tecfe^cft .4f>4 revives tbem« 
Gaiety feldon^ fails tp give fom^ paip ; the h^r^ 
either (Irainf their facuhies to ^cpn^pany it9 towei* 
iiogh or are )eft |;iehin4 in envy and defpair. Good* 
burno^r boa^s. no £3w:ulties whiich every onedocf 
qt believe in his own pof^ert asfl pkafes pf ii|cip|klr 
y by not offei^ding. 

)t is well Ifpown that the nfioft, q^ain way tQ 
give ^ny fnan pleafure, is to perfume \um that y^i) 
receive pleafqre fro^fi him* to encourage (limlQ 
freedon\ and conQdencei and to ^oid any fuch ap? 
pean^nce oi fuperiority a^ may overbear andnle- 
pre(§ \\iw\. We fee many that by this^ ait oolyi 
fpend their days in the mid^ of careffestiavitationsi 
aod. civilities ) and without any extraordinary qua* 
^tW qr 9tt?igBftent^» are the UBiverfrf f^voiMritci 
pf both . fei^esy and certainly find a friend in eveiy 
pbce. The dad^igf of t^e worl4 fUU indeedj 

. be 
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ht gfiWrafl^ fontti tuAh tih Excite lieftW }^btiff 
heir fear, and are ndt conMtred aft candidates for 
kriy Wnmcnt degt^ 6f ftrpotaHdn; but content 
ihemfelves with common accomplifhthent^, a!nd ei^- 
feWmr rtrtfher to foMt kiidnefs than to raife 
jt^m ; ther^fdre^ in AlR^illMies and J[>race8 of refort, 
it fcldbih fails tb ha{)pfen, th«t though at ihe cti*- 
IrkttCt of fdthc particuiar pdrfon evcty fac^feright- 
Ws With gkdndfei afid every Mrfd i« extended i<i 
Mutation, yet if you pdrfwe Hiiri btybnd the firft 
feJK^ai^ei of civiljti^/ ybU ^B fiiid hrrn'of Ver^ 
feiift imi^ortince, and only '^elcdrtfe t6 thb cStti^ 
Wtji as one bywhdrfi aB dcfhceHe tltetBtfelv^s ad- 
teed, ««d' i^iih i^hm arty one Is ^ M})^y to 
amufe hiinfdf ^he^ h^ e^tt find tio aih& atiditor 6r 
bffnpanion,' a^ one ^^th trhbm aH ^e itt ^afb, who 
%ffl hdtf a jcft tflrithcmt cHticifnY, and ^ Narrative 
iiWiCltrt conirtdiaibh, who kiigh^\i%h eVtt^ mU 
and yidds to every difimftef. 

There itc iridny wBflofe vin?ty ahirays indtnes 
thrih to affochte with thoffe frbta ivhatn they have 
Vp reafoft to fear ntortificatioin ; and thcrt art 
tiitoe* in which the ^;iife arid knowing are wilt- 
ing to receive praife without the labour of deferv* 
ing it> m ^^'hich the moil elevated mind is wHling 
to defccrtd, and the ttiofi a6Wve to be at i*eft. Au 
therefore are a£ fonw hour ot another fortrd of com- 
pantdna whom, they can ent^^alA- upon cafy tet^«, 
and #ho will relieve thefti from fditmfe, withdul* 
'^ndemning fhem fo vigilaAcc and cautioh. We 
aT^c moft faicfined to loVe when we have nothing t6 
fear, and he that eneouriiges us tap^eisife bdrfclves-, 
WiD npt ht long without ^rcfertnCte Jh dur affec^ 

K 2 tion 
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tion- to thofe vphofe learaiifg holds os at tKe ^ 
tance of pupils^ or whoi^ wit calls all stteBtioa 
from U89 and leaves us without importance aod 
without regard. 

It is remarked by prince Henry, when he feci 
Faljiaff lying on the ground^ that be tould ban 
better fpared a better man • He wa% well acquainted 
with the vices and fpUies of him whoni he lament' 
edy but while his convi6iipn compelled bim to do 
Juftice to fuperior qifafities^ his tendemefs ilill broke 
out at the remembrance of iflij^^ of tte cheerftl 
companiopi ^eioud buffoon, with whom hebai 
pafTed his, tinoc in all .the lu3L^ry..of idlenefs, who 
had gladded him with unenvied merriment, aod 
whom he could at once enjoy and defpife. 1 

Yon may perh^s think this account of tho^ 
who are diflinguiihed for their good-humour xA 
very conliftent with the praifcs which I have bfr 
(towed upon it. But.furely nothing can mort 
evidently fliew the value of this quality, than that 
it recommends thofc who are deftitute of" all otitf 
exceUencies, and procures regard to the trifllngp 
friendftiip to the worthlefs, and affection to \^ 
dulL 

Good-huniour is indeed generally degraded By 
the cha]:a£ter8 in which it is found ; for, bcini 
confidered as a cheap and vulgar quality, we fe» 
it often negieded by tbofe that, having exod' 
lencies of higher reputation and brighter fplcndoiff» 
perhaps imag^ine that they have fome right » 
gratify themulves at the expence of others, aw 
are to diemand compliancci rather than to pr^' 
it. It is by fome unfortunate miftake that aloBoft 



II thofe who have any claim to efteem or love^ 
>refe tlkeif p f rten fip i^ ^far too little confhknition 
>f others. This miftake, my own intereft^ as well 
IS my zeal -fof general hapj)in^ft^ make's me defirous 
tb rdaify 5 for I have a fffehrf,' ^o, bfcc^fe he 
tnows his own fidelity and ufefulnefs, is neyer wil- 
ing to iink into a companion ,) I have a wife 
irhofe beau^ ^r(l fubdued me^ and whofe wit con* 
irmed her conqueft, but whofe beauty now ferves 
M) other purpofe' than l<^ ^Atitle -l^pr to tyranny, 
tod whofe wit is only ufed to juftify perverfe- 
sefis. 

Surely nothing can be nfcre unreafonal)Ie than 
fe Ibfe the will to pleafe, Wheri we are confcibus 
tf the power, or ftiejiv mdre cruelty' than to chufe 
iny kiiicf of infliiience before that of kirtdnefs. He, 
fliit regards the weKare of others fhould makehis' 
rotae apj^roachable, that it may be loVed and 
Cdpkd ; and he that cohiiders the wants which 
tfvery inari feels, or will fedli of extCWal affiftancc, 
*uft rather wifli to be furrounded by thofe that 
fovt him, than by thofe that admire his excel-' 
kncies, oi' folicit his favours j for adrtvlr^ioil ceafes' 
w^th Aovelty, and intereft gains its ertd arid re- 
tires, A ihan whofe'grcat qualities wantf- the orna- 
i^ent of fuperficial attractions, is li^6 si' . naked 
Kiouhtaih with mines of gold, which wllj be fre- 
quented only till th? trealure is^exhaufted. 

'I airi* &c. 
K 3 Philomides. 
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^m^ MM wiU UlH^/ertve^/erOve £o. OviB» 

Why thinks the fool with childilh hope to fee 
VTYmi neither is, nor was, nor e'er (hsdl be ? 

ElphinstoSi 

To the RAMBLER, 

SIR, 

IF you feel any of tnat compaiHon which yon 
recommend to others, you will not difregarda 
cafe which I have rdafon from obfervation to be- 
lieve very common, and which I know by expcri* 
cnce to be very miferable. And though the que- 
rulous arc feldom received, w5th great ardour of 
kindnefs, I hope to efcape the mortification o{ 
finding that my, lamentations fpread the contagioo 
of impatience^ and produce anger rather than ten* 
demefs. I wrke not merely to vent the fwelEng 
of my hearty but to enquire by what means I may 
recover my tranquillity ; and fhall endeavour at 
brevity ip my narrative, having long known that 
complain^ quickly tires, however elegant or how 
cverjuft. 

I was born in a remote county, of a family tliat 
boafts alliance with the greateft names in En^fi 
hiftory, and extends its claims of affinity to the 
7udors and Phntagtnets* My ancellors, by little 
and littlei wafted their patrimony, till my father 

had 
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lad not enough left {ot the fupport of a hmilj, 
^*thout defcending to the cultivation of his own 
^rounds, being condemned to pay three fifters the 
Fortunes allotted them by my grandfather, who is 
fufpedted to have made his will when he was incap- 
able of adjufting. properly the claims of his children, 
md who, perhaps without defign, enriched his 
laughters by beggaring his fon. My aunts being, 
%t the death of their fatner, neither young nor beau- 
tiful, nor very eminent for foftnefs of behaviour, 
were fufFered to Kve unfolicited, arid by accumu- 
lating the intereft of their portions grew every day 
richer and prouder. My father pleafed himfeLf 
with forefeeing that the poifellions of thofe ladies 
niuft revert at laft to the hereditary eftate, and tha£ 
bis family might lofe none of its dignity, refolved 
to keep me untainted with a lucrative empl9y- 
ment ; whenever therefore I difcovered any in- 
clination to the improvement of my condition, my 
mother never failed to put me in mind of my birth, 
and charged me to do nothing with which I mighf 
be reproached when I (hould come to my aunt*f 
eftate. 

In all the perplexities or vexations which want 
of iponey brought upon iis, it was our conftant 
pia£Ucc to have recourfe to futurity. If any or 
our neighbours furpaifed us in appearance, we went 
home and contrived an equipage, with which the 
Geath of my aunts was to fupply us. If any pnrfe- 
proud upftart was deficient in refpedl, vengeance 
^as referred to the time in which our eflate wag 
to be repaired. - tV^e fegiftered every a6J: of civility, 
and rudenefsj enquired the number of difties at 
- . evefj- 
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tvery feaft, arid ittlnUted the furniture of cvoj 
lioule, that we might, wheri the hour of affiaencc 
fhould come, be able to' eclipfc all: their fplendour, 
and furpafs all then" magnificence. 

Upon plans of elegance and fchemei of pleafart 
the day rofe and fet, and the year went round ub- 
regarded,- while we wef e bufied in laying out plan- 
tations on ground not yet our own, and deliberat- 
ing whether the manor-houfe fhould be rebuilt (rf 
repaired. This was the amufetnetaf of our Icifurt 
icind the folace of our exigencies ; we met togethc 
only to contrive how out approaching fortune fhould 
be enjoyed ; fcr in this our converfation alwayi 
ended, on whatever fubJeA it began. We m 
none of the collateral interefts, which diverfified 
the life of others with joys and hopes,- but had 
turned our whole attention to one event, which ^< 
could neither ha(!en nor retard, and had no othef 
obje£l of curiofity, than the health or ficknefs d 
iny aunts, of which we were careful to procure vcrj 
cxadl and early intelHgerice. , 

This vifioriary opulence for a while foothed otf 
imagination, but afterwards fired our wiflics and 
cxalperated our neceluties, and my father CO\iU 
hot always reftrain hihifelf firon^ exclaiming, that 
ho creature hadfo many lives as a caidrid an otJmm* 
At laft, upon the recovery of his fifter fix)ra an 
ague, which fhe was fuppofed to have cauglit by 
Iparing fire, he began to lofe his ftomach, and 
four months afterwards funk into the grave. 

My mother, who loved her hufband, furvivri 

him but a little while, and left me the fole heir of 

their I»nd^, their fchemes, and theif Wlfhcs. As * 

had 
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kid not enlarged my conccpti(«ns either by bookjl 
or converfation, I differed only from my father by 
the frcfhnefs of my cheeks and the vigour of my 
ftq) ; and like him, gave way to no thoughts but 
of enjoying the wealth which my aunts were 
lunrding. 

At length the eldeft fell ill. I paid the civili- 
ties and compliments which ficknefs requires witli 
the utmoft punAuality. I dreamed every night of 
dcotcheons and white gloves, and enquired every 
■oming at an early hour, whether there were any 
KW8 of my dear aunt. At laft a meifenger was 
fait to inform me that I mufl come to her without 
the delay of a moment. I went and heard her lail 
idrice, but opening her will, found that (he had 
left her fortune to her fecond fifter. 

I hung'iny head ; the younger fifter threatened 
k be married, and every thing was difappointment 
ad difcontcnt. I was in danger of lofing irrepar- 
lUyone third of my hopes, and was condemned ftill 
to wait for the reft. Of part of my terror I was 
txm eafed ; for the youth, whom his relations 
Would have compelled to marry the old lady, after 
hnumerable ftipulations, articles, and fettlements» 
an away with the daughter of his father's groom ; 
aid my aunt, upon this convi6lion of the perfidy 
of man, refolved never to liften more to amorou;» 
iddreiTes. 

Ten years longer I dragged the (hackles of ex- 
pcdiation, without ever fuffering a day to pafs, iu 
which I did not compute how much my chance 
was improved of being rich to-morrow. At lalt 
the fecond bdy died, after a (hort illnefs, wliich 
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Vet was long enough to afford her time for tb& 
difpofal of her eftate, which (he gave to me after 
the death of hef fiftcr. 

I was now relieved from part of my mifcry 5 1. 
largc^r fcrrtnne, though not in my power, was ctfr-.- 
tain and unalienable ; nor was there now any dan^ 
ger, that I might at laft be fruftrated of my hdpci 
l)y a fret of dotage, the flatteries of a chambdr 
maid, the whifpers of a tale bearer, or the officiouf- 
nefs of a nurfe. But my wealth was yet in rever- 
fion, my aunt was to be buried before I coulA 
emerge to grandeur and pleafure ; and there wfirfe 
yet, according to my father's obfervation, nin^ 
lives between me and happinefs. 

I however lived oil, without any clamours of ^t^- 
content, and comforted myfelf with confiderb|^ 
that all are mortal, and they who are continttally 
decaying muft at kft be deftroyed. 

But let no man from this time fuffef his felitilf 
to depend on the death of his aunt. The good 
gentlewoman was very regular in her hours an& 
fimple in her diet, and in walking of fitting ftit 
waking or flecping, had always in view the prc- 
fervation of her health. She was fubjeft to nO 
diforder but hypochondriac deje6lion ; by whichf 
without intention, (he increafed my miferies, for 
whenever the weather vC'as cloudy, (he would take 
her bed and fend me notice that her time was come* 
I went with all the hafte of eagernefs, and fome- 
times received pallionate injun6lions to be kind to 
her maid, and directions how the laft offices (hould 
be performed ; but if before my arrival the filh 
]i appealed to break out, or the wind to change, 

I ipet 



met her at the door, or found her in the garden, 
ufLling ^nd vigilanty with all the tokens of long 
fc. 

1 Som^tixnesji however, ftie fell intq diftempcrai 
l^d w^s thrice given qvcr by the do6lor, yet (h(j 
bund nae^ns of flipping through the gripe of death, 
nd ^fcer having tortured nrie three nvonths at eacl^ 
[me with violent akem^tions of l^Qpe and fear^ 
uiL^ QUt of her chamber without any other huri 
jfiiTk t\kc lofs of fleihi wich in a few weeks (he re- 
|vered by broths ajid jelliea. 

As moPi have fagacity fufficient to guefs at th^ 
eiires of an heir^ it vva3 the conflant pra£lice of 
^cSs who^were hoping at fecond hand, and endea- 
pured to fecure my favour againll the time when I 
itould be rich, to pay their court, by informing me 
hat my aunt began to droc^ that ihe had lately 4 
)ad night, that (he coughed feebly, and that (he 
:ould never chmb May hill ; or, at leaft, that the 
tutondn would cany her oiF. Thus ^^^s I flatter- 
d in the winter with the piercing winds of Alarch, 
in4 in fummer with the fogs of Sefiember, But 
lie lived through fpnng and faH, and fet heat and 
|D]d at defiance, till after near hajf a centu^, I 
Hfied her pn the fourteenth of lall yune, aged 
inety-three years, five months, and fix days. 

For two months after l^er death I w^s richy and 
$as pleafed with that obfcquioufnefs and reverence 
ihich wealth inftantai^eoufly procures. But thif 
}y is noM'^ pall, c^qd I have returned again to my 
Id b^bit of wi(hing. Bieing accv^omed ta givQ 
be future full power over my mind, and to flar( 
vvay frpm tl^ )[c^q^. b^ore jae tp feme expeAe4 

enjoyment^ 
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enjoyment, I deliver up iiiyfclf to the tyranny 
every defire which fancy fuggeilsy and long for 
thoufand things which I am unable to proc 
Money has muchlefs power than is afcribedto 
by thofe that warit it. J had fotmed fche: 
ithich 1 cannot execute, I had fuppofed ev 
which do not come to pafs, and the reft of 
life muft pafs in craving folicitude, unlefs you 
find fome remedy for a mind, corrupted with 
inveterate difeafe of wifhing, and unable to 
on any thing but wants, which reafon tells me 
n^ver. be fupplied, 

J am, &c. 

Cupintit 
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Rixatur de lanaftgpe eaprina. Ho* 

fiX nought tormented, (he for nought torments* 

MENfeldom give pleafure, where they aren^ 
pleafed themfelves ; it is neceflary, tbo* 
fore to cultivate an habitual alacrity and checrfuloA 
Ihat in whatever ftate we may be placed by P"^ 
flence, whether we are appointed to confer or rccdt* 
benefits, to implore or to afford protedtion, wc n«! 
fccure the love of thofc with whom wc traflfr^ 
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or thongh it is generally imagined, that he who 
rants favours may fpare any attention to his be- 
aviour, and that iifefiilnefs will always procure 
icnds ; yet it has been found, that there is an art 
f granting requefts, an art very difficult of attain- 
lent ; that officioufncfs and hberality may be fo 
ddterated, as to lofe the greater part of their 
fcft ; that compliance may provoke, relief may 
nrafs, and liberality dillrefs. 

No difeafe of the mind can more fatally difablc 
tfrom benevolence, the chief duty of focial beings, 
fern ill-humour or peevifhnefs ; for though it 
breaks not out in paroxifms of outrage, nor burO !i 
into clamour, turbulence, and bloodlhed, it wears 
oat happinefs by (low corrofion, and fmall injuries 
inceffently repeated. It may be confidered as tlie 
anker of life, that deftroys its vigour and checks 
to improvement, that creeps on with hourly dc- 
JRdations, and taints and vitiates wliat it cannot 
eoofume. 

Peevifhnefs, when it has been fo far indulged as 
to outrun the motions of the will, and difcovcr it- 
Htwithout premeditation, is a fpecies of depravity 
* the higheft degree difgulHng and oft'enfive, be- 
BDfc no retlitude of intention nor foftntfs of ad- 
drefs, can enfure a moment's exemption from af- 
bnt and indigpiity. Wliile we are courting the 
brour of a peevifh man, and exerting ourfelvcs in 
4c moft diligent civility, an unlucky fy liable dif- 
deafes, an unheeded circum (lance rufHes and exaf- 
Krates ; and in the moment when we congratulate 
urlelvefl upon having gained a friend, our endca- 
OUTB are fruftrated at once, and all our aifiduity 

Vol, Ih li fo\\{;:^\.\s.xv 
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forgotten in the cafual tumult pf fome 
irritation. 

Tbh trQublefprne impatience is fonietimes 
thing more than the fymptom of fome d 
inalady* He that is angry without d^iring to 
fefs his refentmentt or forrowful without the It 
pf telling his gnef, is too frequently inclined to^ 
vent to. the fermentations of his mind at the 
p^lffages that are opened^ and to let hia p?: 
boil over vpon thofe whom accident thrpw^ ia 
way. A painful and tedious courle of iic 
frequently produces fuch an ala^ning apprebe 
of the leail iacreafe of uneafinefs, as keeps the 
perpetually on the watch^ fuch a reftlefs and i 
fant folicitude, ^s no ca^e or tendernefs can 
peafe, and can only be pacified by the cure oi 
diilemper, and the removal of th^t pain l^y whidii 
is excited. 

Ne^rlj stpproaching tq this weaknefs, is the cd 
tioufnefs of old age. When the ftrength is cwfi 
ed| the fenfes dulled, and the coflooiQn pleafuresfl 
life become injQpid by repetition, we are willing tt 
impute our uneafmefs to caufes not wholly out ci 
pur power, and pleafe ourfclves wi^h fancying tb( 
we fufFer by negled\, unkiudners, or any evil whiA 
admits a remedy, rather than by the decays d 
nature, which cannot be prevented ofr repaired 
We therefore revenge our pains upon thofc oi 
whom we refolve to charge them ; and too oft<» 
drive mankind away at the time we ]^^vc t^ 
greated ne^d of teudernefs and ailii^ance* 

But th,9ugh peeyifhnefs may fometimes qiadta out 
^n^psilGoni aa the confcqi^encq pf oQacogutant ^ 

<. . .jftifoyi 



Ifeff, it h very often found, wh<?re notlnng can 
Iftify or excufc its admiflion. It is frequently 
lie of the attendants on the profpcrous, and ip 
Aployed by infolence in exafting homage, or by 
franny in harafling fubjeAion. It is the offspring 
f idlenefs or pride ; of idlenefs anxious for trifles ; 
r pride unwilling to endure the leaft obftfuftion 
Fher wifhes. Thofc who have long lived in foHtude 
ideed naturally contraft this unfocial quality, be- 
Ittfe, having long had only themfelv^s to pleafe, 
!icy do not readily depart from their own inclina- 
ipns ; their fingularities therefore arc only blame- 
blc, when they have imprudently or morofely 
^bdrawn themfelves from the world $ but thert 
fe others, who have, without any neceffity, 
tttfcd up this habit in their minds, by making 
tepHcit fubmiffivcnefs the conditton of thdr 
kvour, and fuffeting none to approach them, but 
hofe who never fpeak but to applaud, or motc 
lut to obey. 

He that gives hinnfelf up to his own fancy, and 
iOftverfes with none but fuch as he hires to lull 
lim on the down of abfolute i^uthority, to footh 
flm with obfequiotrftefs, and regale him with flat- 
ery, foon grows tooflothful for the labour of con- 
eft, too tender for the afpelity of contradidion, 
nd too delicate for the coarfenefs of truth ; a little 
rfpofition offends, a Kttle reftraint enrages, and a 
Ittle difficulty perplexes him ; having been accuf- 
omcd to fee every thing give way to his humour^ 
le foon fofgcts his own littlenefs, and expefts to 
md the world rolling at his back, and all mankind 
ttployed to accommodate and delight him. 

L 2 Tetrica 



42^ THE ftAMBLCR« 

7etnca had a large- fortune bequeathed to lier If 
an aunt, which made her very early independctfi 
and placed her in a flate of fuperiority to all aboot 
her. Having no fuperfluity of underftanding, k 
was foon intoxicated by the flatteries of her maid, 
who informed her, that ladies, fuch as (he, had nv 
thing to do but take pleafure their own way ; tiot 
fhe wanted nothing from others, and had therefiA 
no reafon to value their opinion ; that money wl 
every thing ; and that they who thought thai 
felves ill-treatedy fhould look for better ufage amof 
their equals. 

Warm with thcfe generous fentmients, TdrA 
came forth into the world, in which (he endeavov 
cd to force refpeft by haughtinefs of mien a« 
vehemence of language ; but having neither birtk 
beauty, nor wit, in any uncommon degree, Ihc Irf 
fered fuch mortifications from thofe who thouglt 
themfelves at liberty to return her infults^ as redoes 
her turbulence to cooler malignity, and taught \A 
to pradlife her arts of vexation only vdicre & 
might hope to tyrannize without reiiftance. ^ 
continued from her twentieth to her fifty- fifth yfl 
to torment all her inferiors with fo much di%^ 
that fhe has formed a principle of di&pprobatkw 
and finds in every place fomething to grate iid 
mind and difturb her quiet. 

If (he takes the air, (he is oSended with theM 
or cold, the glare of the fun, or the gloom of A 
clouds -; if (he makes a vifit, the room in which ik 
is to be received, is too light, or too dark, of ^ 
nifhed witli fomething which (he cannot fee vitv 
«ut averfion* Her tea is never of the right foiti 



he Bgarei oft the China give her dKfgtrft. Where 
lia-e are children, fte hates the gabble of brats ;, 
rhere there are none, fhe cannot'bearaplace with- 
»wt fome cheerfuSnefe and rattle. If many fervants 
Utt kept irt a houfe, fhc never fatk to tell how lord 
Lavtjb wd« ruined by a nimierous retinue j if few, 
fee relates the ftory of a mifer tliat made his com- 
«my wait dn themfekes. She qu^ureUed with one 
bmily, becaufe fhc had an unpleafant view from 
feeir windows ; with another, becaufe the fquirrel 
eaped within two yards of her ; and with a third, 
>ecaufe (he could not bear the noife of the parrot, 
"^ Of milliners and mantua-makers (he is the pro- 
rerbial torment. She compels them to alter their 
irork, then to unmake it, and contrive it after an- 
other fa(hion ; then changes her mind, and likes it 
better as it was at fk-ft ^ then will have a fmaH im- 
^vementt Thus fhe proceeds tiU no profit can 
recompenfe the vexation ; they at laft leave the 
:lothe» stt her houfe, andrefufe to ferve her. Her 
naid, the only being that can endure her tyranny, 
profeifes to take her own courie, and hear her 
luftre&talk. Such is the confequence of peevifh* 
lels ; it can be borne only when it is defpiled. 

It fometimes happens that too clofe an attention 
o minute exadnefs, or a too rigorous habit of ex- 
imining every thing by the ftandard of perfeftion, 
itiates the temper, rather than improves the under* 
landing, and teaches the mind to difcem faults' 
frith unhappy penetration. It is incident likewife 
men of vigorous imagination to jdeafe themfelves 
00 much with futurities, and to fret becaufe thofe 
spedbtions are difappointed, which (hould never 

L 3 have 
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have been formed. Knowledge and genius an 
often enemies to quiet, by fuggefling ideas of a* 
cellencey which men and the performances of ma 
cannot attain. But let no man rafhly determiner 
that his unwillingnefs to be pleafed is a proof d 
underltandingy unlefs his fupenority appears from 
lefs doubtful evidence ; for though peevilhodi 
may fometimes jufl:ly boaH its defcent from lean* 
ing or f/om wit, it is much oftener of bafe extrac- 
tion, the child of vanity, andnuriling of ignoraocci 



Numb. 75. Tv t sd ay , December ^. 1 750. 

Diligitur nemOf ntji cul-Ffrrtunafecunda ejiy 

^utyfimul iuttjuaty proxima qu^qutfugaU Oti1> 

c 

When ftnlliog fortune fpreads her golden ray. 
All croud around to flatter and obey : 
But when {he thunders from an angry iky, 
Our friends, our flatterers, our Idvers fly. 

MifsA-W. 

TV the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

THE diligence with which you endeavour to 
cultivate the knowledge of nature, manners, 
and life, will perhaps incline you to pay fome r^ 
gard to the obfervations of one who has been 
taught to know mankind by unwelcome infonw* 

■ tioB 
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bn, and whofe opinions are the refult^ not of 
)Utary conjectures, but of pra£Uce and experience* 
I was bom to a large fortune, and bred to the 
Lnowledge of thofe arts which arc fuppofed to ac- 
»aiplifti the mind, and adorn the perfon, of a wo- 
nan» To thefe attainments, which cuftom and 
jducation ahnoft forced upon me, I added fome vo- 
untary acquifitions by the ufe of books, and the 
»averfation of that fpecies of men whom the 
adies generally mention with terror and averiioa 
icder the name of fcholars, but whom I have found 
I barmlefs and inoffenfive order of beings, not fo 
nach wifer than ourfelves, but that they may re- 
:eive as well as communicate knowledge, and more 
bclined to degrade their own character by coward- 
ly fubmiflion, than to overbear or oppreis us with 
their learning or their wit. 

From ibcfe men, however, if they arc by kind 
treatment encouraged to talk, fomething may be 
gained, w^hich, embeUiihed with elegancy and foft- 
ened by modeily, will always add dignity and value 
to female converfation ; and from my acquaintance 
with the bookifti part of the world 1 derived many 
priaciples of judgment and maxims of prudence, 
by which I was enabled to draw upon myfelf the 
general regard in eveiy place of concourfe or 
pleafure. My opinion was the great rule of ap- 
probation } my remarks were remembered by thofe 
who dcfired the fecond degree of fame ; my mica 
was ftudicd ; my drefs was imitated ; my letters 
were handed from one family to another, and read 
hy thofe who copied them as fent to thcmfelvcs ; 
i&y viiiu were folicited ^ hooours ; and multitudes 

boafted 
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boafled of an intimacy with Mdtffdy who had om 
feen mc by accident, and whote familiarity Ini 
tieyer proceeded beyond the exchange of a compfc 
ment, or return of a court cfy. 

I fhall make no fcruple of confeffing that I iri 
pleafed with this univerfal Teneratbn, becaufc I i 
ways confidercd it as paid to my intrinfick qu '* ' 
Imd infeparablc merit, and very cafily perfi 
tnyfelf, that fortune had no part inmy fuperiori 
When I looked upon my glafs I faw youth 
beauty, with health that might give me reafoo 
hope their continuance : when I examined 
mind, I found fome ftrength of judgment and f( 
tility of fancy ; and was told that every a^on 
grace, and that every accent was perfualion. 

In this manner my hfe paffed like a contima 
triumph amidft acclamations, and envy, and cou* 
/hip and careffes ; to pleafe MeRffa was the geneni 
Imibition, and every ftratagem of artful flattery wa» 
pra6lifed upon me. To be flattered is gratcft4 
*ven when we know that our praifes are not b^ 
Jieved by thofe who pronounce them ; for th«f 
prove, at leaft, our power, and fticw that otf 
favour is valued, fince it is purchafed by the ma» 
pefe of ^fehood. But, perhaps, the flatterer is 
l»ot often detefted, for an honeft mind is not api 
to fufpe^, and no one exerts the power of difccni* 
ment with much vigour when felf-lovc fevours the 
deceit. 

The number of adorers, and the perpetual dif- 
tni£lion of my thoughts by new fchemes of pleaiiirCi 
prevented me fix)m liftening to any of thofe who 
^r^wd in mtthitHdes to gi^e giiis advice^ and kept 
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ic unmarried and unengaged tX) my twenty- feventh 
car, when as I was towering in all the pride of 
inconteiled excellency, with a face yet little im- 
paired, and a mind hourly improving, the failure of 
I fund, in which my money was placed, reduced me 
to a frugal competency, which allowed little 
beyond neatnefs and independence. 

I hore the diminution of my riches without any 
wtrages of forrow or pufillanimity ' of dejedlion. 
[ndeed I did not know how much I had loft, for, 
baviug always heard and thought more of my wit 
ind beauty, than of my fortune, it did not fndden- 
\f enter my imagination, that Meliffa could fink 
beneath her eflabliihed rank, while her form and 
ber mind continued the fame ^ that ihe could 
ceafe to raife admiration but by ceafing to de- 
icrve it, or feel any iboke but from the hand 
of time. 

It was in my power to have concealed the lofs, 
and to have married, by continuing the fame ap- 
pearance, with all the credit of my original for- 
tune ; but I was not fo far funk in my own 
eileem, as to fubmit to the bafenefs of fraud, or to 
dcfire any other recommendation than fenfe and 
virtue. I therefore difmiffed my equipage, fold 
thofe ornaments which were become unfuitable to 
my new condition, and appeared among thofe with 
whom I ufed to converfe wilh lefs ghtter, but with 
equal fpirit. 

I found myfelf received at every vifit, with for- 
row beyond what is naturally felt for calamities in 
which we have no part, and was entertained with 
coudolence and confclation, fo frequently repeatedjt 

thai 
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that my fncnds plainly confnlted, rather" that 
own gratification, than my relief. Some fixjA 
that time refufed my acquaintance, and forbore^ 
without any provocation, to repay my vifits ; fotnt 
vilitcd me, but after a longer interval than ufnal, 
and every return was ft ill vrith more delay i not 
did any of my female acquaintances fail to intro*i 
duce the mention of my misfortunes, to compare 
my prefent and former condition, to tell me hoUI 
much it muft trouble me to want the fplendodf 
which I became fo well, to look at pleafurcs whidh 
I had formerly enjoyed, and to fink to a lerd 
with thofe by whom I had been confidered 9M 
moving in a lugher fphcre, and who had hitherto 
approached me with reverence and fubmiffiotti 
which I was now no longer to expe6l. 

Obfervations like thefe are commonly nothing 
better than covert infults, which ferve to give vctH 
to the flatulence of pride, but they are now ana 
then imprudently ottered by honefty and beneto- 
lence, and infli6^ pain where kindnefs is intended* 
I will therefore, fo far maintain my antiquated 
claim to politenefs, as to venture the eftablifhmctrt 
of this rule, that no one ought to remind anothtfl 
of misfortunes of which the fuffcrcr does not coifl' 
plain, and which there are no means propofed tfl 
alleviating. You have no right to excite thouglrta 
which necefiarily give pain whenever they returOi 
and which perhaps might not have revived but bj 
abfurd and unfcafonable compaflion. 

My endlefs train of lovers immediately withdre«ri 
without raifing any emotions. The greater part 
liad indeed always profefied to court, as it tf 

termedi 
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rin^d,-upon the fquare, had enquired my fortune^ 
id offered fettkmenta ; thefe had undoubtedly 9^ 
ght to retire without qenfure, fince they had 
penly treated for money, as neceffary to their 
appinefs, and who can tell how little they wante4 
py other portion I I have alwaya thought the 
lanjours or women unreafonabl^, who imaging 
ij^mfelvea injured bccaufe the men who followed 
^m upon the fuppofition of a greater fortune^ 
5^^ them when they are difcovered to have lel9» 
have never known any. lady, who did not think 
^^alth a title to fome ilipulatiQn& in her favour ; 
id furely what is claimed by the poffeffion of 
Kuiey is juftly forfeited by its lois* She that 
lis once demanded a fettlement has allowed the 
bportance of fortune ; and when ihe cannot (hcv^ 
ecuniary merit, why fhould {he think her cheapener 
bhged to purchafe I 

My lovers were not all contented with filent 
efeition. Some of them revenged the negledi 
i^ich they had formerly endured by wanton and 
Iperfluous infults, and endeavoured to mortif]^ 
le, by paying, in my prefence, thofe civilities to 
kher ladies which were once devoted only to me. 
kit, as it had been my nile to treat men according 
% the rank of their intelled, I had never fuifered 
ay one to wafle his life in (ufpenfe, who could have 
Employed it to better purpofe, and had the3:€fore 
{> enemies but coxcombs^ whofft refentmcnt and 
rfpe6t were equally below myconfideration. 

The only pain which I have felt from degrada* 
10a, is the lofs of that influence which I had al* 
rays €X,crt|?d^n the fide of virtue, in the defence of 

innocence^ 
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innocencCy and tlic afierbon of truth. I now 
my opinion ffighted, my fentiments criticired, 
my arguments oppofed by thofe that ufed to li 
to me without reply, and ftruggle to be firft 
cxprefling their convi6Hon. 

The female difputants have wholly thrown d 
my authority ; and if I endeavour to enforce i^ 
reafons by an appeal to the fcholars that hap 
to be prefent, the wretches are certain to 
their court by (acrificing me and my fyftem W 
finer gown, and I am every hour infulted 
contradidlion by cowards, who could never fin 
till lately that Meltjfa was liable to error. 

There are two perfons only whom I cannot chai^ 
with having changed their condu6^ with my chanj 
of fortune. One is an old curate that has pafis 
his life in the duties of his profefiion, with grei 
reputation for his knowledge and piety ; the otli 
is a lieutenant of dragoons. The parfon made 
difficulty -in the height of my elevation to check 
when I was pert, and inftroft me when I blunderi 
and if there is any alteration, he is now more tii 
rous left his freedom (hoiild be thought rude 
The foldicr never paid me any particular addrei 
but very rfgidly obfervcd all the rules of polit 
which he is now fo far from relaxing, that whene 
he fcrvcs the tea, he obftinately carries me the 
di(h, in defiance of the frowns and whifpers of 
table. 

This, Mr. Rambler, is to fee the tvorhl. 
is impofiible for thofe that have only known a 
ence and profperity, to judge rightly of themfd'fl 
#r others. The rich and the powerful live in i 
^ pcipetal 
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erpetual itaafquerade, in which all about them 
€ar borrowed charsT^iers ; and we only difcover 
1 what eftimation we are held, when we can nm- 
mger give hopes or fears. 

I am, &c. 

Melissa^ 



VA' ' 
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> Numb. 76. Saturdat, December 8, 1750. 

Silvis uhi paffim 
PalanUs error certo de tramlte pellit, 
'' lilejinijirerfumy hie dexfrorfum abit, unus utrique 

£rrorf fed ^ariu illudit fartibtu. Hot* 

I While mazy error draws mankind aftray 

From truth's fure path, each takes his devious way ; 

One to the right, one to the left recedes. 

Alike deluded as each fancy leads. Elphinston. 

r 

tT is eafy for CYcry man, whatever be his cha- 
ra^er with others, to find reafons for efteeming 
^fclf, and therefore cenfure, contempt, or con- 
iop of crimes, feldom deprive him of his own 
avour. Thofe, indeed, who can fee only external 
kfks, may look upon him with abhorrence, but 
Irhen he calls himfelf to his own tribunal he finds 
ivery fault, if not abfolutely effaced, yet fo much 
palliated by the goodnefs of his intention, and the 
logency of the motive, that very little guilt or 
iirpitude remains ; and when he takes a furvey of 
he whole complication of his tharader, he difco- 
•crs fo many latent excellencies, fo many virtues 
Vol. II. M that 
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that wast but an opportunity to exert- themfi 
in a^ty and fo many kind wifhes for umTcr^ 
pinefs, that he looks on himfelf as fuffering uoji 
under the infamy of (ingle fattingSy while the 
lal temper of his mind is unknown or unregardd 

It is natural to mean well, when only abftradel 
ideas of virtue are propofed to the mind, and 
particular paffion turns us afide from redit 
and fo willing is every man to flatter himfelf, 
the- difference between approving laws, and ol 
ing- them, is frequently forgotten ; he that act 
ledges the obligations of morality, and pleafes 
vanity with, enforcing them to others, concla 
himfelf zealous in the caufe of victiie, though 
lus no longer any regard to her jjM^cepts, thai 
they conform to his own defires ; and counts hb 
felf among her warmeft lovers, hecaufe he praifi 
her beauty, though every rival deals away his heat 

There are, however, great numbers who haH 
little recourfe to the refinements of fpeculatii 
but who yet live at peace with themfelves, 
tneans which require lefs underftandiflg, or lefa 
tention^ When their hearts are burthened 
the coofcioufnefs of a crime, inilead of feekiog 
fome remedy within themfelves, they k>ok roi 
upon the reft oi mankind, to find others taioti 
with the fame guilt : they pleafe themfelves 
obferving, that they have numbers on their fii 
and that though they are hunted out from 
fociety of good men, they are not likely to 
condemned to folitude* 

It may be obferved, perhaps witho%^ exccptioi^ 
^^'%t none are fo induftrious to detect wickcdoA 

IT 
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r fo ready to impute it, as they whofc crimci 
rt apparent and confeiTed. They envy an un- 
kmifhed reputation, and what they envy they are 
»ufy to deftroy : they are unwiUing to fuppofc 
hcmfelves meaner and more corrupt than othersy 
lid therefore willingly pull down from their ele- 
ations thofe with whom they cannot rife to an 
quality. No man yet was ever wicked without 
rcret difcontent, and according to the different 
Agrees of remaining virtue or unextinguifhed rca* 
in, he either endeavours to reform himfelf, or 
iDrrapt others ; either to regain the (lation which 
le has quitted, or prevail on others to imitate hit 
Itfedion. 

It has always heen confidered as an alleviatioa 
if mifery not to fuffer alone, even when union and 
bciety. can contribute nothing to refiftance or 
Kicape ; fome comfort of the fame kind feems to 
Incite wickednefs to feek affociates, though indeed 
IDother reafon may be given ; for as guilt is pro* 
pagated the power of reproach is diminifhed, and 
^fBoong numbers equally deteftable every individual 
fBay be (heltered from (hame, though not from 
tonfcience. 

' Another' lenitive by which the throbs of the 
^aft are affuaged, is, the contemplation, not of 
Sie fame, but of different crimes. He that can** 
•ot juftify himfelf by hisf refemblance to others, 
• ready to try fome other expedient, and to en- 
quire what will rife to his advantage from oppofi- 
^ion and diffimilitude. He eafily hnd&fome faults 
"* every human being, whith he weighs againlt 
W« own, and cafdy makes them preponderate while 

Mz He 



Ij6 TBS KAIfBLSK. 

lie keeps tbc bahncc in Ids own hand, and thfo 
in or takes out at hb pleafurey cnrcamftances 
make them hcaTier or lighter. He then txium 
ia his oomparative purity, and iets himfdf at 
not becaufe he can refute the charges advaocei 
againit him, but becaufe he can ccnfuie his a^ 
cufen with eq'ial jnftice, and no longer fears tlie 
arrows of reproach, when he has ftored his mag* 
sine of malice with weapons equally (harp 
equally envenomed. 

This praciice, though never juft, is yet fpeci 
and artful, when the cesfure is dire6led a 
deviations to the contrary extreme. The 
who is branded with cowardice may, with f< 
appearance of propriety turn all his force of 
metit againft a ftupid contempt of life, and 
precipitation into unnecefTary danger. Every 
ceilion from temerity is an approach toward 
cowardice, and though it be confetfed that bra' 
like other virtues, ftands between faults on dl 
hand, yet the place of the middle point may sd' 
be difputed ; he may therefore often impofe u 
carelefs underftandings, by turning the attentioi 
whoUy from himfelf, and keeping it fixed in 
ably on the oppofite fault ; and by (hewing bo^ 
many evils are avoided by his behaviour, he 
conceal for a time thofe which are incurred. 

But vice has not always opportunities or ad 
for fuch artful fubterfuges ; men often exteo 
their own guilt, only by vague and general chai 
upon others, or endeavour to gain reft to the* 
felves, by pointing fomc other prey to the purfui 
f f cenfure. 

Evaj 
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Every wkifpcr of infamy is induArioufly drcu- 
itcd, every hint of fufpicion eagerly improved, 
od every failure of condu6t joyfully publiftied, 
►y ihofe whofe intereft it is, that the eye and voice 
it the publick fhould be employed on any rather 
faan on themfelves. 

All thefe arti6ces, and a thoufand others equally ' 
■in and equally defpicable, are incited by that 
onvi6lion of the deformity of wickednefs, froni 
ihich none can fet himfelf free, and by an abfurd 
bfire to feparate the caufe from the effe^s, and to 
Djoy the profit of crimes without fuffering tho 
iRme. Men are willing to try all methods of re- 
DDciling guilt and quiet, and when their under« 
badings are ftubbom and uncomplying, raifo 
beir paffion« againil them, and hope to overpowev 
heir own knowledge. ^ 

It is generally not fo much the d^dre of men^ 
bok into depravity, to deceive the world as them-^ 
dves, for when no particular circumftances makq 
hem dependent on otlters, inhmy difturbs theni 
iltle, but a» it revives their remorfe, and is echoed 
D them from their own hearts. The fentenc9 
wxft dreaded is that of reaibn and confcience, 
rhich chey would engage on their fide at any 
tice but the labours of duty and the forrows of 
epentance. For this purpofc every feducement 
lid fallacy is fought, the hopes flill reft upon fom« 
ew experiment till life is at an end ; and the lafl 
lOur fteals on unperceived, while the faculties are 
ngaged in refifting reefon, and reprefUng the fenfe 
f the divine diiapprobatton. 

M 3 NvMR. 77. 
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Numb. 77. Tuesday, December 1 1, 1750. 

Oj digHum mUtm mitiimm fmi fulgtmt onre. 

Si mallet lauJjre dium., cmiforJida miifira 

Prsttdity et liquidam Umeravit crimine vscem» PEUDEVft 

A golden ilatue fuch a wit might claim, 

Had God and virtue rais*d the noble flame ; 

But ah ! how lewd a fubjed has he fung. 

What vile obfcenity profanes his tongue. F. Liwii/^ 

AMONG thofe, whofe hopes of diftindion, 
riches, arife from an opinion of their int 
leclaal attainments, it has been, from age to 
an eilabli(hed cuftom to complain of the ingratiti 
of mankind to their in{tru^oi*s, and the difcof 
ragement which men of genius and iludy fu 
from avarice and ignorance, from the prevalence 
falfe tafte, and the encroachment of barbarity. 

Men are moft powerfully affe6led by thofe cA 
wliich themfelves feel, or which appear befoiw 
their own eyes ; and as there has never been ^ 
time of fuch general felicity, but that many hirt^J 
failed to obtain the rewards to which they had, i* 
their own judgments, a juft claim, fome o£Fendev 
writer has always declaimed, in the rage of di£»p*< 
pointment againd his age or nation ; nor is there 
one who has not fallen upon times more unfavoui* 
able to learning than any former century, or wb^ 
docs not wi(h, that he had been referved in the 
infenfibility of non-exiftence to fome happier hottTt 
when literary merit (hall no longer be defpifedf 
and the gifts and careiTes of mankind fhall recofl>^ 
penfe the toils of ftudy, and add luftre to tte 

cliurms of wit. 

Many 



%«Tany of thefe ckmours are undoubtedly to be 
oniidered only as the burfts of pride never to be 
aitisfied, as the prattle of affectation nximickin^ 
^refles unfelt» or as the common-places of vanitf 
blicitous for fplendour of fentences and acutenefs' 
>f remark. Yet it cannot be denied that frequent 
lifcontent muft proceed from frequent hardfhips ; 
Ufid though it is evident that not more than one 
igc or people can deferve the cenfure of being 
pore averfe frorti learning than any other, yet at 
tk times knowledge muft have encountered impe- 
diments, and wit been mortified with contempt, or 
karafled with perfecution; 

It is not necefTary, however, to join immediate- 
ly in the outcry, or to condemn mankind as pleafed 
vrith ignorance, or always envious of fupenor abi- 
Kties. The miferies of the learned have been re- 
lated by themfelves, and iince they have not been 
ibund exempt from that partiality with which men 
look upon their own a£lions and fufferings, we^ 
ttiay conclude that they have not forgotten to^ 
deck their caufe with the brighteft ornaments and 
ftrongeii colours. The logician cplle6^ed all his 
ftxbtilties when they were to be employed in his 
own defence ; and the mailer of ihetorick exerted 
againib his adverfary all the arts by which hatred 
is embittered and indignation inflamed. 

To believe no man in his own caufe, is the (land- 
ing and perpetual rule of diftributive jttftice. Since 
therefore, in the controverfy between the learned 
snd their enemies, we have only the pleas of one 
party, of the party more able to delude our un- 
^rftiuidings and ei^gage our paJlSon^; we mull de- 
termine 



/ 



termine our opinion by hBs tmcontefled, and 
dences on each fide allowed to be genuine. 
- By this procedure, I know not whether the ili&« 
dents will find their caufe proBiotedy or the 
pafiion which they expe£^ much increafcd. Let 
their condu^ be impartially furveyed ;. let t 
be allowed no longer to dire6): attention at their 
pleafure, by expatiating on their own defierts ; 
neither the dignity of knowledge uverawethe judg« 
mtnty nor the graces of elegance feducc it. 
will then, pechapsy be Ibund, that they were 
abl^ to produce claiins^to kinder treatmeoty 
provoked the calamities which they &i£Sered» 
£eldom wanted friendfi* but when they wanted 
virtue. 

Thai few men, celebrated for tbeoretick wifdooi 
live with conformity to their precepts, muftbB 
ueadily coniefled ; and we cannot wonder that th» 
indignation of mankind rifes with great vehemence 
againfi thofe» who negledk the duties which they 
appear to know with fo ftrong convid^n the ne* 
ceflity of perfomeiiiig* Yet fiace na jnan hai 
power of a^ng equal toithalt of thinkiQg, I knov 
not whether the fpeculatiii may not fomctimes in»> 
cur cenfures too fevere, and by thofe> who form 
ideas of his life from their knowledge of his booksi 



be confidered as wocfe than others, only becaof^ 
he was expe6led to be better. 

He^ by whole writings, the heart is re6kified» 
the appetites countera6led, and the pafiions rq)ref«' 
fedy may be confidered as not unprofitable to the 
great republick of humanity , even, though his 
behaviour ibould not abvayf^ qiemphiy lik roles* 

His 
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(is inftrudibns may diffufe their infltsence to re-* 
onsy in which it will not be enquired, whether 
le author ht albiu an ater^ good or bad ; to times/ 
hen all his faults and all his follies (hall be loft in 
irgetfulnefs, among things of no concern or im- 
ortance to the world ; and he may kindle in 
loufands and ten thoufands that flame which burnt 
imly in himfelf, through the fumes of paffion 
r the damps of cowardice. The vicious moraUft 
my be coniidered as a taper, by which we are» 
ghted through the labyrinth of complicated paf- 
ons, he extends his radiance further, than; his' 
eaty and guides all that are within view, but 
Imis only thofe who make too near approaches. ' 

Yet fince good or harm mud be received for the 
koft part i&om thofe to whom we are familiarly 
Bown, he whofe vices overpower his virtues, in 
lie compafs to which his vices can extend, has no 
eafim to complain that he meets not with affedlion* 
t veneration, when thofe with whom he pafTes 
is life are more corrupted by his pradlice than 
nHghtened by his ideas. Admiration begins- 
rtiere acquaintance ceafes ; and his favourers are 
liftanty but his enemies at hand. 

Yet many have dared to boaft of neglefted me« 
it, and to challenge their age for cruelty and 
^y, of whom it cannot be alledged that they 
ave endeavoured to increafe the wifdom or virtue 
f their readers. They have been at once profli- 
;ate in their lives and licentious in their compoii- 
ions ; have not only forfaken the paths of virtue, 
►ut attempted to lure others after them. They 
lave iinoothed the road of perdition,, covered with 

flowers 
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flowers the thorns of guilt, and taught temptat 
fwecter notes, fofter blandifhnients, and ftroB) 
allurements. 

It has been apparently the fettled purpofie 
Come writers, whofe powers and acquiOtions pL 
them high in the rank of literature, to fet fa(hi 
on the fide of wickednefs ; to recommend < 
bauchery and lewdncfs, by afibdating them w 
qualities moft likely to dazzle the difcemment a 
attradl the afie6Uons ; and to (hew innocence a 
goodnefs with fuch attendant weakneffes as nee 
farily expofe them to contempt and denfion. ■ 

Such naturally found intimates among the o 
rupt« the thoughtleis, and the intemperate ; p 
fed their hves amidH the levities of fportive id 
ncis, or the warm profeilions of dnmken fria 
fhip ; and fed their hopes with the promifcs 
wretches, whom their precepts had taught to fc 
at truth. But when fools had laughed away tl 
fprightlinefs, and the languors of excels could 
longer be relieved, they faw their protedors hou 
drop away, and wondered and ftom^.ed to f 
themfelves abandoned. Whether their compani* 
perfifted in wickednefs or returned to virtue, tl 
were left equally without afliftance ; for debauch 
is fcliiAi and negligent, and from virtue the virtu* 
only can expert regard. ^ ^ 

It is faid by Florus of Cataline, who died 
the midil of flaughtered enemies, that hit de 
had been illvftriovsy had it been fujffered for 
country. Of the wits who have languished a¥ 
life under the preflures of poverty, or in the x\ 
Icflhefs of fufpenfcy carefFed and rejcdledy fiattc 
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lefpifed) a« they were of more or left ufe to 
: who ftiled themfdves their patrons, it might 
>fcrvedy that their miferies would enforce com* 
m, had they been brought upon them by 
fty and religion. 
lie wickednefs of a loofe and profane author is 

atrocious than that of the giddy libertine or 
cen rayiftiefy not only becaufe it extends its 
s wider^ as a peftilence that taints the air is 
dedru^Uve than poifon infufcd in a draughty 
lecaufe it ia committed with cool deliberation. 
he ioftantaneous violence of deQre» a good 
tnay fometimes be furprifed before reflection 
ooie to his refcue ; when the appetites hare 
^heiied their influence by habit, they are not 

redfled or fupprefTed ; but for the frigid 
y of lludious lewdnefs, for the calm malig- 
of laboured impiety, what apology can be 
ted ? What punifliment can be adequate to 
rime of him who retires to folitudes for the 
ment of debauchery ; who tortures his fancy, 
ranfacks his memory, only that he may leave 
7orld lefs virtuous than he found it ; that he 
intercept the hopes of the riling generation ; 
pread fnares for the foul with more dexterity T 
hat were their motives, or what their excufes, 
low the dignity of reafon to examine. If, 
g cxtinguiihed in themfe!ves the diftindion of 

and wrong, they were infehiible of the mif* 

which they promoted, they deferred to be 
;d down by the general compa^, as no longcf 
king of focial nature ; if influenced by the 
ptKm of patrons or readers, they facriBced 
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their own convi6^ions to vanity or intercft) tin 
were to be abhorred with more acrimony than I 
that murders for pay ; fince they comnud 
greater crimes without greater temptations, 

Of him to whom much is given^ much Jhdl ltd 
quired, Thofe whom God has favoured 
6iperior faculties, and made eminent for quic 
of intuition and accuracy of diftindions, wiQ 
tainly bd regarded as culpable in his eye, for 
£^s and deviations which, in fouls lefs enlight 
may be guiltlefs. But, furely, none can 
without horror on that man's condition^ who 
been more wicked in proportion as he had 
means of exceUing in inrtue, and ufed the li] 
imparted from heaven only to embellifh fo%i 
ihed luilre upon crimes. 



jiT.t.- 'M" 4ji;./< ifei-a-iif..'.. ■■-.-;■: g«- 



NuMB. 78. Saturday, December 15, 17501 

'Morsfola faietur 
^uantula ftnt baminum corpujeida* 

Death only this myftcrious truth tmfolds. 

The mighty foul how finall a body holds. DtTSU 

CORPORAL fenfation is known to dcp«* 
fo much upon novelty, that cuftoin taU 
Airay from many things their power of giving pte* 
fure or pain. Thus a new drefs T[>cconie8 eafy bf 

wearing it, and the palate is reconciled by degree 

to 
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) difiies which at firft difgufted iu That hy long 
abit of carrying a burden we lofe^ in great party 
ur fenfibility of its weight, any man may be con- 
incedby putting on for half an hour the ai'mour of 
•ur anceftors ; for he will fcarcely believe tha^ 
oen would have had much inclination to marches 
nd battles, encumbered and opprefTedf as he will 
nd bimfelf, with the ancient panoply, Yet the 
leroes that oyerrun regions and ftormed towns in 
x>n accoutrements, he knows not to have been 
pgger, and has no reafon to imagine them ftronger 
ban the prefent race of men ; he therefore mufl 
Dnclude, that their peculiar powers were confer- 
(d only by peculiar haliits, and that their famili- 
lity with the drefs of war enabled ^em to movjc 
a it with eafe, vigour, and agility. 
, Yet it feems to be the condition of our prefent 
pte, that pain fhould be more fi;i^ed and permaneqt 
than pleafiire. ' Uneafinefs gives w^y by flow de- 
p'ees, and is long before it quits its pofFeilion of the 
cnfory; but aU our gratifications are volatilci va- 
grant and eaHly diifipated. The fragrance of the 
leflamine bower is loit after the enjoyment of a few 
iioments, and the J^ndian wanders among his native 
^ces, without any fenfe of their exhalations. It 
8, indeed, not neceflary to (hew by many . inftanc^s 
^hat all mankind confefs, by an inceflant call for 
rariety, and reftlefs purfuit of enjoyments, which 
fbey value only becaufe unpofleiTed. 

Something fimilar, or analogous, may be obferv- 
cd in effedls produced immediately upon the mind ; 
nothing Q^ ilrongly ftrike or affe6k us, but wh^t 
is rare oMudden. The moft important events. 

Vol. II. N whca 
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whctt thqr become familiar, arc no Ibngert^ 
cd with wonder or folicitudc, and that wbid 
firft filled up our whole attention, and left no 
for anf other thought, is foon thruft afide into 
remote rcpofitory of the mind, and lies among 
lumber of the memory, overlooked and neglei 
Thus far the mind refemMes the body, but 
the fimilitnde is at an end. 

The manner in which external force afts 
the body is very little fubjeft to the regnlatioH| 
the will ; no man can at pleafure obtnnd or 
gorate his fenfes, prolong the agency of any ii 
traced upon the eye, or any found infnfed into 
ear. But our ideas are more fubjefted to choic^ 
can call them before us, and command their 
we can facilitate and promote their recurrence, 
can either reprefs their intrufion or haften their 
treat. It is therefore the bufineft of wifdom 
virtue^ to filed among numberlcfs bbjefts fliH 
for our notice> fuch as may enable us to exalt | 
reafon, extend our views, arid fecore oilr happi* 
But this choice is to be made with very Ihtk 
gard to tarcneffli or frequency ; for nothing is t 
dble bccaufe it U either rare Or common, but 
eaufe it is adapted to Tome ufeful purpofc, i 
enables ufe to fupply fome deficiency of our mW 

MihoH h^i Judicioufly reprefented the father 

' taiankiftd, ds fcized with horror and aftoniffimeDt 

the fight of death, exhibited to him on the mo' 

" of vinon. FoVfurcly, nothing can fb much difl 

the paflSons, or perplex the intelleftsof man, as 

difru|)tion of his union with Wfible dlhire ; \ 

paratt^ 
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ration from all that ha$ hitherto delighted or en- 
iged him ; a change not only of the place, but 
le manner of his being ; an entrance into a ftate 
>t fimply which he knows not, but which perhaps 
s has not faculties to know ; an immediate and ' 
crceptible.connLmunication with th^ fupreme Bein^, 
id, what is above all diftrefsful and alarming, the 
lal fentenc.e, and unalterable allotment. 
Vet we to whom the fhortnefs of life has given 
Cquent occafions o£ cgntemplf tipg morality, can, 
itbout emotion, fee generations ofm/sn pafs away, 
id are ^t leifure to eftablifh modes of (orrow, and 
^uft the ceremonial of death. We can look, 
pon funeral pomp ^s a common fpe^cle in which* 
r^ have no concern,, and turn away from it to 
i^8 and amufementSy without dejedion of look 
r ipqiiie)tade of heart. 

rit is, indeed, apparent from the conjUtution o^ 
be world, that there m^fl: be a time for other 
|k>ughts.; ^d a perpetual noeditation upon the lafl 
pur, however it may become the folitude of a mo« 
f&erjy is inconiiftent with many duties, of com- 
Km life. But (iirely the remembrance of death 
fight to predominate in our minds, as an habitiial 
^i fettled principle, always operating, though not 
[ways perceifed ^ and our attention (hould feldom 
rander fo £ir from our own condition, as not to 
e recalled and fixed by the Qght of an event, which 
luil fbon, we known not how foon, happen like . 
rife to ourfelves, and of which, though we cannot 
ppoint the time, we may fecure the consequence.^ 
Every iridance of death may ju(Uy awaken our 
ears and quicken our, vigilance^ but its frequency 
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fo much weakens its efFeft, that we arc feldooi' 
alarmed unlefs fome dofe connection is hrokeOf 
feme fcheme fruilrated, or fome hope defeated. 
Many therefore feem to pafs on from youth to' 
decrepitude without any reflexion on the end of. 
life, becaufe they are wholly inYolred within them-^i 
felvefty and look on others only as inhabitants dt' 
the common earth, without any expectation of it^i 
cciving good, or intention of beftowing it. .1 

Event-, of which we confffs the importance^] 
excite little fenfibility, unlefs they ^Sc&. us 
nearly than as fharers in the common intereft 
mankind ; that defire ¥rhich every man feds 
being remembered and lamented, is often moi 
when we remark how little concern is caufed 
the eternal departure even of thofe who have 
fed their lives with publick honours, and been 
tinguifhed by extraordinary performances. It k* 
not poflible to be regarded ^^ith tendemefs exce{£ 
by a few. That merit which gives greatnefs aoff 
renown, diffufes its influence to a wide compatf 
but adls weakly on every fmgle breaft ; it is pkcrf 
at a diflance from common fpeftators, and fhind 
like one of the remote ftars, of which the ligW 
reaches us, but not the heat. The wit, the hcro^' 
the philofopher, whom their temper^ or their for" 
tunes have hindered from intimate relations, dici 
without any other cfFedl than that of adding a nc^ 
topick to the converfation of the day. They iflj* 
prcfs none with any frefh conviftion of the fragfli" 
ty of our nature, becaufe none have any particultf 
intirefl in their lives, or was united to them by^ 

reciprocation of benefits and endearments. 

• TUuJ 
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Thus it often happens, that thofe who 19 their 
lyes were applauded ^nd admired^ are hiid at lail 
a the ground without the common honour of a 
lone ; bec^ufe by thofe ^cellencies with which 
many were delighted, none had been oUiged, and, 
ffaough they had many to celebrate they had none 
to love them. 

' Cuftom fo far re^^lates the fentiments, at leaft 
^ common mindsy that .1 believe men may be ge« 
leraUy ob&rved to grow Ms tender as they ad« 
nmce in age. He who, when life was new, melted 
^t the lofs of eivery companion, c^n look in time, 
prithout concern, upon the grave into which his 
\A friend was thrown* and into which faimfelf is 
ready to fall ; not that he is more willing to die 
^an formerly, but that he is more familiar to the 
Heath of others, and therefore is not alarmed fo far 
as to confider how much nearer he approaches to his 
^od. But this is to fubmit tamely to the tyranny 
pf accident, and to (i^ffer our reafon tp lie ufelefs. 
l^ycry funeral may jufUy be conlidered as a fum- 
mbns to prepare for that ftate, into which it (hews 

Ct that we mud feme time enter ; and the fum- 
ons is more loud and piercing, as the event of 
which it warns us' is at lefs diilance. To negle6l 
at any time preparation for death, is to fleep oh our 
poft ^t a iiege ; but to omit it in old age, is to fleep 
|t an attack. 

It has always appeared to me one of the mod 
ftriking pailages In the yifions of ^evcdoy which 
fHgmatifes thofe as fooi^ who complain that they 
63ed of l»pbinefs by iTudiden dea^. << How," 

' • '.V .' XT- - C 



150 THE KAMBLEl. 

fays he, ** can doith be Ibdden to a being who if 
f * ways knew that he muft die, and that the dtf 
<< of his death was uncertain.'' 
. Since bufineis and gaiety are always diawitig ov 
attention away from a future ftate, fome admoa* 
tion is frequently neceflary to recaB it to our mindly 
and what can more properly renew the impreffial 
than the exsunples of mortality which every iff 
fuppUes I The great incentive to. virtue is the is* 
fld^on that we muft die ; it will therefore be uii^ 
fill to accuftom ourfelves, whenever we fee a fuoft 
ral, to confider how foon we may be added to tk 
number of thofe whofe probation is pail, and whaiit 
happinefs or mifery fhsdl endure for ever. 



i • 
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Numb. 79. Tv zsd ay ^ J),ecemter i8, 1750. 

Taffi J<^f£ nojirum detipi FaButlum^ quid 

Miraris^ Aule ? Semper bonus homo tiro ejl, MaiTi 

I 

You wondci? I've To littk wrt, 

Frtond Jobn^ io often to be bity— » 

None better guard againft a cheat 

Than he who is a knave complete. t. Livifc 

SUSPICION, however neceflary it may be to 
our fafe paflage through ways befet on all 
fides by fraud and malice, l^as .6cen always coo^ 
fidered, when it exceeds the,^^ommon m^afures,^ 
a token of depravi[v aqd corruption ; and a Gnt\ 
•writer of fentence's lias. laid down a:s a ftanJing 

• " maxiffl 
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filxiaiy that /je ivho Believes noi another on his oalhf 
nows himfelfio be perjured. 

We can form our opinions of that which we 
mow not, only hy placing it in comparifon with 
bmething that we know ; whoever therefore- is 
werrun with fufpicion, and dete6ls artifice and 
Inrtagem in every propofal, muft either have leam- 
dby experience or obfervation the wickednefsof 
aankindy and been taught to avoid fraud by hav- 
ig often fuffercd or feen treachery, dr he muft 
krive bis judgment frbn^ the confcidufnefs of 
08 own difpoiition, and impute to others the 
ime inclinationSy which he feels predominant in 
amfelf. 

To learn caution by turning our eyes lipon life^ 
Hid obferving the arts by which negligence is fur- 
irifed, timidity overborne, and credulity amufed, 
xquires either great latitude of converfe and long 
icquaintance with bu(mefs, or uncommon a6livity 
tf vigilance, and acuteneis of penetration. When 
herefore a young man, not drftingui(hed by vi- 
jfour of intelleft, comes intd the worfd full of fcru- 
^s and diffidence ; makes a bargain with many 
IR>vifional limitations ; hefitates in his anfwer to 
\ common queftion, left more (hould be intended 
ban he can immediately difcover ; has a long- 
■each in detedling the proje6ls of his acquaintance i- 
lonfiders every carefs as an aft of hypocrify, ami' 
eels neither gratitude nor • affeftion from the ten- 
lemefs of his friends, bectiufe he believes no one 
iohave any real tendemefsbut foriiimfelf ; what- 
ever expectations this early fa^acity may raife of 
lis future, eminence or riches| I can feldom for- 
. . ' bear 
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Aflr: 



\^tar to oopfidier Itbii IM « smtch iiidipabk:«f 
nerofity or benefolencet 99 a.>3|aiii pAf . 
beyofid :«lic Heed cSsoo^Boiifm pfpttttxiaiAii 

UpP9 ni0n of tkifr <4t(i Jnftuftinia Ih^- 
tioQ 419 gtsenOy jritaym pm^f bo^^ ' 
fider iu«ifi$ei«id dciMa «| pw^ 
they are. toiSki .^ ibe fiuM .tiBK by rdie.^a 
feduiceci «f:lb^0npHd» fr«i»ity«iid.wMreftft 
<^y look Hppii Aok^frbo-'^Qty^At: 

confidowi^: W QondsiiliMl iby.jliidr 
obfcurity, spd. iwaoWj toQ. fM cfHitjc4R|i^Uej 

flownefs of cootrivaiite. .:; 

Tbe«^4A hff bm;Ifli« fiUvfei vMkrlli^i 
tion of poKey ifi ||ijl]j^-4iigAftiQi% 
in pri?i>tc 9wn » tbcy^Iwrc been -q0i 
the effeds of gnsiV^q^liilHkiy «od aa ui 
by men jof the (sommpQ Ii^: Jfit I huk 
found Quipy perfonmt^^ iQtb^ <^ «1..or 
that requiftd fn^ jnyfirn^iB cfibrttof 
or might aot bftw bm tffeifted by fidfctaoRd-. 
impudencef imdbfliuX jtbe tiffiftfncc jof . «ny 
powers. Toi pfo^ vW i^ docs not 
to proflOjife y^ bo cfmoQC |Krforn» ;to 
9;nbiti(ui with-profp^ at profiMj^Qy.Md 
with hopof of rcjia} 1^ {bo^t'osj^^.widi u 
ances of fii^iD^Gon» fui4 app^ icnpi^ by 
diihmcnts :mi4 :b!i($l^citt ft<nd:f im «a 

J^cart. tS^^ftiMjMrifBlI.' * - .■ i;: :■'.::' 

TI^)i|aa£yf!9 ^ fg[ :ii|QM|j)pdJM(e»itUl 
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in himfelf no tendency to ufe them, 
ily believe that they are confidered by 
li lefs detellation ; he therefore fuffers 
flumber in falfe fecurity, and becomes a 
>fe who applaud their own fubtilty, be- 

know how to ileal upon his fleep, and . 
e fuccefs which they could never have 
[lad they not attempted a man better 
'elvesy who was hindered from obviating ' 
gems, not by folly, but by innocence, 
•n is, indeed, a temper fo uneafy and 
it it is very juftly appointed the conco- 
ruilt. It is faid, that no torture is equal 
bition of fleep long continued ; a pain, 
the (late of that man bears a very exa6k 
vho dares never give reft to his vigilance 
nfpe6Uon, but confiders himfelf as fur- 
y; fecret foes, and fears to entruft his 
r his friend, with the fecret that throbs 
ft, and the anxieties that break into his 

avoid, at this espence, thofe evils to 
nefs and friendfhip might have expofed 
cly to buy fafety at too dear a rate, and 
ruage of the Roman fatirift, to fave life 
dl for which a wife man would live.- 
in the diet of the German empire, ay 
s relates, the princes were once difplay- 
elicity, and each boafUng the advantages 
I dominions, one who pofreffed a country 
kable for the grandeur of its cities, or 
y of its foil, rofe to fpeak, and the reft 
etwfien pity and contempt, till he de- 
konour of his territorieS| that he could 
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travel through them without a guard, and if b^ 
was weary, fleep in fafety upon the lap of tbc M 
man whom he fhould meet ; a commeodatkl 
which would have l^en ill exchanged for the bo4 
of palaces, padures, or dreams. 

Sofpicion is not lefs an enemy to virtue thao ti 
happinefs : he that is already corrupt is natui 
fufpicipus, and he that becomes fufpicious 
quickly be corrupt. It is top common for us 
learn the frauds by which ourfelves have fuff( 
men who are once perfuaded that deceit will 
employed againit them, fometimes think the isM 
zfts juftified by the neceflity of defence. £va 
they whofe virtue is too well diablifhed to ^H 
way to example, or be (ha^en by fophiilry, moN 
yet feel their love of mankind diminiihed intk 
their efteem, and grow lefs zealous for the hap 
pinefs of tbqfe hj whona t jiey imagine^ their out 
happinefs endangered. 

Thus we find old age, iippn which fufpicioD Im 
been ilrongly impreifed by ^ong intercourfe yn4 
the wor}d, inflexible and fevere, not eafily fodeocl 
by fubmiffioa, melted by complaint, or fubdoel 
by fupplication. Frequent experience of counttf' 
felted miferies ^nd diffembled virtue, in time over* 
^omes that difpoQtion to tendernefs and fympathyi 
which is fo powerful in our younger years, aii 
they that happen to petition the old for qompat 
iion or allidance, are doomed to languifh without 
regard, and fufifer for the crimes of men who haft 
formerly been found undeferving or ungrateful. 
. Hillorians are certainly chargeable with the d^ 
prayation of mankind, wh^n they relate witbool 

ceafure 
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xifufc thofc ilratagcms of war by wIiiA the vir- 
iC8 of an enemy arc engagied to his deftruAion. 
u (hip comes before a port, weather-beaten and 
tattered, and the crew implore the liberty of re- 
airing their breaches, fupplying themfelves with 
cceflaries, or burying their dead. The humanity 
r the inhabitants inclines them to confent, the 
angers enter the towi> .with weapons concejaled, 
Jl Suddenly upon their behefad^ors, deftroy thofe 
nat make refiftancci and become mailers of the , 
lace ; they return home rich with plundery and 
lieir fuccefs is recorded to encourage imitation. 

But ' furely ' war has its laws, and ought to be . 
ondud^ed with fome regard to the univer^l inte- 
tSt of man. Thofe itiay juftly be puriiled as 
itemies to the community of nature, who fuffer 
loftility to vacate the unalterable laws of rights 
md purfue their pri^te ctdyantage by means which, 
fonce eftabhfhed, muft deftroy kindnefs, • cut off 
torn every man all hopes of afliftance from ano- 
her, and fill the world with perpetual fuipicioh 
ibd implacable malevolence. Whatever is thui 

Eined ought to be reftored, and thofc who have 
nquered by fueh treachery maybe juftly 'denied 
he protedlion of their native country. 

Whoever commits a fraud is guilty not only of 
he particular injury to him whom he deceives, 
rut of the diminution of that confidence which 
onliitutes not only the eafe but the exiftcnce of' 
bciety. He that fuffers by impofture' has too 
►ften his virtue more impaired than his fortune. 
But as it is neceflary not to invite robbery by 
'upinenefey fo it is our duty not to fupprefs tenr- 

deroefs 
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dernefs by fafptcion ; it is better to fuffer wtM 
than to do it, and happier to be fbmetimes chad 
than not to truft. 



Numb. 8o. Saturday, December 22 , 17501 

yide* ut alia fin nhpe eoM^dum 
Sora^e, neejamfufii/uant onus 

Behold yon mountain's hoaiy height. 
Made higher with new mounts of fnow ; 
. Again hehold the winter's weight 

Opprei« the lab*cing woods below. Drnfi 

AS providence has made the human ibiill 
a^vebeingi always impatient for novc 
and iiruggling for fomething yet unenjoyed 
unwearied progreiliony the world feems to 
been enunently adapted to this difpodtion of 
.znind ; it is formed to raife expedlations by 
ilant vicilfitudeSy and to obviate fatiety by 
tual change. , 

Wherever we turn our eyes, we find fomcthi>| 
to revive our curiofity and engage our atteni 
In the duik of the morning we watch the ridngi 
the fun, and fee the day diveriify the clouds, 
open new profpe6ls in its gradual advance, 
a few hours, we fee the fhades lengthen and 
light decline, till the iky is reiigned to a multit 

fif /hining orbs different from each other vn ^ 

liitui 
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^de and fplendour. The earth varies its appear- 
ice as we move upon it ; the woods offer their 
tadesy and the fields their harvefls ; the hill fiat- 
vn with an extenfive view, and the valley invites 
fith ihelter^ fragrance, and flowers. 
I . The poets have numbered among the felicities 
f the golden age> an exemption from the change 
f ieafonsy and a perpetuity of fpnng ; but I am 
ft, certain that in this ftate of imaginary happi- 
eis they have made fufEcient proviiion for that, 
^tiable , demand of new gratifications, which 
mas particularly to chara6terife the nature of 
tan. Our fenfe of delight is in a great raeafure 
funparative, and arifes at once from the fenfations 
^ich we feel, and* thofe which we remember : 
|!jiu8 eafe after torment is pkafure for a time, 
pd we are v^ agreeably recreated, when the 
pdy, chilled with the weather, is gradually re- 
covering its natural tepidity ; but the joy ceafes 
rhen we have forgot the cold, we muil fall below 
afe again, if we dedre to rife above it, and pur- 
bafe new feHcity by voluntary pain. It is there- 
^re not unLkely, that however the fancy may be 
iHmfed with the defcription of regions in which no 
rind is heard but the gentle zephyr, and no fcenes 
re difplayed but valUes enamelled with unfad- 
ag flowers^ and woods waving their perennial 
ierdure, we fhould foon grow weary of uniformi- 
ty, find our thoughts languifh for want of other 
bbjedts, call on heaven for our wonted round of 
eafons, and think ourfelves hberally recompenfed 
pr the inconveniencies of fummer and winter, by- 
Vol. II. O nevf 
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new percq>tioiis of tbe calmnds and nuUnebil 
the intermediate Yariations. 

Ereiy feafon has its particular power <^ Mof 
the mind, ^rhe nak^eis and afperitf of tie 
wintry world always fills the beholder with pc^ 
five and profound aftonifhment ; as the varietir 
the fcene is leiFened^ its grandeur is inaeafi 
and the mind is fwelled at once by the minj 
ideas of the prefent and the paft, of the beauti 
wliich have vanifhed from the eyes, and the 
and defolation that ire now before them. 

It is obfcrved by MiUon^ that he who nc] 
to vifit the country in fpring, and rejefts the 
fures that are then in their firft bloom and 
grance, is guilty ol fullennefs agamfl nature. 
We allot different duties to different feafdos, 
may be charged with eqnal difobcdience to 
voice of hature, who looks on the bleak hills 
leaflefs woods, without ferioufiicfs and awe. S 
is the feafon of gaiety, and winter of terror; 
fpring the heart of tranquflKty dances to die 
lody of • the groves, and the eye of benevoli 
fparkles at the fight of happmeft and plenty : i 
the winter, compaflion melts at uniterfal cal 
and the tear of foftnefs -ftarts at the Mrailings 
hunger, and the cries of the creation in dillrcis. j 

Few minds havie much inclination to ind 
heavinefs and forrovv, nor do I recommend t 
beyond the degree necefi^ry to rnaintaiw in its 
vigour that habitual fympathy and ttndcmi 
which in a world of fo much mifery, is necdla) 
to the ready difcharge of out moft importi^ 
duties. The winter therefore is generally <^ 



ated as tlie prapar feafon for domcftick mcrri- 
ent and gaiety. Wc are feldom invited by the 
ktaiies of pleafure to look abroad for any. other 
arpofe, than that we may (brink back with more 
itisfa^tion to our coverta, and when v^e have 
card the howl of the tempeft^ and felt the gripe 
r the frofty congratulate each other with more 
ladnefs upon a clofe room^ an eafy cbair» a large 
^€9 and a fmoking dinner. ' • 

-AViDter brings natural inducements to Jollity ^d 
mverfatioji* Differences, we know^ are never fo 
Fedlually laid afleep, as by fonie common cala* 
|ity : An enemy unites all to whom he threate|i» 
linger. The rigour of winter brings generally to 
K fame fire-iide tho(e who^ b»y the oppofition of 
^clinatipasy pf difference of employment, moved 
^ yarious diredbpns through the other parts of 
be year ; and when they have met» and 6nd it 
[fdr mutual inter^ft to remain together, they en-> 
ear each other by mutual compliances^ and ofteq 
d(h for the continuance of the'fpcial feafon, with 

i its bleaknefs and all its feverities. 

To the men of ftudy and imagmation the winter 
I generally the chief time of labour. Gloom and 
lence produce, comppfure of mind and concentra- 
fon of ideas ; and the privation of external plea« 
jj^e naturally caufes an effort to find entertain* 
laent within. Tl^is is the time in which thofe, 
^hom literature enables to find amufements for 
hemfelves, have more than common convi&ions of 
fheir own happinefs. When they are condemned 
iy the elements to retirement, and debarred from 
lioft of the diyerfipns which are called in to aflid 

O 2 th« 
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the flight of time, they can find new fubje6h of 
enquiry, and preferve themfclvcs fVom that wcari- 
nefs which hangs always flagging upon the vacant 
mind. 

It cannot indeed be expe6led of all to be poets 
and philofophers ; it is neceflary that the greater 
part of mankind fhould be employed in the minute' ' 
bufinefs of common life ; minute indeed, not if '; 
we confider its influence upon our happinefs, but , 
if we refpeft the abilities neceffary to conduA it* i 
Thefe muft neceflarily be more dependent on ac-" 
cident for the means of fpending agreeably thofe j 
hours which their occupations leave unengaged, or^ 
nature obliges them to allow to relaxation. Yet j 
even on thefe I would willingly imprefs fuch il 
fcnfe of the value of time, as may incline them tor 
find out for their carelcfs hours amufements of < 
more ufe and dignity than the common gamesi 
which not only weary the mind without improving 
it, but ftrengthen the paflions of envy and avaricci 
and often lead to fraud and to profufion, to cor- 
ruption and to ruin. It is unworthy of a reafofl- 
able being to fpend any of the little time alloted 
us, without fome tendency, either direA or oblique^ 
to the end of our exiftence. And though every 
moment cannot be laid out in the formal and re- 
gular improvement of our knowledge, or in Ac 
iiated practice of a moral or religious duty, yet 
none fhould be fo fpent as to exclude wifdom or 
virtue, or pafs without poffibihty of qualifying ui 
more or lets for the better employment of thofc 
ivliich are to come. 

It is fcarcely poflible to pafs an hour in honed 

Q,QiTc<itx&.tiotu 
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oaverfatioi^, without being able when we rife 
rom it, to pleafe ourfdves with having given or 
M:eived fome advantages ; but a man may (huffle 
ardsi or rattle dicei from noon to midnight, with« 
ittt tracing any new idea in his mind,, or being 
iUe to recolle^l the day by any other token than 
u« gain or lofs, and a confufed remembrance of 
gitated paflpna and clamorous altercations. 

However, as experience is of more weight than 
iKcept, any of my readers, who are contriving 
nxr to fpend the dreary months before them, n\ay 
ionQder which of their pail amufements fills them 
low with the greatefi fatisfadlion, and reiblye to 
Kpeat thofe gratificatious of which the pleafurc. 
f moft durable. 



Numb. 8i. Tuesday, December 2^, i7SO» 

» ■ 

Difcite yuflltiam pitmi H VltQ^ 

Hear, and be juit 

AMONG queilions which hav£ been difcufTed^ 
yrithout any approach to decifion, may be 
lumbered the. precedency or fuperipr excellence of 
«e virtue to another, which has long fumiihed a 
abje<^ of difpute to men whofe leii&ire fent them 
>mt into the it^tcUe^ual world in fearch of employ- 
ment, and who have, perhaps, be^n fometimea 
fithheld from the pra^ice of their favourite/i^ty, 

O3 ' by 
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by zeal for its advancement and diligence m its 
celebration. 

The intricacy of this difpute may be alledgedtf ; 
a proof of that tendemefs for mankind which i 
providence has, I think, univerfally difplayed, by I 
making attainments eafy in proportioa as they are 
neceflary. That all the duties of morality ought , 
to be pradlifedy is without difficulty difcoverablci' 
becaufe ignorance or uncertainty would immedi-- 
atcly involve the world in confufion and diftreis f 
but which duty ought to be moft efteemed m ] 
may continue to debate, without inconvenience^ 
fo all be diligently performed as there is oppoTi 
tunity or need: for upon praAice, not upda 
opinion, depends the happinefs of mankind ; zxAi 
controverfies merely fpeculative are of fmall im-' 
portance in themfclves, however they may have 
fometimes heated a difputant, or provoked a^ 
faclion. I 

Of the divine author of our religion it is im- ^ 
pofTible to perufe the evengelical hiftories, without , 
obferving how little he favoured the vanity of' 
inquifitivencfs ; how much more rarely he con- 
dt'fcended to fatisfy curiofity, than to relieve dif- 
trefs ; and how much he delired that his follow- 
ers fhould rather excel in goodnefs than in know- 
ledge. His precepts tend immediately to the 
re6lification of the moral principles, and the direc- 
tion of daily conduft, without oftentation, without 
art, at once irrefragable and plain, fuch as wcD- 
meaning fimphcity may readily conceive, and of 
which we cannot miftake the meaniLg, but whcB 
y^c are afraid to find it. 

The 
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The meafure of jaftice prefcribed to us, in our 
mfa^^iions with others, is remarkably clear and 
mprehcnfive : Whatfoever ye would that menjhould 

unto yoUf evenfo do unto them, A law by which 
cry claim of right may be immediately adjufted^ 

far as the private confcience requires to be in- 
rmed ; a few, of which every man may find the 
pofition in his own breaft, and which may always 

obferved without any other qualifications than 
fnefty of intention and purity of will. 
.Over this law, indeed, fome fons <^ fophiftry 
ve been fubtle enough to throw mifts, which 
,ve darkened their own eyes. To perplex this 
iiverfal principle, they have enquired whether a 
In, cottfcious to himfelf of unreafonable wifhes^ 
! bound to gratify them in another. But furely 
Icre needed no long deliberation to conclude, that 
ie defires, which are to be confidercd by us as 
€ meafure of right, muft be fuch as we approve, 
d that we ought to pay no regard to thofe ex*- 
i6^ations in others which we condemn in our-' 
[ves, and which, however they may intrude upon 
ir imagination, we know it our duty to refilt 
id fupprefs. 

One of the moft celebrated cafes which have 
en produced as requiring fome fkill in the direc- 
>n of confcience to adapt them to this great rule, 

that of a criminal afking mercy of his judge, 
tio cannot but know, that if he was in the ftate 

the fupplicant, he (hould defire that pardon 
hich he now denies. The difficulty of this fo-. 
lifm will vanifh, if we remember that the parties^ 
e^ in reality, on one fide the criminal, and. on 

/ tlie 
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the Other the oomniaiiity-, of which the 
u oolf the minifter, and by which he is in 
with the publick (afety. The iiiagiftxate, 
fore, in pardoning a man unworthy of pardon, 
tfays the truft with which he is invefted, 
away what is not his own, and^ apparendy 
to others what he would not that others (hoold 
to him. Even the community, whole right 
dill greater td arbitrary grants of inercy, is 
by thole kws which regard the great repul 
of mankin^ and cannot juftify fuch forb 
as may promote wickednefs, and leflen the ge 
confidence and fecurity in which all have an 
intereft, and which all are therefore bound to 
tain. For this reafon the flate has not a ri]^ 
ered. a general fan£kuary for fagitives, or 
prote6lion to fuch as have forfeited their lives 
crime, againil the laws of common morality 
^knowledged by all nations, becaufe no 
can, without infradiion of the univerial league 
bcidl beings, incite, by profpedls of impunity 
fafety, thofe pra^ices in another dominion, wi 
they would themfelves punifh in their own. 

One occafion of uncertainty and heiitation 
^ofe by whom Uiis great rule has been commeai 
and dilated, is the confufion of what the ex; 
cafuifls are careful tq didinguifh, Jehis of juj 
and ddfts of charity. The immediate and pri 
intention of this precept^ is to eftablifh a rule 
jufldce ; and I know not whether invention, or ^ 
phidry, can ilart a (ingle difficulty to retard its sf^ 
plication, when it is thus exprefled^and explained, ll 
tfwry man dkw thfi clajm of rigb^ i^ anpther^ wkich k 

' ' JboJi 
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W/ thmi htmfelf, enfitkd to make in the like cir-' 
nflancef. 

The difcharge^of the debts of charity^ or duties 
ipch we owe to others, not merely as required by 
(Bcbi but as di£Uted by beneToIence, admits in 
rbwn nature greater complication of circumftan- 
s and greater latitude of choice. Juftice is in- 
^Jenfably and univerfally necelfery, and what is 
ceflary muft always b^ limited, uniform, and 
Knft. But beneficence, though in general 
pally enjoined by onr religion, and equally need- 
f to the conciliation of the divine favour, is yet, 
|r the mod part, with regard to its ftngle ads, 
^ve and voluntary. We may certainly, with- 
^ injury to our fellow-beings, allow in the diftri- 

Eion of kindnefs foifiething to our affed^ions, and 
nge the meafure of our liberality according to 
^ opinions and profpe6^8, our hopes and fears. 
Ws rule therefore is not equally determinate and 
ifolute with refpe6l to offices of kindnefs^ and 
Eb of liberality, becaufe liberality and kindnefs^ 
ifolutely determined, would lofe their nature ; 
r how* could we be called tender or charitable, 
fr giving that which we are pofitively forbidden 
I withhold? 

Yet even in adjufting the extent of our bene- 
:ence no other meafure can be taken than this 
recept affords us, for we can only know what 
Jiers fuffer or want, by confidering how we 
lould be a£Fe6^ed in the fame Hate ; nor can we 
roportion our affiftance by any other rule than 
at of doing what we fhould then expe^ from 
ther8« It indeed generally happens that the 'giver . 

and 
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and receiver differ in their opinions of genenftd 
the fame partiality to his own intereft inclines (A 
to large exped^atioas, and the other to fparing dit 
tributions. Perhaps the infirmity of human la 
lure will fcarcely fuSer a man groaning under tk 
prefTure of diilrefs^ to judge rightly of the hA 
nefs of his friends^ or think they have done eno 
till his deliverance is completed; not the 
what we might wifh, but what we could d< 
^om others, we are obliged to grant, 
though we can eafily know how much we 
claim, it is impoliible to determiae what 
(hould hope. 

But in all enquiries concerning the pradice 
voluntary and occafional viitues, it is fafeft 
minds not opprefied with fuperfUtious fears la 
t ermine i^gainft their own inclinations, an^ 
themfehres from deficiency, by doing more 
they believe ftri6Uy neceilary. For of this 
man may be certain, that, if he were to exi 
conditions with his dependent, he fhould ex; 
more than, with the utmoft exertion of his a 
he now will prevail upon himfelf to perform ; 
when reafon has no fettled rule, and our p 
are driving to miflead us, it is furely t}ie part 
yriSe man tp err on the fide of fafety. 
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KuHB. 82. Saturday, JD^r^m^^ 29, 1750. 

Ommim Caftor emit,j!cjict ut omnia vendat, Mart» 

Who buys without difcretion, buys to fcIL 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

IT will not be necefTaiy to folicit your good- will 
by any formal preface, when I have informed 
(00, that I have long been known as the mofl la« 
brioua and zealous virtuofo that the prefent age has 
kd the honour of producing, and that incon- 
Kniencies have been brought upon me by an unex. 
taguifliable ardour of curiofity, and an unfhakcn 
pofeverance ia the acquifition of the produdlions 
sTart and nature. 

It was obferved, from my entrance into the 
■Olid, that I had fomething uncommon in my dif- 
^tion, and that there appeared in me ^try early 
tokens of fupcrior genius. I was always an enemy 
lo trifles ; the playthings which my mother be- 
kwed upon me I immediately broke, that I might 
K&rover the method of their ftruclure and the caufes 
>f their motions ; of all the toys with which 
liildren are delighted I valued only my coral, and 
IS Ibon as I could fpeak, all^d, like Pierefc^ in- 
tumerable queftions which the maids about me 
©uld not refolve. As I grew older I vi'as more 
hoagbtful and ferious, and inftead of amufmg my- 
df with puerile diverfions> made collections of na- 
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tural rarities, and never walked into the fieUi 
without bringing home Hones of remarkable forn% 
or infedls of fome uncommon fpecies. I neitf 
entered an old houfe, from which I did not tak 
away the painted glafs, and often lamented tlrit 
I was not one of that happy generation, who den» 
lifhed the convents and monafteries, and broke wit 
dows by law. 

Being thus early poffeffed by a tafte forfoB 
knowledge, I pafTed my youth with very little dl 
turbance from palEons and appetites, and hivf 
DO pleafure in the company of boys and girls, 
talked of plays, politicks, faihions, or love, I 
ried on my enquiries with incefiant diligence, 
had amaffed more ftones, moffes, and (hdls, 
are to be found in many celebrated cplledionsi 
an age in which the greateil part of young men 
ftudyin^ under tutors ; or endeavouring to 
mend themfelves to notice by their drefs, their 
and their lerities. 

When I was two and twenty years old, I 
came, by the death of my father, pofTeffed of afi 
ellate in land, with a very large fum of money 
the publick funds, and muft confefs that I did 
much lament him, for he was a man of mean 
bent rather upon growing rich than wife. He 
fretted at the expence of only ten (hillings, whi 
he happened to overhear me o£Pering for the " 
of a hornet, though it was a cold moift fu 
in which very few hornets had been feen. 
often recommended to me the ftudy of phyfick,! 
which, laid he, you may at once fatisfy y 
diriofity lifter natural hiftory, and increafe 

fortu* 
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Mtuoe by ben^ting mankind. I heard hhti, Mr* 
tambler, with pity, and as there was no profpedt 
f elevating a inind formed to grovel, fufFered him 
p pleafe himfelf with hoping that I fliould fome 
ime follow his advice. For you know that there 
le men 9 vrith whom, when they have once fettled 

notion in their heads, it is to very httle purpofe 
D difpute. 

: . Being now left wholly to my own inclinations, I 
cry foon enlarged the bounds of my curiofity, and 
ontented myfelf no longer with fuch rarities as re- 
[oired only judgment and induftry, and when once 
isund, might be had for nothing. I now turned 
kf thoughts to Eisoticks and Anttquesf and became 
il well known for my generous patronage of ingeni- 
CIS men, that my levee vras crowded with vifitants, 
llBie to fee my mufeam, and others to increafe its 
vtafures, by fcUing me whatever they had brought 
roni other countries* 

I had always a contempt for the narrownf fs of 
kmception, which contents itfelf with cultivating 
bme fingle comer of the field of fcience ; I took 
be whole region into my view, and wifhed it of yet 
|reater extent. But no man's power can be equal 
o his will. I was forced to proceed by flow 
Icgrees, and to purchafe what chance or kindnefs 
appened to prefent. I did not however proceed 
ifitbout fome dcfign, or imitate the indifcretion of 
hofe, who begin a thoufand colle6Uons, and finiih 
^one. Having be(n always a lover of geography, 
; determined to colle6l the maps drawn in the rude 
iod barbarous times, before any regular fiirveys or 
Lift obfervations ; and have, at a great expence^ 

Vol. II. P brought 
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Vrougiit together a volume, in which, peitapi, 
a fingle country is hud down aocordkig to its tm 
fituation, and by which, he that defires to kooi 
the errors of the ancient geogxaphets may be w^ 
informed. 

But my ruling paffion is patriotifm $ my 
care has been to procure the.produdks of our 
country 5 and as Alfred received the tribute of 
Welch in wolves heads, I allowed my tenantt 
pay their rents in buttorflies, till I had exhaull 
the papilionaceous tribe. I. then direded them 
the purfuit of other animals, and obtained, by 
eafy method, moft of the grubs and infeds, wl 
land, air, or water, can fupply. I have 
fpecies of earthworms not known to the oat 
have difcovered a new ephemera, and can 
four wafps that were taken torpid in their wi 
quarters. I have, from my own ground, 
longed blade of grafs upon record, and once 1^ 
eepted, as a half year's rent for afield of wheat, fl 
ear containing more grains tbaa had been fcen to 
fore upon a (ingle (iem. 

One of my tenants fo much negleded his cm 
intereil, as to fupply me, in sT whole fummer, ini{ 
only two horfe-flies, and thofe of little more tM 
the common tize ; and I was upon the brink i 
feizing for arrears, when his good fortune threvii 
white mole, in his way, for which he was not oalf 
forgiven, but rewarded. 

Thefe, however, were petty acquifitions, vi^ 
made at a fmall expence ; nor (hould I have vemsff^ 
to rank myfelf among the virtuofi without bettff 
claims. I have fuffiered ootbing worthjr theregai^ 
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ef a Wife man to efcape my notice : I have ran- 

iacked the old and the new world, and been 

equally attentive to paft ages and the prefent. For 

tke illuftration of ancient hidory, I can (hew a 

marblcy of which the infcription, though ic is not 

now legible appears from fome broken remains of 

tJie letters^ to have been Tufcan, and therefore 

inibably engraved before the foundation of Rome. 

I have two pieces of porphyry found among the 

ndos of Ephefusy and three letters broken off by a 

karoed traveller from the monuments of Perfe- 

poliB ; a piece of ftone which paved the Areopagus 

of Athens, and a plate without figures or charac- 

[^fen,- which was found at Corinth, and which I 

! tberefbre believe to be that metal which was once 

> wlued before gold. I have fand gathered out of 

tile Granicus ; a fragment of Trajan's bridge over 

! the Danube : ibme of the mortar which cemented 

I thewatercourfe of Tarquin ; a horfefhoe broken on 

I tho Flaminian way ; and a turf with Rve daifies 

[ dng from the field of Pharfalia. 

I do not wifh to raife the envy of unfucccfsful 

, CDUe£lors, by too pompous a difplay of my fcieu- 

' tifick wealth, but cannot forbear to obferve, that 

L there are few regions of the globe which are not 

honoured with fome memorial in my cabinets. 

The Perfian monarchsare faid to have boafted the 

grcatnefs of their empire, by being fcrved at their 

tables with drink from the Ganges and the Danube. 

I can fhew one vial, of which the water was foi--> 

IKily an icicle on the crag^ of Caucafus, and ano- 

Aer that contains what once was (now otv \\\^l Vv>^ 

fif Atlas; in a third is dew bvu{hed£xom ^\i-^xv^\vc.. 

P Z ^^ 



tft TUB RAMSLtlt; 

in the gardens of Ifpahan ; zndf id another, bii 
that has rolled in the Pacifick ocean. I flatter mf 
felf that I am writing to a man who vrill rgoioc 
the honour which my labours have procured to 
country ; and therefore I (hall tell you that 
can, by my care, boaft of a fnail that has en' 
u^n the wall of China ; a humming bird 
an American princefs wore in her ear ; the 
of an elephant who carried the queen of Siam ; 
flcin of an ape that was kept in the palace of 
great Mogul ; a ribbon that adorned one of 
maids of a Turkifh fultana ; and a fcymitar 
wielded by a foldier of Abas the great. 

In colle^Ung antiquities of every countryi 
have been careful to chufe only by intrinfick 
and real ufefulnefs, without regard to party 
opinions. I have therefore a lock of Crom 
hair in a box turned from a piece of the royal 
and keep in the fame drawers, land fcraped 
the coffin of king Richard, and a conunifibn fig* 
ed by Henry the feventh. I have equal vencntki 
for the ruff of Elizabeth and the ihoe of Mary ■ 
Scotland ; and ihould lofe, with like regret, a t» 
bacco-pipe of Raleigh, an^ a ftirrup of king Jantt 
I have paid the fame price for a glove oi Lcvik 
and a thimble of .queen Mary ; for a fur c^ * 
the Czar, and a boot of Charles of Sweden. 

You will eafily imagine that thefe accufflui^ 
tions were not made without fome diminutioa i 
my fortune, for I was fo well known to fpare dp 
coft, that at every falefomebidagaindmeforhii^ 
fome for fport, and fome for malice s and if ^ 

alkci 
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ked the price of any thing it was fufficient to 
lublc the denjuid. ForcurioTity, trafficUngthiu 
hh avarice, the wealth of India had aol been 
wugh ; and I, by little and Uttle, transferred all 
ly money from the funds to my clofei ; here I 
nu inclined to flop, and live upon my edate in 
terary leifure, but the (ale of the Harleian collec- 
bn Ihook my refolution ; I mortgaged my land 
od purchafed thirty medaU, which 1 could never 
Id before, I have at length bought till 1 can 
kj no longer, and the cruelty of my creditors has 
^ced my repofitory ; I am therefore condemned 
) difperie what the labour of an age will not re- 
Icmble. I fubmit to that which cannot be op- 
bfcd, and {hall, in a Ihort time, declare a fale. I 

Ee, while it ig yet in my power, feot you a 
ble, picked up by Tavernier on the banks of 
|te Ganges } for which I defire no other recom- 
Ince than that yon will recommend roy catalogue 
the publick. 

QWISQOILIUS. 

P,3 Numb. 83. 
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Numb. 83. Tuesday, yoMtuuy i, 1751. 

I^Ji MtUe efi quodfawufiuUa ejighria. Pba» 

Allufelefsfcience is an empty boaUb* 

THE publication of tbe letter ia my lad paps 
has naturally led me to the confideratioD i 
that thirft after curiofities, which often draws Q» 
tempt and ridicule upon itfelf, but which is pff 
haps no otherwife blameable, than as it waiii 
thofe circumilantial recommendations which all 
luftre even to moral excellencies^ and are abift 
lately necefTary to the grace and beauty of indiiif 
cut adlions. 

Learning confers fo much fuperiority on tlJ 
who pofTefs it, that they might probably hn 
efcaped all ccnfure had they been able to agnl 
among themfelves ; but as envy and competitk^ 
have divided the republick of letters into fadion^ 
they have negledled the common intereft ; ead 
has called' in foreign aid, and endeavoured tt 
ftrengthen his own caufe by the frown ofpowflji 
the hifs of ignorance, and the clamour of popufc 
rity. They have «li ctlg^ged 'in feuds, tiD ^ 
mutual hoftilities they demolifhed thofe outworfa 
which veneration had raifed for their fecurity,aw 
expofed themfelves to barbarians, by whom erflj 
region of fcience is equally laid wafte. 

Between men of different ftudies and proftiSoJH 
may be obfcrved a conftant reciprccatjpn of rfr 
proachcs. The collector of fliclls and fiones, <!«• 

ri(io 
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des the folly of him who paftes leaves and flowers 
pon paper, pleafes himfelf with colours that are 
nreptibly Biding, and amaifes with care what 
innot be preferved. The hunter of infedls ftands 
mazed that any man can wafte his (hort time upon 
fdefs matter, while many tribes of animals yet 
rant their hiftory. Every one is inclined not only 
> promote his own ftudy, but to exclude all others 
iom regard, and having heated his imagination 
9th fome favourite purfuit, wonders that the reft 
f mankind are not feized with the fame paiHon. 
There are, indeed,, many fubjeds of ftudy which 
iem but remotely allied to ufeful knowledge, and 
f little importance to happinefs or virtue ; nor is 
ieafy to forbear fome {allies of merriment, or ex- 
ffiefiions of pity, when we fee a man wrinkled with 
Intention « and emaciated with folicitude, in the 
jnreftigation of queftions, of which, without vifible 
IKonveniencey the world may expire in ignorance. 
tet it is dangerous to difcourage well-intended 
iboura or innocent curiofity ; for he who is em* 
rioyed in fearches, which by any dedudlion of 
^nfequences tend to the benefit of life, is furely 
budablcy in comparifon of thofe who fpend their 
bie in counteradiing happinefs, and filling the 
rorld with wrong and danger, confufion and re« 
porfe. No man can perform fo little as not to 
lave reafon to congratulate himfelf on his merits, 
vhen he beholds the multitudes that live in total 
dleneis, and have never yet endeavoured to be 
ifefuL 

. It is impoflible to determine the limits of en- 
pjiry, or to forefee what confecjuenccs a new dif. 

covcry 
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cofterj may prodoce. He wlio fvStn not 
hcatda to lie toqnd, bas a chance, wbatcfer 
bis employment, of doiag good to his fcDow 
tmres. The man that firft ranged the woodi 
fesLrch of medicinal fprings, or chmbed the 
tains for falntary plants, has undoubtedly 
the gratitude of pofterity, how much foerer his 
quent mifcarriages mi^t ezdte the fcorn of 
cotemporaries. If what appears little be univi 
ly defpifed, nothing greater can be attained 
all that is great was at firft little, and rofe to 
prefent bulk by gradual acce£Bons and accum 
ed labours. 

Thofe who lay out time or money in aflenii 
matter for contemplation, are doubtlefs entitled 
fome degree of refpe^, though in a flight of 
it be eafy to ridicule their treafure^ or in a 
of fuUennefs to defpife it. A man who thinks 
on the particular objefl before him, goes not a 
much illuminated by having enjoyed the pri 
of handing the tooth of a fhark^ or the paw 
white-bear ; yet there is nothing more worthy 
admiration to a philofophical eye than the ft 
ture of animals, by which they are qualified 
fupport life in the elements or climates to whi 
they are appropriated ; and of all natural 
it muft be generally confefTcd, that they exhi 
evidences of infinite wifdom, bear their teftimonf 
to the fuprcme reafon, and excite in the mind bc« 
raptures of gratitude and new incentives to piety. 
To colleft the produftions of art, and cxamplrt 
of mechanical fcience or manual^ ability, is unqod* 

tionably ufeful> even when the things themfdves a« 

•• • of 
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f'Cnidl iiiipottance> becaufe it is always advan« 
f^us to know how far the human powers have 
ioceeded> and how much experience has found to 
9 within the reach of diligence. Idldnefe and 
ittkiity often defpair without being overcome, 
nd forbear attempts for fear of being defeated ; 
Bd w& may promote the invigoration of faint en- 
CBvours, by {hewing what has been already per- 
Kined* It may fometimes happen, that the 
treateil efforts of ingenuity have been exerted in 
^es ; yet the fame priiicii^es and expedients 
■y be applied to more valuable pufpofes, and the 
lovements, which put into action machines of no 
fe but to raife the wonder of ignorancct may be 
Ibployed to drain fens, or mani&^lure metals, to 
fift the architect, or preferve the failor. 
« For the utenfils, arms, or drefles of foreign na** 
ions, which make the greateft part of many coU 
ttUons, 1 have little regard when they are valued 
»nly becaufe they are foreign, and can fuegeil no 
Improvement of our own pra6iice. Yet they are 
Dt all equally ufelefs, nor can it be always fafdy 
Idtermined, which (hould be rejeAed or retained : 
k they may fometimes unexpectedly contribute to 
lie illuilration of hiftory, and to the knowledge of 
he natural commodities of the country, or of the 
[eniusand cuftoms of its inhabitants. 

Rarities there are of yet a lower rank, which 
we their worth merely to acdident, and which can 
onvey no information, nor fatisfy any rational 
iefire. 

Such are many fragments of antiquity, as urns 
nd pieces of pavement ; and things held in vene- 
ration 
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latioii tot bavipg .been once the |HD pei t y of 
eminent peifon» as the anxwin* of Kidg 
or for having been u£cd on fome remarkaUe 
eafion^ a9 the lantern of Guy Faux. The lofc 
prefervation of thefe fcems to be a thing indiffi 
nor can I perceive why tjie pofiefiion of 
(hould be coveted. Yet, jierhaps, even, this 
fity is imj^lanted by! nature j and when I 
Tully confefling of hmAdi^ that he coald not 
bear at Athens to vi&t the walks and houfes 
the old philofophers bad frequented or in 
and recoUedl the revcfence which every 
eivll and barbarous^ has paid to the ground wJ 
merit has been buried» I am afraid to diedare 
the general voice of mankind^ and ant incHocd 
believet that this regards which we involun 
pay to the meaneft rdiqne of a man great and 
triousy is intended as an incitionent to labour, 
an encouragement to expefi the fame reward* 
it be ibught by the fame virtues. 

l^he virtuolb therefore cannot be Dud to 
irholly uMefe \ but perhaps he may be ia 
culpable for confining himfelf to bafincfs bdov 
gtmu9, and lofinr in petty fpeculations, 
boun by «bicb> if be fand ^pcst them in 
A«M}k^ he might have given new i^t to the 
tdVe^ual >icotra« It is never withDot gri ~ 
lind a man capable of ntioditfbon or iavoidoa 
Kl^int Hinradt in dws iecondary daft of lean' 
R^r w^Kti be ban once dtfeoffcred a Method of 
htVir.j^ Ki$ dedre of cminrtirr by e xp ca n n 
tham bx labour, and knova the Precis of a 
HeA at once vmh the ca£p of n&aK& and the 
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itation of knowledge^ he will not eafily be 
t>ught to undergo again the toil of thinking, or 
ave his toys and trinkets for arguments and prin- 
pies, arguments which require circumfpeClion 
id vigilance) and principles which cannot be ob- 
lined but by the drudgery of meditation. He 
ill gladly (hut himfelf up for ever with his (hells 
nd medalsy like the companions of Ulyflcs, who 
tring tafted the fruit of Lotos, would not even 
If the hope of feeing their own country be tempt- 
d igain to the dangers of the fea. 



■Whofo taftes 



Infatiate riots in the fweet repafls ; 

Nor other home nor other care intends. 

But quits his houfe, his country, and his friends. 

Pope, 

Colle£iions of this kind are of ufe to the learned, 
llheaps of Hones and piles of timber are neceiTary 

tthc architedl. But to dig the quarry or to fcarcli 
t iieldy requires not much of any quality, beyond 
hbborn perfcverance ; and though genius mufl 
often lie unadkive without this humble afllflance, 
fet this can claim little praife^ becaufc every man 
OB afford It. 

To mean underftandings; it is fufficient honour 
to be numbered amongd the lowed labourers of 
bmung ; but different abilities mult fmd different 
lAt. To hew fkanCf would havebeetv \^tv^^•o\^^cq 
iJ^gUMdio ; and to have ranibkd wv k-axeV o^ 



l8o ^TRB &11IBLBE* 

(hells and flowers, had but ill fuited with thfl 
city of Newton. 



Numb. 84. Saturday, January 5, 17 

Cunarum fuereu mtUrs Cbaridemi, mearum, 
Et pueri cufios^ ajjtduufque tomes* 

Jam mihi nigrefctuU twfafudaria harho i ■ 

Sed tibi mm crevi : U m^er villicu* horret : 
TV difpenjatort U dcmut ipja pavet, 

Corriphy o6/ervas, fuereru,/ujj[>iria duchy 
Et ffix afvrulu abjiinet ira manum. 

You rock*d my cradle, were my guide 

In youth, ilill tending at my fide : 

But now, dear fir, my beard is grown. 

Still I'm a child to thee alone. 

Our ftewart, butler, cook and all 

You fright, nay e*en the very wall ; 

You pry, and frown, and growl, and chide. 

And fcarce will lay the rod afide. F. 



To ihe RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

YOU fcem in all your papers to be an 
to tyranny, and to look with imps 
upon the world ; I ihall therefore lay my c 
fore you, and hope by your deciiion to be : 
from unreafonable reftxainl^, ^xid cxi^bUd 
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iff inyiclf agmnft the accufations which fpke and 
cevtfhnrefs produce againft me. 

At the age of iv« yean I loft my mother, and 
Ry fether not being qualified te fuperintend the edu- 
»tbn afz girl, committed me to the care of his 
bier, who intruded me with the authority, and 
lot to deny her what (he may juftly claim, with 
heaffe6Uon of a parent. She had not very elevnt- 
id fedtiiients or extenfive views, but her principles 
irere good» and her intentions pure ; and though 
bme may pra^ife more virtues, fcaitie any commit 
ewer faults. 

Under this go6d lady I learned all the common 
nitet of decent behaviour, and ftanding maxims of 
lomeftick prudence ; and might have grown up 
)y degrees to a country gentlewoman, without 
liy thoughts of ranging beyond the- neighbour- 
hood, had not Flavja come down, lad fummer, to 
nfit her relations in the next village. I wa!s 
taken, of courfe, to compfiment the ftranger, and 
mu, at the firft fight, furjpnfed at the unconcern 
Irtth which (he few herfelf gazed at by company 
Mx>m (he had never known before ; at the carelefs- 
Befs with which (he received compliments, and the 
tadinefs with which (he returned them. I found 
Ihe bad femething which I perceived myf^Tf tb 
^ant, and could not but wHh to be like Her, at 
>nce eafy and olficioiis, attentive and unembarraf- 
fed. I went home, and for four days could think 
Imdtalk of nothing but Mifs Flavla ; though my 
tant told me, that (he was a forward Hirt, and 
thought he|;^eif wife before her time. 

In a little time (he repaid my vifit, and raifed in 

Voi^ II. Q>_ my 
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my heart a new confufion of lore and admiratiat 
I foon law her again, and ftOI found new cliana 
in her air, converiation, and behaviour. Yoa vk 
have perhaps feen the world, may have obfcnci 
that formality foon ceafes between young pertttt 
I know not how others are affedled on &ck 
occafions, but I found myfelf irrefiftibly aHtf 
ed to friendihip and intimacy, by the £iimihar coft 
plaifance and airy gaiety of Fkvia ; fo that in I 
Kw weeks I became her favourite, and all the \M 
was paffed with mc, that (he could gain from ce* 
remony and vifit. 

As ihe came often to me, (he neceffanly f] 
feme hours with my aunt, to whom fhe. paid 
.refpedk, by low courtefies, fubmiifive compli; 
and foft acquiefcence ; but as I became grad 
more accuftomed to her manners, I difcovered 
her civility was general ; that there was z o 
degree of deference (hewn by her to circumfbi 
and appearances; that many went away fiatt 
by her humility, whom (he defpifed in her heart 
that the influence of far the great eft part of thi 
with whom (he converfcd ceafed with their pi» 
fence ; and that fometimes (he did not remem 
the names of them, whom, without any intentii 
infincerity or falfe commendation, her habitual 
lity had fent away with very high thoughts of thd 
own importance. 

It was not long before I perceived, that «f 
aunt's opinion was not of much weight in Flaria'^ 
deliberations, and that (he was looked upon byb^ 
as a woman of narrow fentiments, without kno** 

kdge 



igQ ' of books, or obfervations on mankind* I 
id hitherto confidered my aunt, as entitled by her 
kfdom and experience to the higheft reverence, 
id could not forbear to ' wonder that any one fo 
ittch younger fhould venture to liifpeft her of er- 
>r or ignorance ; but my furprife was without un-_ 
ifinefs, and being now accultomed to think Flayia 
ways in the right, I readily learned from her to^ 
uft my own reatibn, and to believe it poilible, that 
^ who had lived longer might be miftaken. 
: Flavia had read much^ and ufed fo often to con« 
irfe on fubjeds of learnings that fhe put all the 
len in the country to flight, except the old parfon, 
iho declared himfel^much delighted witb her com- 
iny, becaufe (he ga^ him opportunities to re-' 
^e^ the iludies of hid younger years, and by 
pne mention of ancient dory, had made him rub 
le duft off his^ Homer, which had lain unregard* 
tin his clofet. With Homer, and a thoufand 
^r names familiar to Flavia^ I had no aequain- 
mce, but began by comparing her accomplifh-* 
ients ..with my own, to repine at nvy education,* 
fid wiih that I had not been fo long coniine4 to 
^ company of thofe from whom nothing but 
Dufewifery was to be learned. I then fet myfelf 
I perufe fuch books as Flavia recommended, and 
eard her opinion of their beauties and defers. 
Saw new worlds hourly burfting upon my miod, 
dd was enraptured at the profpcdl of diyerfifyin^ 
£e with endlefs entertainment. 
The old lady ^finding that a large icreen, which ' 
bad undertaken to adorn with turkey-work - 

Q.J againU * 
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againft winter, made verjr flow advaaccfl, awl thiC 
I had added in two months but three leaves to t i 
flowered apron then in the frame,, took the aknti 
and with all the zeal of honefl folly exclaimeff 
again (I my new acquaintance, who had filled mc 
with idle notions, and turned my bead with books* 
But fhe had now loft her authority, lor I begtft 
to find innumerable miHakes in her opinions, aaA 
improprieties in her language ; and therefoiC 
thought myfelf no longer bound to pay much w. 
gard to one who knew little beyond her needle 
and her dairy, and who profeffed to think tkrti 
nothing nvore is required of a woman than to &• 
that the houfe is clean, and that the xnaidf go fiv 
bed and rife at a certain hour. 

She feemed however to look upon Flavia as fa 
ducing me, and to imagine, that when her iafti* 
ence was withdrawn, I fbould return to my allegi- 
ance ; fhe therefore contented herfclf with remote 
hints and gentle admonitions, intermixed with (agd 
hiRories of the mifcarriagea of wit, and difisippoifit* 
meats of pride. But fmce fhe has found, thai 
thoiigli Flavia is departed, I flill perfift in my ne* 
fcheme, fhe has at length loft her patience ; flM 
fnatches my book out of my hand, tears my paptf 
if fhe finds me writing, burns Flavia's letters he- 
fore my face when fhe can feize them, and threatens 
to lock me up, and to complain to my father 01 
my pcrverfenefs. If won>en fhe fays, wouM but 
know their duty and their intercft, they would be 
careful to acquaint thcmfelves with family affutSi 
and many a penny might be favcd ; for while th* 
miflrefs of the houfe is fcribbling and reading, fcr- 

vaotl 
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tnts are junketing, and linen is wearing out. 
he then takes me round the rooms, (hewd me the 
orkcd hangings, and chairs of tentditch, and afks 
whether all this was done with a pen and a book. 
. I cannot deny that I fometimes laugh aud fome* 
Imes am fullen ; but ihe has not delicacy enough to 
e much nvDved either with.my mirth or my gloom, 
• (he did not think the intereft of the family en- 
angered by this change of my manners. She had 
«■ Tome years marked out young Mr. Surly, ail 
cir in the neighbourhood, remarkable for his love 
f fighting cocks, as an advantageous match ; and 
ras extremely pleafed with the civilities whieh he 
led to pay me, till under Flavians tuition I leam- 
d to talk of fubjefts which he could not under* 
tand. This, fhe fiys, is the confequence of female 
kudy ; giiis grow too wife to be advifed, and too 
bbborn to be commanded ; but fhe is refolved to 
ee who (hall govern, and will thwart my humour 
ill {he breaks my fpirit. 

Thefe menaces, Mr. Rambler, fometimes make 
Be quite angry ; for I have been (ixteen thefe tea 
Ireeks, and think myfelf exempted from the 3omi- 
fibn of a governefs, who has no pretenfions to 
Rore fenfe or knowledge than myfeff.^ I am re* 
blved, iince I am as tall and as wife as other wo« 
nen, to be no longer treated like a girl. Mifa 
Flavia has often told me, that ladies of my age' go 
o aifemblies and routes, without their mothers 
ind their aunts ; I (hall therefore, from this time, 
eave aiking advice, and refufe to give accounts. 
[ wiHi you would ilate the time at which young 
ediet may judge for themfelves, which I am fure 

Qj^ you 
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you camjot but think oueht 16 begin before ux* 
teen ; if you are inclined to delay it longer, \ 
fliall have very little regard to your opinion. 

My aunt often tells me of the advantages of d^l 
pcrience» and of the deference due to lemonty » 
and both {he, and all the antiquated part of th< 
worldy talk of the unrefetved obedience whkh 
they paid to the command^ of their parenta* and 
the undoubting confidence with which they liftened 
to tlieir precepts ; of the terrors which they fdl 
at a frown, and the huniility with which they fi^ 
plicated forgivenefs whenever they had offendedi 
I cannot but fancy that this boaft is too ffenenl 
to be true» and ihat the young and the old weif 
always at variance. I have, however, told iq 
aunt, that I will mend whatever fhe will prove t« 
be wrong ; but (he replies, that (he has reafons oi 
her own, and that die is forry to live in an agi 
when girls have the impudence to alk for proofs. 

I beg once again, Mr. Rambler, to knoif 
whether I am not as wife as my aunt ; and whe- 
ther, when (he prefumes to check me as a babyi 
I may not pluck up a fpirit and return her info* 
lence. I fhall not proceed to extremities without 
your advice, which is therefore impatiently expcc; 
ted by 

MyrtilljU 

P. S. Remember I am pad fixteen. 
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Numb, 8|. Tuesday, January 8, 1751. 

Otiafi tollas^ptriere Cupidinis arcv* 

Contempta^uejacenty etftne lucefacetm Ovift, 

At bufy hearts In vaiti love's arrows fly ; 
Bim, fcom*{l, and impotent, his torches He. 

« i¥ ANY writers of eminence in phyfick have 
LVjI. laid out their diligence upon the confidera* 
bh of thofe diftempers to which men arc expofea 
17 particular ftatcB of life, ahd very learned treatifes 
ibve been produced upon the maladies of the camp 
he fea, and the mines. There are, indeed, few 
Biployments which a man accuftomed to anatomi- 
tf enquiries and medical refinements, would not 
M reafon for declining as dangerous to health, 
M not his learning or experience inform him* 
hat almoft every occupation, however inconvenir 
nt or formidable, is happier and fafcr than a life 
iffloth. 

The neceffity of a^ion is not only dcmonflrable 
fern the fabrick of the body, but evident from ob- 
CTvation of the imiverfal prad^ice of mankind, who 
>r the prcfervation of health, in thofe whofe rank 
t wealth exempts them from the necclTity of lu- 
r^ive labour, have invented fports and diverfionst 
bowgh not of equal wfc to the world with manual 
rades, yet of equal fatigue to thofe who praftife 
l»em, and differing only from the drudgery of the 
ufbandnran ot manafafturcr, as they are a6^t 
f choice, aisd therefore performed without th< 

painful 
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painful fenfc of compulfion. The huntfman rifif 
early, purfues his game through all the dangai 
and obftru6lions of the chace, fwims rivers, and 
fpales precipices, till he returns home no lefs haraf* 
fed than the foldier, and has perhaps fometimes nw 
curred as great hazard of wounds or death : Yd 
he has no motive to incite his ardour ; he is 
neither fubjeft to the commands of a general, nor 
dreads any penalties for negledi and difobedience ; 
he has neither profit nor honour to expedi from In 
perils and his conqueils, but toils without tk 
hope of mural or civick garlands, and muft c(»j 
tent himfelf with the praife of his tenants and coO' 
panions. 

But fuch is the conftitution of man, that b* 
bour may be ftyled its own reward ; nor will an 
external incitements be requifite, if it be confidtf^ 
cd how. much happinefs is gained, and how mucki 
m'ifery efcaped, by frequent and violent agitatitt 
of the. body. 

£afe is the utmofl that can be hoped fromi 
fedentary and una6live habit ; eafe, a neutral Hate 
between pain and pleafure. The dance of fpiritii 
the bound of vigour, readinefs of enterprife, ani 
defiance of fatigue, are refcrved for him that bracd 
his nerves and hardens his fibres, that keeps hii 
limbs pliant with motion, and by frequent expo* 
fure fortifies his frame agaiuft the Common acd* 
dents of cold and heat* 

With eafe, however, if it could be fecured, mauf 
would be content ; but nothing terreitrial can 
kept at a ftand. Eafe, if it is not rifing 
j)leafurej, will be falling* towards pain ; and w! 
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f& hope the dreams of fpeculation may fuggeft of 
bferving tbe proportion between nutritnent and 
ibour, aod keepiog tke body ia a healthy ftate by 
2|^ies exadkly equal to ks wifte» we know thatg 
1 eSe^f the vital powers unexcited by motion^ 
;tx}w gradually languid $ that as thdr vigour fails^ 
liftrudions are generated ; and thai from obftruc* 
ions proceed rooft of thofe pains which wear us 
way (lowly with periodical tortures, and which, 
hough they fometimes fufFer life to be long, con- 
temn it to be uCelefsy chain us down to the couch 
»f mifery, and nock us ¥nth the hopes of death. 

Exercife cannot fccure us from that diflfolution to 
rhich we are decreed ; but while the foul and 
Kxiy continue united* it can make the affociation 
ileafing, and give probable hopes that they (hall 
le di&|oined by an eafy feparation. It was a 
principle among Aht ancients, that acute difeafes 
l« from heaven, and chronical from ourfelves ; the 
iart of death indeed falls from heaven, but we 
Ksifon it by our own mifcondud^-; to die is the 
8te of man, but to die with lingering anguiih is 
generally his folly. 

It is neceSeay to that perfe^ion of which our 
irefent ftate is capable, that the mind and body 
hould both be kept in adion ; that neither the 
acuhies of th^ one nor of the other be fnffered to 
prow lax or torpid for want of ufe ; diat neither 
tieakh be purchaied by voluntary fubmilRon to 
gnoraince, nor knowledge cultivated at the expencc 
Bf that heahh, which mufl: enable it either to give 
^leafnre to its poflefibr, or affiftance to others^ 
it is too frequently the pride of ftudents to defpi(e 

thofe 
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thofe amufemcnts and recreations, which give W 
the rell of mankind llrength of limbs and cheerful* 
nefs of heart. Solitude and contemplation are in- 
<ieed feldom confident with fuch fkill in commofl 
cxercifes or fports as is neceflary to make theni 
pradlifed with delight, and no man is willing to dc 
that of which the neceflity is not preffing andiift 
mediate, when he knows that his aukwardnefs mul 
make him ridiculous* 

Xiudere qui nejcit, campejirihus abJiiHet armis^ 

IndoHiufque pila^ difch/ettrocbive quiefcU^ 

Nefpijfa rtfum ioUant impune corona, Hoi 

He that*s unfkilful will not tofs a ball, 

Nor run, nor wrcftlc, for he fears the fall ; 

He jnftly fears to meet deferv'd difgrace, 

And that the ring will hif» the baffled afs. Crixci 

Thus the man of learning is often refigned, al 
moft by his own confcnt, to languor and pain ; 
and while in the profecution of his (Indies he fuf* 
fers the wearinefs of labour, is fubjeA by his courfd 
of life to the maladies of idlenefs. 

It was, perhaps, from the obfervation of thii 
rmfchievous omiflion in thofe who are employed 
about intelledlual obje^s, that Locke has, in hij 
Syjlem of Education^ urged the neceffity of a trade 
to men of all ranks and profefiTions, that when the 
mind is weary with its proper tallc, it may be rC" 
laxed by a (lighter attention to fome mechanical 
operation ; and that while the vital fundiiona arc 
refufcitated and awakened by vigorous motion, the 
underAanding may be reflrained from that va^ 

ranc^ 
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ince and dillipation by which it relieves itfelf after 
long intenfenefs of. thought, unlefs fome allurc- 
icnt be prefented that may engage applicatioa 
kbout anxiety. 

There is fo little reafon for expefting frequent 
^nformity to Locke's precept, that it is not 
eceflary to enquire whether the pradice of rne- 
lanical arts might not give occalion to petty 
nulation, and degenerate ambition ; and whether^ 
iour divines and phyficians were taught the lathe 
id the chiz2^el, they would not think more of 
leir tools than their books : as Nero negkded 
te care of his empire for his chariot and his fiddle. 
i is certainly dangerous to be too much pleafed 
ith little things; but what is there which may 
jt be perverted ? Let us remember how much 
jorfe employment might have been found for thofe 
^urs, which a manual occupation appears to en- 
|K)fs ; let us compute the profit with the l(pfs, and 
)ien we refledl how often a genius is allured 
pm his ftudies^ confider likewife that petiiaps by 
\t fame attra<5lions he is fometimes with-held 
tm debauchery, or recalled from malice, from 
nbition, from envy, and from luft. 

I have always admired the wifdom of thofe by 
bom our femak education was inllitutedy for hav«r 
g contrived, that every woman of whatever con- 
tion fhould be taught fome arts of manufadlure, 
f which the vacuities of reclufe and domeilick 
ifurc may be filled up. Thefe arts are more 
sceffary, as the wtaknefs of their fex and the ge- 
aral fyftem of life debar ladies from many cm- 
k>yment6 which^ by diverilfying the circumiiance# 

of 
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of men, prefervc them from being cankered by the 
r\\^ of their own thoughts. I know not boW 
iTiuch of the "vnrtue and happmefs of the woTldroif 
be the coiifequence of this judicious reguUitio* 
Perhaps, the moft powerful fancy might be uoAk 
to 6gure the confufion and fkiughter that would be 
produced by fo nKiny piercing eyes and vivid Ui- 
derllandings, turned loofe at once upon mankirA 
witli no other bufinefs than to fparkk and intrigu«i 
to perplex and to dcllroy. 

For my part, whenever chance brings within of 
obfcrvation a knot of Miffes bufy at their needks, I; 
confidcr myfelf as in the fchool of virtue ; aoi 
though I have no extraordinary fldll in plain woik 
or embroidery, look upon their operations with II 
much fatisfa^lion as their governefs, becaufe I rt- 
gard them as providing a fccurity againft the mot 
dangerous enfnarers of the foul, by enabling thcffl^ 
ftlves to exclude idlencfs from their fohtary mW 
ments, and with idlenefs her attendant train (R 
paflions, fancies, and chimeras, fears, forrows, a»; 
d'jfires. Ovid and Cervantes will inform them th^ 
love has no power but over thofe whom he catcbct 
unemployed ; and He6lor, in tlie Iliad, whrt h? 
fees Andromache overwhelmed with terrors, fenii 
her for confolation to the loom and the diita£P. 

It is certain, that any wild wilh or vain imagiof 
tton never takes fuch firm pofi'eflion of the mind, »• 
when it is found empty and unoccupied. TheoW 
peripatetick principle, that Nature abhors a V^ 
cuuniy may be properly applied to the intdlcfti 
which will embrace any thing, however abfufd o^ 
criminal, rather than be wholly withe\yt an oljieft 

Pcriwjf 
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ferlmps every man may date the pi^<ioimnanee of 
Mile deiires that difturb his \iSt and contaminate 
» coofcknce, fron» fome unhappy hour when too 
Rich leifure expofed him to their incuriions^ ; for 
e has^Kvcd with littk obfervation either on himfclf 
r €»ther8, who does not know that to be i^ i» to 
i vicious. 



, Numb. &6. Satukikay, Janiuury iz, 1 751. 

Ztigitimuviqut ^num. digitU calltmui et aurtm Hot* 

1^7 fiogeiB, or by ear, we nambeFs fcaii. £LraiNST0N4| 

^NE of the ancients has obferved, that the 
L-/ burthen of government is increafcd upon 
rinces by the virtues of their immediate prcdecef- 
»^. It is, indeed, always, dangerous to be pfcic- 
1 in a ftate of unavoidable comparifon with exeel- 
»ce, and the danger is ftiH greater when that ex- 
cljence is confecrat^d by death ; when envy and 
rttreft ceafe to a£l againft it, and thofe 'pafiion8,t 
y which it was at Ik'ft vilified and oppofed, now 
and in its defence, and turn their vehemence 
gainft honeft emulation;* 

He that fucceeds a celebrated writer, has the 
iitie difficulties to encounter ; be Hands under the 
^ade of exalted merit; and is hindered from rifmg 
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to his natural height^ by the interceptkm of tkl 
beams which fhould invigorate and quicken ha 
He applies to that attention which is aheady 
gaged) and unwilling to be drawn oA* from c 
fatisfa6iion ; or perhaps to an attention 
wearied, and not to be recalled to the 
obje6l. 

One of the old poets congratulates himfdf 
he has the untrodden regions of Pamaffus 
him, and that his garland will be gathered 
plantations which no writer had yet culled, 
the imitator treads a beaten walk, and with all 
diligence can only hope to find a few flowers 
branches untouched by his predeceflbr, the rcfufe 
contempt, or the omiffions of negligence. 
Macedonian conqueror, when he was once invii 
to hear a man that fung like a nightingale, re[ 
with contempt, ** that he had heard the nighti 
" gale herfelf ;*'i and the fame treatment 
every man expect, whofe praife is that he imi 
another. 

. Yet, in the midft of thefe difcouragfing refltt 
ions, I am about to offer to my reader Tome obf* 
vations upon Paradife Loft, and hope, that, ho** 
ever I may fall below the illuftrious writer wholai 
fo long didlated to the commonwealth of learoii^ 
Miy attempt may not be wholly ufclefs. There are? 
ill every age, new errors to be red:ified, and net 
prejudices to be oppofed. Falfe tafte is alway« 
buiy to miflead thofe that are entering upon tk 
regions of learning ; and the traveller, uncertain d 
his way, and forlaken by the fun, will be plcaW 
to Sec a fainter orb arife on the horizon^ that naf 

rrfc« 
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fcue him from total darkncfs, thongh with weak 
id borrowed luftre. 

Addifon, though he has confidered this poem 
ider moft of the general topicks of criticifm, has 
ircly touched upon the verfification ; not proha- 
!y becaufe he thought the art of numbers unworthy 
' his notice, for he knew with how minute atten- 
3n the ancient criticks confidered the difpofition 
ffyllables, and had himfelf given lioj^es of fom^ 
ictrical obfervations uplon the great Roman poet ; 
it being the firft who undertook to difplay the 
sautiesy and point out the defedls of Milton, he 
HA many objefts at once before him, and paffed 
iUingly over thofe which were mod barren of ideas^ 
id required labour, rather than genius. 

Yet ▼erfification, or the art of modulating hit 
limbers, is indifpenfably neceifary to a poet* 
Lvery other power by which the underftanding it 
idightened, or the imagination enchanted, may be 
cercifed in profe. But the poet has this peculiar 
iperiority, that to all the powers which the pcrfec- 
on of eyery other compofition can require, he 
ids the faculty of joining mufick with reafon^ 
ad of acting at once upon the fenfes and the paf- 
ons. I fuppofe there are few who do not feel 
lemfelves touched by poetical melody, and who 
ill not confefs that' they arc more or lefs moved by 
ae fame thoughts, as they are conveyed by dif- 
jrent founds, and more afFe^ed by the fame words 
\ one order than in another. The perception of 
larmony is indeed conferred upon men in degrees 
try unequal, but there are none who da not pexr 
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ceive it, or to whom a regular (series of pro 
portionate founds cannot give delight. 

In treating on the verfification of Milton I ai 
iiefirous to be generally underftood, and ihall tbe^ 
fore (ludioiiny decline the disJcdl of grammariaiu 
though, indeed, it is always difficult, and {bxnetiQK 
fcarccly poilible, to deliver the precepts of an art 
without the terms by which the peculiar ideas 
that art are expreiftd, and which had not been in 
vented but bccaufe the language already in ufe «ra 
infufficient. If therefore I (hall fometinies fees 
obfcure, it may be imputed to this vc^untary into 
di^ion, and to a defire of avoiding that oSeaO 
which is always given by unufual woros. 

The heroick meafure of the English laagu^ 
may be propeiiy conGdered as pure or nuxed. I 
is pure when the accent reds upoB every feo^ 
fyllable through the whole line. 

Courage tincertain dangers may ahate, 

JBut who can bear th* approach of certain fate.Ds.TDEi 

Here love his golden {hafts employs, here .lights 
Hisconftant lamp, and waves his purple wings. 
Reigns here, and revels ; not in the bought fmik 
or harlots, iovdefs^joyleds, unendear'd. MiltoM 

The accent may be obferved, in the fecond line o: 
Dryden, and the fecond and fourth of Milton, U 
repofe upon every fecond fyllablc- 

The repetition of this found or percuffion ^ 
equal timer., is the moil complete harmony of vi^iick 
a (ingle verfe is capable, and ihould therefore be ei' 
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Hy kept in diftichs and generally in the lad line 
; a paragraph, that the ear may reft withoot any 
dfe of imperfection. 

But 9 to prefervethe ferles of founds untranfpofed 
a long cempofition, is not only very difidcult hut 
refome and difgufting ; for we are foon wearied 
ith the perpetual recurrence of the lame cadence, 
eceflity has therefore enforced the mixed meafure, 
which fomc variation of the accents is allowed ; 
OS, though it always injures the harmony of the 
fc confidered by itfelf, yet compenfates the lofs 
r relieving us from the continual tyranny of the 
tne found, and makes us more fenfible of thq 
armony of the pure meafure'. 
Of thefe mixed numbers every poet affords us in- 
imerable inftances, and Milton feldom has two 
Ire lines together^ as will appear if any of his 
iragraphs be re^d with attentioa merely to the 
nfic. 

^ Thus at their Aady lodge arrived, hath flood. 
Both turn'd) and under open iky ador'd 
The God that made both Iky, air, earth, and heav'n,^ 

' Which they beheld; the moon** refplendent globe. 
And jiarry pole : thou alfo mad^Ji the nigbt^ 
Maker omnipotent ! and thou the day, 
"Which we in our appointed work cmploy'd 
Have finifb'd happy in our mutual help^ 
And mutual lovcy the croion of all our hllfs 
Ordain*d by thee ; and this delicious place, 
For us too large ; where thy abundance want* 
Partakers, and uncrop'd falls to the ground : 
But thou haft promised from us two a race 
To, iiU the earth, who fliall with us extol 
Thy goodnefs infinite, both when we wake. 
And when we feek, as now, the gift of fieep* 

^3 I» 
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In this (lafTage it will be at firft obferred) tfei 
all the lines are not equally harmoniousy andupot^l 
a nearer examination it will be found that only ^||^ 
fifth and ninth lines are regular, and the rdiarc] 
more or lefs licentious with refpe6k to the accent 
In fonrte the accent is equally upon two fyllabkrj 
together, and in both ilrong. As 

Thos at their ihady lodge arrivM, botbJhoJ^ 

Bath turndf and under open iky ador'd 

1'he God that made both iky, air^cartb^ and keaVot 

In others the accent is equally upon two fyllaUeH 
but upon both weak. 

a race 
To fill the earth, who ihall with us extol 
Thy goodnefs infinite^ both when we wake, 
Andtvbeu we feck, as now, thy gift of ilecp. 

In the firft pair of fyllables the accent may deviate 
from the rigour of cxaftnefs, without any unplcaf- 
ing diminution of harmony, as may be obfened 
in the lines already cited, and more remarkably i^ 

this, 

^Thou alfo mad*ft the night. 

Maker omnipotent ? and thou the day. 

But, excepting in the firft pair {^ fyBabIc8» 
"xvliich may be confidered as arbitrary, a poet who» 
jiot having the invention or knowledge of MltoOi 
\*A\% more nt'cd to allure his audience by mufical 

cadencff 



ioeiiccs iliould feldom fuffer more than cxie abeif- 
Ition from the rule in any fmgle verfe* 
There are two lines in this pafiage more remarit* 

illy unharmonious : 

« 

■■ ' T hii delicious place. 
For us too large ; tvbere tby abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropMytf/Zi to the ground. 

Icre the third pair of fyllables in the firft, and 
}urth pair in the fecond verfe, have their accents 
strograde or inverted ; the firft fy liable being 
;rong or acute, and the fecond weak. The de- 
riment which the meafure fuffers by his inverfion 
f the accents is fometiraes lefs perceptible, when 
be verfes are carried on^ into another, but is re« 
ftatkably ftriking in this place,. where the vicious 
erfe concludes a period ; and is yet more ofFenfive 
Q rhyme, when we regularly attend to the flow of 
?ery iki^e line* This will aj^ear by reading a 
ouplet in which Cowley, an author not fufficicnt- 
^ ftudious of harmony, has coiMitted the fame 
kult : 

h is harnilefs Ufe 
Does with fubilantial bleiTedncfs abound. 
And the foft wings of peace cover him round* 

[n thefe the law of metre is very grofsly violated 
)y mingling combinations of found dire^ly op- 
3ofite to each other, as Milton expreffes in his 
ibnnet, by cotnmlulng Jhort and iongy arid fetting one 
part of the ifneafurc at variance with the reft. The 
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ancients, who had ^ language more capaUe i 
variety than ours, had two kinds of verfe, tk 
lamhick, coniifting of ihort and long fyllablesalta 
nately, from which our heroick meafure is deriwi 
and the Trochaick, conjifting in a like alternation «l 
long and ftiort. Thefe were coniidered as opprf 
ites, and conveyed the contrary images of f] 
and (lownefs ; to confoand them, therefore, asi 
thefe lines, is to deviate from the eftabhOied 
tice. But where the fenfes are to jiidge, au 
rity is not neceflary, the ear is fufficient to d 
diflbnance, nor (hould I have fought auxili 
on fuch au occafion againft any name but that 
Milton. 
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Nemo adeoferus ep, ut non mitefcere pojjit^ 

Si modo cultura patunUm commode auremm HmI 

The flaye to envy, anger, -wine or love. 

The wretch of (loth, its excellence ihall prove; 

Fierccnefs itfelf fliall hear its rage away. 

When lift'ning calmly to th' inftru Aive lay. pRAVcifc 

THAT few things are fo liberally beftowcdi 
or fquandefed with fo Httle effeft, as good 
advice, has been generally obferved ; and maor 
(age portions have been advanced concerning thf 
f $;^n8 pf this complaint ; and the means of r> 

ipoviflg 
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mng it. It 18 indeed -ati iBiportaiit and nobk 
quiry ; for little would be wanting to the hap- 
3efs of lif«, if every man coald conform to the 
(h^ at foon as he was Ak)wi1 it. 
This perverfe negle^l of the moft falutary pre- 
pts^ and ftubbom refidance of the mo& pathetick 
rfuafioiiy i« ufually imputed to him by whom the 
uafel is received ; and we often hear it mentioo- 
» as a ^ga of hopelefs depravity, that though 
iod advice was given^ it has wrought no re£ur* 
^tion. 

Others, who imagine themfelves to Have quicker 
Ipcity and deeper penetration, have found outy 
at the inefficacy of advice is ufualiy the fault of 
le counfeQor, and ruks ha^ been kid down, by 
hich this important duty may be fiiccefsfully pe^- 
Ifcmed. We are dire^ed by i»(rhat tokens to dif- 
iTer the favoumUe moment at which the heart is 
E^ied for the operation of truth and reafon, with 
hat addreiTes to admiiufler, and with what vehicles 
> difguife the catkartkks ff ihe hut* 

Butt aotwithftandi^g this fpecious; expedient, 
p find tlie world yet in the fame ilate ; advice is 
Si given» but ftill received with difguft ; nor has 
appeared^ that the bitternefs of the medicine has 
cen yet abated, or its power increafed, by any 
lethods of preparing it- 

If we confider the manner in which thofe who 
Bume the office of direfting the conduft of others 
Kccute their undertaking, it will not be very 
wnderful tliat their labours, however zealous or 
ffeftionate, are frequently ufelefs. For what is 
be advice that i^commoniy given I A few general 

xna^cims^ 
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maxims, enforced with vebemencey and in 
-with importunity, but failing for want of pai 
lar reference and immediate application. 

It is not often that any man can have fo 
knowledge of another, as is ncceflary to make 
ftru6lion ufefuL We are fometimes not ourf< 
confcious of the original motives of our a6lions, 
when we know them, our firft care is to bide 
from the fi^t of others, and often from 
moil diligently, whofe fuperiority either of 
or underflanding may entitle them to infped 
lives ; it is therefore very probable, that he 
endeavours the cure ^of our intelleSlual ma 
miftakes their caufe ; and that his p 
avail nothing, becaufe he knows not which 
pafiions or defires is vitiated. 

Advice, as it always gives a temporary app< 
ancc of fuperiority, can never be very grate 
even when it is moft neceflary or moft judiciD 
But for the fame reafon every one is eager to 
ftru6l his neighbours.. To be wife or to 
virtuous, is to buy dignity.and importance at a h 
price ; but when nothing is neceffary to devali 
but dete6lion of the follies or the faults of otbe 
no man is fo infenfible to the voice of fame as % 
linger op the ground. 

'Tfntanda via £^, qua me qu^qufpojjim 



Toller e bumo ^viiiorquc virum vo/iiare^er era, Vlll 

New ways I muft attempt, my grovelling name 
To raife aloft, and wing my flight to fame. Ditdi 

Vanitv is fo frequently the apparent motire 

advid 
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iccy that we, for the mod part, fumnion our 
vers to oppofe it, without any very accurate 
[uiry whether it is right. It is fufiicieut that 
►ther is growing great in his own eyes at our 
»ence» and aflumes authority over us without 
rpermiflion ; for many would contentedly fuffer 
; confequences of their own miftakes* rather 
n the infolence of him who triumphs as their 
iverer, 

[t is, indeed, (eldom found, that any advantages 
enjoyed with that moderation which the uncer- 
ity of all human good.fo powerfully enforces ; 
i therefore the advifer may juilly fufpeti that he 
f eniiamed the oppoiition which he laments hy 
ogance and fupercilioufnefs. He may fufped):^ 
I needs not haflily to condemn himfelf, for he 
i rarely be certain that the foftcft language, or 
t moft humble diiHdence, would have efcaped re- 
itmenty fince fcarcely any degree of circumfpec- 
Q can prevent or obviate the rage with which 
I flothful, the impotent, and the unfuccefsful» 
It their difcontent upon thofe that excel them, 
pdefty itfelf, if it is praifed, will be envied ; 
I there are minds fo impatient of inferiority^ 
It their gratitude is a fpecies of revenge, and 
:y return benefits, not becaufe recom pence is a 
rafure, but becaufe obligation is a pain. 
The number of thofe whom the love of them- 
ircs has thus far corrupted, is perhaps not great ; 
t there arc few fo free from vanity, as not to 
iate to thofe who will hear their inftruiStions 
th a vifible fenfe of their own beneficence ; and 
r to whom it is not unpleafmg to receive docu- 
ments. 
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ments, however tenderly and cautioufly dclivcrdi 
or who arc not willing to raife themfehres from 
pupillage, by difputing the propofitions of tbdr 
teacher. 

It was the maxim I think of Alphonfus of 
Arragon, that dead counfelhrs are fnfefl. The 
grave puts an end to flattery and artifice, and tile 
information that we receive from books is pure 
from intereft, fear, or ambition. Dead counted 
lors are like wife moft inftruftive, becaufe they are 
heard with patience and with reverence. We are 
not unwilling to believe that man wifer than our- 
fvjlves, from whofe abilities we may receive advan- 
tage, without any danger of rivaliy or oppofidooi 
and who affords us the light of his experiesctii,; 
without hurting our eyes by flafhes of infolencc. 

By the confultation of books, whether of deal ^ 
or living authors, many temptations to petulance i 
and oppoiition, which occur in oral conferencc!» J 
arc avoided. An author cannot obtrude his ad- 
vice unaflvcd, nor can be often fufpefted of any, 
malignant intention to infult his readers withiai 
knowledge or his wit. Yet fo prevalent is the 
habit of comparing ourfelves with others, wfcifc 
they remain within the reach of our pafiions, tliat 
books are feldom read with complete impartiaKtyf 
but by thofe from whom the writer is placed at 
fiich a dillance that his life or death is indif- 
ferent. 

We fee that volumes may be perufed, and pfr 
riifcd with attention, to little efFe£l ; and tnat 
maxims of prudence, or principles of virtue, maf 
Jbe treafured in the memory without influencBBf 
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e conduA. Of the numbers that pafs their 
tes among booksy very few read to be made 
Icr or better, apply aoy general reproof of vice 

tbemfeWes, or try their own manners by axioBM- 
f juftke. They purpofe either to confume thofc 
lUrt for which they can find no other amufe* 
cut, to gain or preferve that refpedt which learn- 
g has always obtained : or to gratify their cu« 
>fity' with knowledge, which, like treafurea 
iried and forgotten, is of no ufe to others or 
lemicrves* 

" The preacher (fays a French author) may 
fpend an hour in explaining and enforcing a pre- 
c«2pt of religion, without feeling any imprelfion 
from his own performance, becaufe he may have 
no further defign than to fill up his hour/' A 
udent may eafily exhauA his life in comparing 
iyines and marallUs, without any pna^lical regard 
|r morality or religion ; he may he learning not t(\ 
vCy but to reafon ; he may regard only the ele- 
ance of ftile, j,ufllnels of argument, and accuracy 
£ method ; and may enable himfelf to criticife 
pth judgment, and difpute with fubtlety, while 
Ke ekief- uiie of ki» vohjincs is un thought of, his 
lind is uitoffe6^ed, an^ h» life is unrefbrmcd. 

But though truth and virtue are thus frequently 
efeated by pride, obftinacy, or folly, we are not 
Uowed to defcrt them ; for whoever cai> funwihi 
rms which they hitherto have not employed, may 
nable them to gain {bme hearts which would have, 
efifted any other method of attack. Every maa 
if genius, has fome arts of fixing the attention pe^ 
:uliar to himfelf, by which, honedly exerted, he 
* Vol, II. S may 
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may benefit ftiankind ; for the arguments 
purity of life fail of their due influence^ not 
caufe they have been coniidered and confuted, I 
becaufe they have been pafled over without co; 
deration. To the pofition of Tully, that if ^ 
tue could be feen, fhe muft be loved, may 
added, that if Truth could be heard, (he muil 
obeyed. 



Numb. 88. Saturday, January 19, 175; 

Cum tabulis animum cenforU funut honest ; 

Audebit quacunque minus fplendorh babehunt^ 

Aut Jine ponder e erunt, et bcnore indtgna ferentur. 

Verba mo'vere loco^ quamvis invita recedant^ 

Et verfentur adbuc intra penetralia Vejia, Ic 

But he that hath a curious piece d60gn*d 
When he begins muft take a cenfor*8 mind, 
Severe and honeft ; and what words appear 
Too light and trivial, or too weak to bear 
The weighty Icnfe, nor worth tlie reader's care. 
Shake off; though ftubborn, they are loth to m 
And thougli we fancy, dearly though we love. 

Cree 



" nr^ HERE is no reputation for genius," 1 
X Quintilian, " to be gained by writing 
things, which, however neceflary, have li 
fplendour or fhew. The height of a build 
attracts the eye, but the foundatiofls lie w 






(( 
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out regard. Yet fince there is not any way to 
the top of fcience, but from the lowed parts, I 
Ihall think nothing unconnefted with the art 
of oratory, which he that wants cannot be art 
jorator." 

Confirmed and animated by this illuftrious pre* 
{dent, I (hall continue my inquiries into Mihon's 
t of yerfification. Since, however minute the 
nployment may appear, of analyfing lines into 
iiables, and whatever ridicule may be incurred by 
/olemn deliberation upon accents and paufes, it i^ 
prtain, that without this petty knowledge no 
lan can be a poet ; and that from the proper dif» 
lOfition of fmgle founds, refults that harmony 
oat adds force to reafon, and gives grace to fub* 
mity ; that (hackles atteption, an4 governs paf« 



' That verfe may be melodious and pleafing, it ia 
^eflary, not only that the words be fo ranged, as 
bat the accent may fall in its proper place, but 
bat the fyllablcs themfelves be fo chofen, as to 
^w fmoothly into one another. This is to be 
jTcfted by a proportionate mixture of vowels and 
onfonants, and by tempering the mute confonanti 
rith liquids and femivowels. The Hebrew grami. 
larians have obferved, that it is impofiible to pro- 
ounce two confonants without the intervention of 

vowel, or without fome emiffion of the breath 
•etween one and the other ; this is longer and 
acre perceptible, as the founds of the confonants 
re lefs harmonically conjoined, and, by confe- 
(uence, the flow of the verfe is longer interrupted. 

It is pronounced by Dry den, that a line of mo- 

8 z nofyllabl^l 
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nofyllabks is almofl always har(h. This, with rei 
gavd to our language, is evidently true, not becaufc 
monofyllables cannot compofe iiarmony, hot b^ 
caufe our monofyllables being of Teutooick origi- 
nal, or formed by contraftion, commonly begiii 
and end with confonants, as, 

-Every lower faculty 



I 



Offemfcf 'whereby they hear^ fecy Jmell^ touchy '^'« 

Tlie difference of harmony arifing principallf 
from the collocation of vowels and confonants, 
will be fufficiently conceived, by attending to the 
Following paffages. 

Immortal Amarant — there jrrows 

And flow'rs aloft, fliading the fount of life. 

And where the river of blifs through midft of hciy^ 

Rolls o'er Elyjian Jloivers her ambtr jiremm ; 
"With thefe that never fade, the fpirits ele<ft 
Bind their refplendent locks intureaih'd 'with beams. 

The fame comparifon that I propofe to be 
made between the fourth and fixth verfes of thi» 
paflage, may be repeated between the laft lines of 
the lollowing quotations. 

Under the foot violet, 
Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich in-lay 
SroiJn-*d the ground^ more coluurd than •with JlofUf 
Of ccftlieft emblem. 

Here in clofe rccefs, 
With flowVs, garlands and fwcet-fmelling herbs, 
Efpoufcd Eve firft deck'd her nuptial bed : 
And beav*nly theirs the bymencan ftifg* 

Milton 
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"Milton whofe ear had been accuftomed, not; 
tily to the mufick of the ancient tongues, vyhich^ 
owever vitiated by our pronunciation, eicel all 
lat are now in ufe, but to the foftnefs of the 
talian, the inoft mellifluous of all modern poetry, 
icms fully convinced of the uniitnefs of our lan- 
iiage for fmooth verfification, and is therefore 
leafed with an opportunity of calling in a foftey 
rord to his affiftance ; for this reafon, and I be- 
eve for this only, he fomctiraes indulges himfel^f 
1 a long feries of proper names, and introduces 
tern where they add little but mufick to his poem<, 

: — pThe richer feat 



Of\ AtabaVtpa, apd yet unfpoird 
Guiana^ whofe great city Gerions fon» 
Call El Dorado^ ^ r 

The moon the Tufian artift viewi 
At evening from the ^op of FefoU 
Or in VaUarnOf to ^cfcry new lands.— !-»t- 

He has indeed been more attentive to his fylla* 
lies than to his accents, and does not often offen^ 
jj" collifions of confonants, or openings of vowels 
ipon each other, at leaft not more often than other 
writers who have had lefs important or compli- 
cated fubjefts to take off their care from the ca- 
lence of their lines. 

The great peculiarity of Milton's verfification, 
compared with that of later poets, is the clifion of 
ftne vowel before another, or the fuppreflion of the 
laft fyllable of a word ending with a vowel, whe^ 
\ vowel begins the following word. As, 

• ;' S3 Knowkdgc 
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Knowledge— 
OpprefTcs elfe with furfeit, and icons turiu 
Wiidom to folly as noiiriihment to wind. 

This licence, though now difufed in Engliili 
poetiy, was praftifed by our old writers, and is 
allowed in many other languages ancient and mo- 
dern ; and therefore the criticks on Paradife Lol 
have, without much deliberation, commended Mil- 
ton for continuing it. But one language cannot 
communicate its rules to another. Vlt have al- 
ready tried and rejeAed the hexameter of the an- 
cients, the double clofc of the Italians, and the 
alexandrin< of the French ; and the elifion of 
vowels, however graceful it may feem to other 
nations, may be very unfuitable to the genius of 
the Englifh tongue. 

There is reafon to believe, that we have negh- 
gcntly loft part of our vowels, and that the filent 
e which our anceftors added to fome of our mono- 
fyllabks, Was once vocal. By this detruncationoi ; 
our fyllables, our language is overftocked with i 
confonants, and it is more necefiary to add vowcb 
to the beginning of words than to cut them off 
from the end. 

Milton therefore feems to have fomewhat mif- 
taken the nature of our language, of which the 
chief defe<ft is ruggednefs and afpeiity, and ha? 
left our harfh cadences yet harfher. But his ch- 
fions are not all equally to be cenfured ; in^foin? 
fyllabks they may be allowed, and perhaps in a 
few mty be fafely imitated. The abfciffion of » 
vowel h undoubtedly vicious when it is ftrongly 

foundedf 
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andedy and makes*, with.its aifociate confonant^ 
full and audiUe fyUsble. 



-What he grycs, 



Spiritual, may to purell fpirits be found. 

No mg;tatef«il food, and food alike thefe pure 

Intelligcntial fubflances require. 

Fruits,— —Hefperian fables true. 
If true, here only, ^nd of delicious tafle. 



Evening tiow approach*d. 



1*01* we hart alfi our eTening and our mom. 

Of guefts he makes them flaves, 
tDhofpita^/jF kills their infant males* 

And vital y'lttue infusM, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafs. 

God made thtt of choice his own, and of his own 
T« £erve him. 

I believe every reader will agree» . that in all 
Aiofe pailagesy though not equally in all) the mU- 
Dck is injured^ and in feme the meaning obfcured. 
rhere are other lines in which the vowel is cut 
Dfify but it is fo faintly pronounced in common 
l|)cech, tliat the lofs of it in pOetry is fcarcely 
perceived ; and therefore fuch compliance with 
^he meafure may be allowed. 

Nature breeds 
Perverfc, all monftrous, all prodigious things, 
Abominai/^, inuttera^A;; and worfe 
Than fables yet have fcign'd— 

* Fron^ 
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From Ae fliorc 
They viewM the vaft itniAeafuraii^ abyli. 

Impal'd vith circling fire. 

To none coinmunicaA/« in earth or heav^L 

Yet even thefe contradlions increafe the roi 

9 * 

ncfs of a language too rough already ; and t 
in long poems tney may be fometimes fuffered^ 
never can be faulty to forbear them, 

Milton frequently ufes in Jiis po^rps the k 
metrical or redundant line of eleven fyllables. 

— .r-Thus ft fhall befal 
Him who to worth in woman over-truil//if 
I^ts her will rule* 

I alfo err*d in over-much admir/^g-. 

Verfes of this kind occur almoft in every pagj 
but though they are not unpleafing or diffon 
they ought not to be admitted into heroick pec 
fince the narrow limits of our language allow 
no other diftinftion of epick and tragick mcafn 
than is afforded by the liberty of changing at wl 
the terminations qf the dramatick lines, and brinf 
iHg them, by that relaxation of metrical rigfltfi 
nearer to profe. 
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* * * » 

riuMB. 89. Tuesday, yanu&ry 22, 1751. 

Dulce eji dtjxpere m loco* Horace. 

. WiiUem at proper tinaies is well Ibrgot. 

OCKEy whom tker-e is ao reStfon to fu^pe^t 
r A of being a favoui^r of idlenef« or libertifiifm, 
A advanced^ that whoevo- laope« to employ aay 
tt of bis time with efficacy aod vigou)*, fiau^ 
low fome of it td pafs ia tnfles. It is beyond 
le po^v^ere of ll»manity to fpend a whole life iii 
lofound (lodyf aod intenfe meditation ; aad the 
oft; rigorous exafkers of induftry and feriouGi&& 
tve af^poiaied hours for rdaxiatitia and amufe* 
ent. 

It is certain that, with or wkhout our confent, 
lany of the few moenents allotted us will flide 
iperceptibly away.; and that the mind wiU 
?eak, from confinement to its ftated taAc, into 
idden excurfions. Sev'cre and conne^ied atten« 
pn is preferved but for a Ihort time ; and wheft 
iifiian Ihtits himlelf up in his clofet, and bends hk 
loughts to the difcuiOon of any abdrufe quedion, 
e vill &id bis &ctilties continually ilesAing away 
) more pkaQng entertainnvents. He often per* 
eives himfelf tranrported, he knows not bow, to 
iilaiKt tracks of thought, and return to his fkrft 
bje^ as frotn a dream, without knowing when 
« forfook it, or how long he has been abftra6^ed 
roiti it. 
It has been obferved, that the moft Hudious are 

not 
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not always the moft learned. Tbcre is, inita 
no great difficulty in difcovering that tbis dii 
ence of proficiency may arife from the diffi 
of intelledlual powers, of the choice of 
or the convenience of information. But I bcfi 
it likewife frequently happens, that the moft 
clufe are not the moft vigorous profecutots 
ftudy. Many impofe upon the world, and 
upon * themfelves, by an appearance of fevere 
exemplary diligence, when they, in reality, 
tbemlelves up to the luxury of fancy, pleafe 
minds with regulating the paft, or pUmnicg 
the future ; place themfelves at will in varied 
ations of happinefs, and (lumber away their 
in voluntary vifions. In the journey of life 
are left behind, becaufe they are natUraUy f< 
and flow : fome becaufe they mifs the way, 
many becaufe they leave it by choice, and in 
of preiling onward with a fteady pace, dd^ 
themfelves with momentary deviations, turn 
to pluck every flower, and repofe in every fna 
There is nothing more fatal to a man wi 
buflnefs is to think, than to have learned the 
of regaling his mind with thofe airy gratificati 
Other vices or follies are reftrained by fear, ref( 
cd by admonition, or reje£ied by the convi 
which the comparifon of our conduft with that 
others, may in time produce. But this invilii 
riot of the mind, this fecrct prodigality of beii 
is fecure from dete6iion, and fearlefs of reproach 
The dreamer retires to his apartment, ftiuts orf 
the cares and interruptions of mankind, and aba* 
dons himfelf to his own fancy, new^ worlds riftop 

bcfoK 



THE RAMBLER. llj 

ore him, one image is followed by another, and 
ong fucceffion of delights dances round him, 
; is at laft called back to life by nature, or by 
torn, and enters peevifh into fociety, becaufe he 
inot model it to his own will. He returns from 
. idle excurfions with the afperity, though not 
:h the knowledge, of a ftudent, and haftens 
lin to the fame felicity with the eagernefs of a 
D bent upon the advancement of fome favourite 
mce. The infatuation ftrengthens by degrees, 
[f like the poifon of opiates, weakens his 
frcTSf without any external fymptom of ma- 
wty. 

|t happens, indeed, that thefe hypocrites of 
rning are in time detedled, and convinced, by 
ice and difappointment, of the difference be- 
:n the labour of thought and the fport of muf- 
But this difcovery is often not made till it is 
\ late to recover the time that has been fooled 
ay. A thoufand accidents may, indeed, awaken 
mes to a more early fenfe of their danger and 
|ir (hame. But they who are convinced of the 
leflity of breaking from this habitual drowfinefs, 
) often relapfe in fpite of their refolution ; for 
:fe ideal feducers are always near, and neither 
f particularity of time nor place is neceffary to 
cir influence : they invade the foul without 
tming, and have often charmed down refiftance, 
fore their approach is perceived or fufpedied. 
This captivity, however, it is neccifary for every 
In to break, who has any defire to be wife or 
pful, to pafs his life with the efteem of others, or 
look back with fatisfadiion from his old age 

upon 
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. upon his earlier yeare^ In order ta regain 
he muft find the means of %ing from his^ 
rauft, in oppoiation to the Stoick precept, 
te deiires to fix upon external things; he 
adopi the joys and the pains o^ others, an^ 
in his mind the want of focisd pleafures ao^ 
cable commuBicatioB. 

It is perhaps not impoffihle to promote the 
of this mental malady, by clofe application to 
new ftudy, which may poor in frefh ideas, and 
curiofity in perpetual motion. Bkit ftudy 
£c4i«ude, and foliiude is a ftate daBg«roue to 
who are too much accufloraed to fink into t1 
iekes. AAive employment, or pub^ pt 
generally a neceffary part of this inteIk<Eh}at 
gimen, withoat whichy though fome remif&Hi 
be obtained, a complete cure will Scarcely be 
fefted- 

This is a- formidable and obliinate difeafe e( 
ifitellei^ ; of which, when it has once become 
Gated by time, the remedy is one of t-he ba 
tafks ofreafon and of virtue. )ts fiightefl 
therefore, fhould be watclifulLy opposed ; 
that finds the frigid and narcptick in^e^ion h 
ning to feize him^ fhould turn his whole attei 
againft it, and check it at the firft (fifcovery 
proper counteraftion. 

The great refolution to be formed, when h 
nefs and virtue are thu#formidably invaded, is 
no part of life be fpent in a ftate of neutrsfef 
indifference ; but that fome plcafure be fbuod 
every moment that is not devoted to labour; 
that, whenever the neceSary buAnefs of life 

irkfi 
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^^f ar djfguItiQg^ ^0 ia^medlat^ tranfition h$ 
l^e to 4iverfipp find gaiety. 
After the exercifef which the health of tb^ 
{py f eqi|i\e8y ^qd which have 1;henUelv^$ a natvinui 
Odejicy ^p actuate fii^d invigorate thjC a)in4> ^h? 
p^ eligjj^le amufjeimeDt of a raponal t)eing ft^ernf 
i;be fhsit interchange of dip ugh ta which ;is pracr 
$*d in ^ree and eaiy converfation ; where fufpi- 
pn ^ banifhed by experience! and fsrpulatiqp by 
^evc^leqce ; where every ipan fpeaks wit;h no 
|)ef reilraint than un^vimngnefs to pffend, and 
»r8 with no other difpo^tjqa tl^ao ^eiire to be 
[raTed. 

, /"here ma^ be n time in which every man trifles ; 
id the only choice that nature offers us, is, tp 
iBe in company or alone,. To join profit with 
jpafure, has been an old prepept s^^ppg men N^ho 
ire h^d very different cpqceptipns qf profit. All 
|Te ^i^eedi thai pur amufpaiients ihpuld not ter- 
jBiatp whplly in t)>e prefjpnt mpipent, jbut cpntri* 
ite more pr le(s to future advantagi^* He tha^ 

rfe^ hin^felf among wdU chpfen coippanions^ 
{carf ely fail tp receive from the moft Cfivelcff 
1^ obftreperous merriment which viituie can %1* 
f^y foine ufeful hintp ; por can copverfe op thf 
p^ ^n))liar topic)cSy without fqme csifual ipfor- 
lotion. The loofe fpai^kles of thpughtlefs w|t 
lay give new light to the mind, and the gay 
intention for paradoxical portions re^fy the 
pinions. 

T'his is the time in which thofe friend(hips that 
ive happinefs or confolation, relief or fecurity» 
re generally formed. A wife and good man is 

Vol* II. T never 
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never fo amiable as in his unbended and fatti 
intervals. Heroic generofityy or philofophical 
cpverics, may compel veneration and refped ; 
love always implies fome kind of. naitaial or 
luntary equality, and is only to be excited by 
levity and cbeerfulnefs which difencumbers 
minds fmm awe and folicitude^ invites the 
to freedom y a Ad exalts the timorous to confide 
This eafy gaiety is certain to pleafe, whatever J 
the charafter of him that exerts it :• if our fa 
riors dcfcend' from their elevation , we love 
for lefTening the diftance at which we are pi 
below them ; and inferiors, from whom we 
receive no lading advantage, will always keep 
affe^ions, while their fprightlinefs and mirth 
tribute to our pleafure. 

Every man finds himfelf differently affefkedl 
the fight of fortrelTes of war, and palaces of 
fure. We look on the height and ftrengtB of 1 
bulwarks with a kind of gloomy fatisfa^tion ; 
we cannot think of defence, without admit 
images of danger ; but we range deUghted 
jocund- through the gay apartments of the 
becaufe nothing is impreffed by them on the 
but joy and feftivity. Such is the difference 
tween great and amiable charaders: with 
tenors we are fafe ; with companions we 
happy.. 

Numb. 9a 
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Numb. 90. Saturday, JcMuary 26^ t 75L» 

In tenui laior. Vmct. 

"What toil in flendcr tluDgs? # 

' T is very difficult to write on the minuter parts 
,»of literature without failing either to pleafc or 
|bru£t. Too much nicety of detail difgufts the 
bdteil part of readers ; and to throw a multitude 
'particulars under general heads, and lay down 
tes of exteniive comprehenfion, is to common 
Id^rdandings of little ufe« They who undertake 
efe Aibjej^s ar^ fherefol'e always m' danger, as 
^ or other incb^tvenience arifes 16 their imagina- 
ft^ df frighting us widi rugged fciencci or amuf* 
t'Us 3Vith empty foutid. 
rin criticinng the work of Milton, there is indeed 

rortunity to interfperfe paffagcs that can hardly 
to. relieve the languors of attention ; andfincci 
^Kanninin^ the variety and choice of thepaufes 
|th which he has diveriified his tiumbers,! it wjli 
: Decenary to exhibit the lines in which they are' 
i be found, perhaps, the remarks may !be well 
itnpenfated by the examples^ and the irkfomenefs 
grammatical difquifitions fomewhat alleviated. 
Milton formed his fcheme of verfification by the 
>et8- of Greece and Rome, whom he propofed to 
imfelf for his models, fo far as the difFerqnce of 
1^ titaguage from theirs would permit the imita- 
oh. Th^re are indeed many inconveniencies in- 
parablc ftpm ojir heroic meafurc; compared with 
^ Tx tbat 
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that of Homer and Virgil ; inconvenicnciei i 
parabk from our hcrcSck meafmre, compared 
that of Homer and Virgil ; ioconyeniencies, wl 
it is no reproach to Milton not to have ov 
becaufe they are in their own natqre info 
but againft which he has (Irugglcd with fo mi 
art add diligence^ that he may at leaft be ixA 
have defcrved fuccefs. 

The hexameter of the ancients inay be cdi 
ed as cipnfiftiiig of fifteen fyllablesj fo inel 
difpofedy thatj as every one knows who has 
mined the poetical authors^ very pleaiiiig abd Q 
rous lyrick meafures are formed froixi the r 
rnehts of the Heroick. It is indeed fcarce poi 
io break thein fn fucH a nuinnefs but that fiii> 
etfdm disje^, mnira poeti, fbme liarmony .will . 
rcniaih, ahd the due proportions of fo&^d wB 
ways, be difcovered. IT^w meafute thcfexortj 
Towed ^rea't yaficly of paiuTes, and ^eat libcrtw 
dohne&ing b'ne yerfc_.with another, l>ec^jfe wP 
^cr the hni was interrupt eel, either part firigly. 
iniiricil. But the ancients fcein to have com 
this Privilege to liexameters j fof in their ot^ 
ip'eafafe.s, though longer than the feiiglifh heroicj 
th'pfc who wrQt;e after the refineinents of verffo 
tTop, venture fo feldom tP change their patjfij 
thai every variation may be fuppoied rather a co» 
pliance witfi nieceffity than the choice of ju^ 

incnt - " . ^ . .. ^ . ■ . - r J 

..Milton xvas copftraincd within the harirow W 

of a ipeafurc not; very liarroonious in the utiw 

perfeiiion ; th? finale parfs, therefore, iiitb wiirf 

it wa^ to be fotnetimes broken by paufcs, vrt 
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iatxigtr of lofing the very form of verfc. Thig 
9 perhaps, notwlthftanc&ng all His care, fome- 
les happened. 

As harmony is the end of poetical meafures, no 
it of the verfe ought to be fo feparated from the 
k as not to remain ilili more harmonious than' 
ofe, or to (hew, by the difpofition of the tones^ 
9t it is part of a verfe. This rule in the old 
&ameter might be eafily obfervcd, but in Englifh 
U very frequently be in danger of violation ; for 
e order and regularity 9f accents cannot well be 
txreived in a fucceflion of fewer than three fylla- 
eSy which will confine the*£nglilh poet to only 
« paufes ; it being fuppofed, that, when he con- 
l£ls one line with^ another, he ihould never make 
full paufe at lefs diftance than that of three fylla- 
bs from the beginning or end of a verfe. 
; That thi^ rule ihould be univerially and indif- 
(niibly eftabliihed, perhaps cannot be granted; 
nnething may be allowed to variety, and fome- 
iung to the adaptation of the numbers to the fub- 
£k ; but it will be found generally, neceffary, an4 
lie ear will feldom fail to luffer by its negledl. 
IkTJbLUjs when ^ fingle fyllable is cut off from the 
^ft» it mud either be united to the line with which 
he fenfe conned^s it, or be founded alone. If it be 
inited to the other line, it corrupts its harmony ; 
r disjoined, it mud ftand alone, and vKth regard 
o muiick be fuperfluous ; for thei^ is qo harmony 
n a fingle found, becaufe it ha& no proportion to 
knother. ., 

Hypocritu 
T3 
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. Hypocrites aufterely talk, 
xfefixnirig as impure what God declafeif 
Jpure ; and commands to fome, leaves free to it 

When two fyllables likewife are ^fcinded &« 
tbe itfty they evidently wslnt fomc aflTodate foosft 
to make tfaem harmonious. 
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ipore wakeful than fo drouzC) 
CtarniM with Arcadian pipe, the paft'ral rttd 

¥f Hermes, or his opiate rod. MeamolMt 
b i-e-feTttte the world -w^th iacred Hght 
Leucothea w^'d. 

t 
; He ended and, the fun eave iignal high 
'JTo the bright miniJtef that watch'd : he hU^ 
HTs truinpet. 

iFirit in the aSt his glorious Istmp was feeoy 
Re^nt of day, and jiU th' hodisan round 
jtnvefted with bright xaysi jocund to run . 
Hifc longitude duroogh heav'n's hi^h road ; tht^ 
Dawti^ and the plejades, before him danc^d^ 
Shedding fWeet influence. 

The fame defe£l is perceived iti the foUowiaJ 
Iine« whdre the paufe is at the fecond fyll&Ue \^ 
the beginning. 

The race 
Of that wifd roat that tore the Thr^ian bard 
In Rhodope, where Wood and rocks had ean 
To rapture, 'till the lavage clamour drow&'d 
Both harp and voice ; nor could the mufe ^x^ 
Ikrfin, So fall not thou who thee implores* 

Wta 



When tie pshlfe felb opoh tfie third fyllable, or 
he feventh, the harmony is better preferved ; but 
a the third and feventh are weak fyllables, the pe« 
iod leaves the ear unfatisfied^ and in expectation 
»f the remaining part of the verle. 

He with his horrid crew 
Lay vM^iihM) rolling in the fier^ ^Iph^ 
Conivmnded though immcrtaL Btit his doom 
keferv'd him to more wrath : for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and laiting pain 
Torments Jbim^ 

God, ^with frequent interconrfe> 

Thither will fend his winged ineflengers 
Oh errands of fupemal grace. So fung 
The glorious train afcend/isr^.* 

It may be, I think, eftablifhed as a rule, that ;t 
paufe which conchides a period (hould be made for 
the moft part uppn a ftrong fyllable, as the fourth 
iiod fixth : but thofe paufes which boiy &{pend 
tec fenfe may be placed upon the /Ur^il^er. Thus 
the reft in the third line of the i^rft pafihge fatis- 
fics the ear better than in the fourth, and the 
dofe of the fecond quotation better than c£ ihr. 
third. 

The evil foon 
Drawn back, redounded (as a flood) on tlioie 
From whom it^ritfig; imj^flOible to mix 
With bUJfednefi. 

— ^What we by day 
Lop overgrown^ or pnznei or propi or bind^ 

One 



V 



Z24 THI UMRLER. 

One night or two with wanton growth derides^ 
Tending to twild. 

The paths and bow'rs doubt not hut our joint hands 
Will keep from wildemeis, with eafe as wide 
As we need w^dk^ till younger hands ere long 
Affiftwj. 

The reft in the fifth place has the fame incon- 
venience as in the feventh and third, that the fjl- 
lable is weak. 

Beafl now with beaft 'gan war, and fowl withfowlf 
And fifh with fiih, to graze the herb all leaving, . 
Devour'd each other : nor flood much in awe * 
Of man, but fled Mm, or with countenance grim 
Glar'd 6n him pafsi^ig*. 

The nobleft and mod majeilick paufes which 
our verfiBcation admits, are upon the fourth and 
(ixth fyllables, which are both flrongly founded in 
a pure and regular' verfe, and at either of whicH 
the line is fo (tivided, that both ixfembers psulid- 
pate of Iiarmony^ 

But now at laft the fkcred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of heav*!! 
Shoots far into the bofom of dim night 
A glimm'ring dafwn : here nature firft begins 
Her farthefi verge, and chaos to retire. 

But far above all others, if I can give any credit 
to my own ear, is the reft upon the fixth fyllablci 
Avbich taking in a complete compafs of found, 
fuch as is fufficigat to conflitutc one of oqr lyrick 

xaeafurcN 
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tneafures^ makes a full and folemn clofc. Sotne 
paifages which conclude at this flop, I could never 
tead withoht fothb Arc^g eindtions 6f delight or 
admiration. 

Before the hills appear'd» or fountain fiowM 
Thou with th' etm^al Wifdom did'ft conycrfe, 
Wifddtn tiy filler ; arid' witli ^er did'ft play 
In prefente of th' Almighty Jt'iither* pleas'd 
With thy cclel!iaIyo«^. 

Or other worlds they feem'd, or happy iflcs, 
iLike thofe Hefjperiaii gardens fain'd of old, 
Fortunate fielBsi aAd groves^ and Aowr'y vales, 
Thric<^ Aapt^ iflb ! But v^ dwelt iiaftpy there^ 
He ibid not to eaqmri* 

^^hen God deicendcd ; ind, pcrnaps, once Aore 
To tdtM z\ i:^n*hXdim. 

If the t»c?fy 6f Mfltbn be ekathined, iMi fc- 
^rd td th^ t>auft8 dhd floW of Iriii teiTiis in^o eacK 
other, it will appear that he his perforitlffd all tha{ 
bur language wbuKi ddihit ; and th^ cotnparifon of 
his numbers with thofe who hkVe cultiViited th'd 
feme th^firier of writing, wifi (hew that hie etceU 

5^ ds much' in the lower a^ the higher parts of 
lis art, i^nd ihat his fkill ih harmony was not le() 
t&kn hii invention or his lie^iug. 
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Numb. 91. Tuespay, January 291 1751. 

Dulc'u iiuxperih eultura potttUu amici^ 

Eieper^us tneti^t. HoL 

To (:ourt the great ones^ and to footh their prfde. 
Seems a fwect talk to tho£e that never tryM ; 
But thofe that have ki^ow well that danger's near. 

. CsEtCI. 

THE Sciences having long feen their votarici 
labouring ibr the benefit of mankind withoat 
reward, put up. their petition to Jupiter for a more 
equitable diilribution of riches and honours. Ju* 
piter was moved at their complaints^ and touched 
with the approaching, n;jif5p^ies of men, whom the 
SQences, wearied with perpetual ingratitpde, were 
now threatening to forfake) and who would hare 
been reduced by their departure to feed in dens 
upon the mail of trees, tO; hunt their prey in d^ 
farts, . and to periih under the paws of aniinalf 
ftronger and fiercer than themfelves. 

A Synod of the cdeftials was therefore coo- 
vened, in which, it was refolved, that JPatropage 
fhould defcend JLo the afliftance of the ScieQCcs. 
Patronage was the daughter of Aftrea, by a mor- 
tal father, and had been educated in ^he Ichool of 
Truth by the goddeffes, whoui ihe was now ;ip* 
pointed to prote6t. She had from her mother 
ihat dignity of afped, which llruck terror into 
ffiHit merit; and from her miltrefs that referve which 
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Xiade tict only acceflible to thofe whom tHe Sci- 
ences brought into her prefence. 

She came down, with the general acclamation 
af all the powers that favour learning. Hope 
danced before her, and Liberality flood at her fide, 
ready to fcatter, by her direftion, the gifts which 
Fortune, who followed her, was commanded to 
fupply* As (he advanced towards ParnaiTus, the 
cloud which had long hung over it was immedi- 
ately difpelled. The (hades, before withered with 
drought, fpread their original verdure, and the 
flowers that had languifhed with chilnefs brighten^ 
ed their colours, and invigorated their fcents ; the 
Mufes tuned their harps, and exerted their voices ;: 
and all the concert of nature welcomed her ar- 
rival. 

On Pamafliis (he fixed her refidence, in a palace 
raifed by the Sciences, and adorned with what- 
ever could delight the eye, elevate the imagination, 
or enlarge the underftanding. Here (he difperfcd 
the gifts of Fortune, with the impartiality of 
Juftice, and the difcernment of Truth, Her gate 
ftood always open, and Hope fat at the portal, 
inviting to entrance att whom the Sciences num- 
bered in their train. The court was therefore 
thronged with* innumerable multitudes, of whom,- 
though many returned difappointed, feldom any 
had confidence to complain ;* for Patronage wa» 
known to negle6l few, but for want of the due 
claims to her regard. Thofe, therefore, who had 
folicited her favour without fuccefs, generally 
^thdrew from publick notice, and cither ^diverted 
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tb^ir attentiofi to n^c^i^r employpieatSy or pkk 
Toured to fupply their defici^ncif^s by clolera^ 
plication. 

In time, hoiyevef » the nuiTi\)er of thofe ^ho hi 
tn^fcarried ifi their pretenfions grew fo grea(, that 
they b^caote lefs aihaix}ed qif their repulfes ; vi 
ipfte^fl of hidipg their ^ifgrace ^n retirement, I» 
g^n to hcfipg^ the g^tes of tl^e palace, and to ob- 
ftrud^ the enti^nce 91 fuch as they, thought likdf 
%p be more c^reffed. The decifions of PatroMpj 
"^hp was bji^t lia}f f godd/efsy H^d been fometioig 
erroneous ; and though ({le alvirays ^^f^^ ^^^^ ? 
rectify her miftakes, a k\sr inflances of |ier faffi* 
bility eqcquraged ev^ry one to appeal JFrom i& 
jq4gfnent to. his c^wn^ fui^ ^hat ^f bfs comi^ioi^i 
who were always ready to clamour in the com- 
mpa caufey and el^p e^(^ 9\h^P with reciprocal 
iipplaui^. 

Hope was ^ (le^dy fnend to the difappoiptdi 
and Impudence ii|cited them to. accept afecpnd 
invitation, and lay tl^eii: claim belpre Pa^rona^ 
They (Were agj^p, for the fifoft part, fent back w4 
jgfipmf ny, ,bi|t found Hopf not alienatedy and Idd* 
pudence more refolvitely s^ealous ; ^hey thercfoit 
contrived ne^ e^^p^dients^ a|)d looped at la^ tq 
.prevail by their multitudes, y^rhich were always i|»- 
crealing, and their perfevengice, whiQh I^opc m 
jtmpudence forbade them to relax. 

Patronage ha;i^ing l^eefi long a ftr^pger to ^ 
heavenly aflenabljes, began to degenefate ^tow?T 
^erreftrial nature, and forget -^l^ PT^c^^i^ts^f Jl^' 
ti^e ^d Truth." Iiiftc^d of j?.opfoiing her fe.^ 



|Bp;tQ the <Sckticc8* (he fuiFered hfsrfdf, by little 
uid little, to contni^i ao acquaiat^oce yntk Pride^ 
ihe fon of Palfehood, by lyhofe .embraces (he had 
two daughters. Flattery and Caprice. Flattery 
iras nurfed by Liberality, and Caprice by For- 
tune, without any affiitance from the leffons of the 
jpciences. 

Patronage began openly to adopt the fentimenti 
•od imitate the manpers of her huibapd, by yfhofp 
Munion flie now dire6^ed her deciiions with very 
ktle heed to the precepts of T/ruth ; and, ^s her 
daughters continually gained UpQn.her aSe^ions* 
the Sciences loft their influence, till none fqupd 
much reafon to boaft of their reception, but thofis 
trhom Caprice or Flattery conduced. W Ifer 
throne. 

The throngs who had fo ilong waited and fp 
cften been dii'mifTed for wane of recommendation 
fiom the Sciences, were delighted to fee the 
power of thoiJe rigorous goddefTes tending to its, 
cxtin€kion. Their patroneifes noyr renewed their 
encouragements. Hope fmiled at the approach 
I of Caprice, and Impudence was alsyays at hand. 
lo introduce her clients to Flattery. 

Patronage had now learned to procure herfelf 
reverence by ceremonies and formsJities ; and in* 
ftead of admitting her petitioners to an immediate 
audience, ordered the antichamber to be ercdcda 
c^d among mortals the Hall pf Ei^QoAon. 
into this hall the entrance was eafy to.thofe whom 
In^udence had coniigned to Flattery* .and it was 
there£are crowded with a promi^uaus throngs 

Vol. IL V affcmblcd 
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affembled from every corner of the earth, pnft 
fing forward with the utmoft eagemefs of de* 
fire^ and agitated with all the anxieties of caa> 
petition*^ 

They entered this general receptacle widianknr, 
and alacrity, and made no doubt of fpeedy accd^ 
under the conduft of Flattery, to the prcfence d 
Patronage. But it generally happened that thcj 
were here left to their defliny ; for the inner doon 
were committed to Caprice, who opened and fluA 
them, as it feemed^ by chance, and rge6ied or ad- 
mitted without auy fettled rule of diftindion. Ii 
the mean time, the miferable attendants were kft 
to wear out their lives in alternate exaltation aal 
dejection, delivered up to the fport of Sufpidoa, 
who was always whifpering into their ear defigoi 
againft them which were never fonned» and of 
Envy, who diligently pointed out the good kt* 
tuile of one or other of their competitors. In- 
famy flew round the hall, and fcattered m^dem 
from her wings, with which every one was ftai» 
ed ; Reputation followed her with flower flightt 
and endeavoured to hide the blemifhes with paiitfi 
which was immediately brufhed away, or feparated 
of itfelf, and left the ftains more viiible ; nor were 
the fpots. of Infamy ever effaced, but with limpid 
water elfufed by the hand of Time from a wJ 
which fpning up beneath the throne of Truth. 

It frequently happened that Science^ unwilliog 
to lofe the ancient prerogative of reconunending ^ 
Patronage, would lead her foUowers into the mJ 
ef EtupcSimnf bttt.tbey were fbon difcouragc^ 
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R>m attending^ for not only Envy and Sufpicion 
Bceilantly tormented them, but Impudence con- 
idered them as intrudersi and incited Infamy to 
ilacken them. They therefore quickly retired* 
{Ut Celdom without fome fpots Which they- could 
parcely "waih away» and which (hewed that they 
lad once waited in th^ HaU of Expedat'ioru 
. The reft continued 1:9 ^xpe£): the happy jnoment. 
It which Caprice fhouU beckon them to ap^* 
koaic^ ; and endjeavoured. to propitiate her^ not 
Rith Homerical harmony^ the reprefentation of 

E:at anions, or the recital of noble fentiments^ 
t with foft and voluptuous melody, interming- 
led 'with the praifes of patronage and Pride,^ by, 
vhom they were heard at once with pleafure and 
•Ootdnipt; 

Some were indeed admitted by Caprice, when 
they leaft expe6led it, and heaped by Patronage 
with the gifts of Fortune, but they were from 
ilkal time chained to her^fOotilool, and condemned 
to regulate their lives by her ^nccs and her nods j 
they feemed proud of their manacles, and feldom 
complained of any drudgery, however fervile, or 
^y affrant, however contemptuous ; yet ihey 
were often, notwithftanding their obedience, fdeed 
•o a fudden by Caprice, divefted of their orna- 
Bicnts^ and thruft back into the HaU of Eixpeaa* 
turn. -^ 

Here they mingled again vwth the tumult, and 
aB, except a few whom experience had taught to 
feek happinefs in the regions of liberty, continued 
^ fpend hours, and days, and years, courting the 
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fmilc of Caprice by the arts of Flattery ; tiD 

length new crowds prefled in upon them, and dr 
them forth at different outleta into thtf habitati 
of Difeife, and Shame, and Poverty, and Defp 
where they parted the reft of their lives in ta 
tises of promifes and breachei of faith, of j 
and forrows, of hopes and difappointmetits. 

The Science*, after a thoufand indignitini 
tired from the palace of Patronage, and ha( 
long wandered ovet the World in gridf and difb 
vrere led at laft to the cottage of Independd 
the daughter of Fortitude j where they a 
taught by Prudence and Parfimony to tttpi 
ttiemfdvcit in di^ty and quiet. 

KuNB. 
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jFam nunc minaci murmure cornuum 

JPerfirifigis antes ^ jam lituiJirepunU HOR. 

; LiO ? now the clarion's voice I hear. 

Its threat'ni&g murmurs jpiorc^e n^ine ev ; 

yVnd in thy loies with britsieo breath 

Xbe tnimpet founds the charge of death. Francis. 

IT lias been long obferved, .that the idea of 
beauty is vagiie and undefined, ' different in dif- 
ferent minds, arid diverfified by time or place. It 
Las' been a term hitherto ufed to fignify that which 
ple^fes us we know not why, and in our approba- 
tioji of which we can juftify ourfelves onjy by the 
toncurrence of numbers, without much power of 
toforclng our opinion upon others by *aiiy argn- 
faeht^ but by example and authority. It is, in- 
deed, fo little fubjeft to the examinations of rea- 
foD, that Pafchal fuppofes it to end where demon- 
Jftiratfon begins,' and maintains, that without in- 
iDOiigVuity' and abfiirdity. we cannot fpeak of geo- 
metrical ie/2u(jy. 

To trace all the fources of that varibus pleafurc 
whic^ we afcribe' to the agency of beauty, or to 
difentangle all the perception^ involved in its idea, 
>R^ould perhaps, require a very great part 'of the 
Tife of Ariftotle or Plato. It is, however, in 
many cafes, apparent that this quality is merely rc- 
lativp and comparative ; that we pronounce things 
tieautifal becaufe they have fomething which we 
?gfee, for whates^er reafon, to call beauty, m a 

U3 greater 



1(34 "^^^ iLkHLihtii 

greater degree than we have been accuRomedb 
find it in other things of the famd kind ; and that 
we transfer the epithet as our knowledge increalbi 
and appropriate it to higher excellence when higher 
excellence comes within our view. 

Much of the beauty of writing is of thi& kind; 
and therefore Boileau jn(Uy remarks^ thsit die 
books which have flood the teft of tiitie, and beefi 
admired through all the changes which the mind 
of man has fuffered from the various revolutions of 
knowledge, and the prevalence of contrary cm* 
toms, have a better claim to our regard than anv 
modem can boaft, becaufe the long continuance oi 
their reputation proves that they are adequate to 
our faculties, and agreeable to nature. 

It is, however, the ta(k of criticifm to effabliili 
principles ; to improve opinion into knowledge ; 
and to diftingulfh thofe means of pleafirtg which 
depend upon known caufes and rational deduQion^ 
from the namclefs and inexplicable elegancies which 
appeal wholly to the fancy, from which wc zed 
delight, but know not how they produce it, and 
which may well be termed the enchantf effes of the 
foul. Criticifm reduces thofe regions of literature 
under the dominion of fcience, which have hi* 
the! to known only the anarchy of ignorance, the 
caprices of fancy, and the tyranny of prefcriptioni 

There is nothing in the art of verifying fo much 

expofed to the power of imagination as the accom* 

modation of the found to the fcnfe, or the reprc| 

fentation of particular images^ by the flow of tbj 

vcrfe in which tbey are t^^x^^^. "S^^tx^ '^n^ 

Iia$ ifliiumerable paSixgc^, «v >n>k^ V't^ ^^ ^ 
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*iap8' ht doie, dlfcDVen fifth rcfen^knces j and 
ince the attention of the pftrefcnt race of p&eticel 
readers feems particularly turned upon this fpecies 
j£ elegance, I fhaU endeavour to examine how 
nuch thefe conformities have been obferved by the 
poets, or direfted by the criticks, how far they can 
9e eftabliihed upon natiire and reafdn^ and 6h wha€ 
Dccafions they have been pratlifed by Milton. 

Plomer) the father df all poetical beauty, has 
been paritdilarly eilcbrated by Dionyfiiis of Hali- 
e^rh^ffu^', as be ihdti x>f cAl Iht poHs^ exhilnted the 
wreat<ft varttty of found, ** For there are/* fays 
nc, •• irinumeraDie pateges, in which Itijgth of 
^ iimej bulk of bcTdy, "extremity t)f ^aflion, and 
** (Ullnefs of repofe ; or in which, on the con- 
*• trary, brevity, fpecd, and eagernefs, are evidently 
*• marked out by the found of the fyllables. Thus 
** the anguiHi and flow pace with which the blind 
•* Polypheme groped oui with his hands the en- 
** trance of his cavt, are p^erceived in the cadence 
i^* of ihe verfea which defcribe it.** 

J^eantiroc the Cyclop raging witli his wound 
spreads his wide arms, and fearched round and rotind. 

The critick then proceeds to rtiew, that the ef- 
forts of Achilles Ilruggling in his armour againft 
the currfeht of a rivci*, fom^times rcfifiing and fome- 
tixQCS 'yielding tnay be perceived in the eliiibns of 

the 
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the fyllablesy the flow fuccefiion of the feet, aad 
the ftrength of the confonants. 

*JLirxt f^^^tuf^ai.' " ' - -m ' 

. ' So oft the furge, in wat*ry mountains fprea4. 
Beats en his back, or burfts upon his head, 
Yet dauntlefs ftill the adverfc flood he braves, 
And ftill indignant bounds above the waves, 
Tir*d by the tides, his knees relax with toil ; 
WalhM from beneath him, Aides the ilimy foIL Pon. 

• ^ 

When Homer defcribes the cnifti of men dalW 
againO: a rock, he colle6ls the mod unpleaOiig 
and har(h founds. 

Kezrf- ix ^ tyxi^aXog ^Uftttits f <t» ^(Vi if yamsh 



-His blood/ hand 



Snatched two, unhappy ! of my martial band. 
And dafti*d like dogs againft the ftony floor : 
I'he pavement fwinis with brains and mingled f^ 

Pori. 

And when he would place before the eye fome- 
thing dreadful and aftonifhing, he makes choice of 
the ftrongeH vowels, and the letters of the nw^ 
ilifficult utterance. 

Tremendous Gorgon £rown*d upon its field* 

Aod circling terrors ^*d th' cxpreflive fliieldw 

pope 

Ma&r 



Many other examples Dlcnyfius produces j but 
thefc will fufliciently fhew, that either he was fan- 
ciful,' 6f we have loft the genuine pronunciation ; 
for I know not whether, in any one of thefe in- 
ftancesy fuch fimilitude can be difcovered. It 
feemsy indeed^ probable, that the veneration vtrith 
which Homer was read, produced many fuppofiti- 
tious bi^tttie^ ; fdf thotigh it i^ ceitain, that the 
fou^d of i^iany of his vdfrles very juftly correfpouds 
with the things expfefled, yet when the force of 
lis ima£;ination, which gave him full pofTeffion of 
€vei*y ODJed^, is confidered, together with the flexi- 
bility of his language, of which this fyUables might 
b^ often c6htta£led or dkktied at pleafare, it will 
feemr tmfikely that fuch €fonf6rmity fhould hap^a 
fcfs frequently even vHthtmt defign. 

It ii not however to be doubted, thsit tTh-gil^ 
who wrote aniidft the light of criticifm, and who 
owed fo much of his fiicceU to art and labour,' cn- 
deavotifeo, among other etceU^ncies, to ^sthibit 
this fimilitude ; nor has he been lefs haip^y in this 
than ki the other graces of verfification. This fe- 
I hcity of his numbers was, at the revivai of leahi- 
ing, difj^layed with great elegance by Vida, in hi$ 
Art of. Poetry. 

* 

Haudfatis eft itUs utamqiie elaudere 'verfimt i ■ 
Omnia fed numerh tfbcum eoiieordibus aptantf 
Atquefono qiMacwwpte cantM imitoAturf ^ apta 
Vefborum faciei ^ tfUaJito earimnis ore* 
Nam diver/a opus eft 'vtiuti dare nt'erfibtu orad ' '^ 
Hie yfitiior motuque pedum^ ^ pemieibus alisf 
MolJe viam tacito lapjk per,ievia radh : 
Jlle autem membris^ ac mole igHavius irigem 

Inccdit 
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Inced'U tardo meliminefubfidendom 
JEcce aliqms fubit egregio pulchenimus ore^ 
Cui latum membris Venus omnibus afflat bonorm^ 
Contra alius rudisy informes oflendit ^ artusy 
lUrfutumque fuperciliumi ac caudam Jinuofam^ 
Ingratus *vifuy fonitu iilatabilb ipfa, 

• -Ergo ubi jam nauta fiumas fatts are ruentes 

Incubutre mari^ tndeas Jjmmare reduSis 
. Cowvulfum remis* roftnfque Jbridentibus aquor* 
Tunc longe fale Jaxa fonant^ tunc ^ freta ventii 

, Incipiunt agitata tumefcere : littore JluBus 
Illidunt raucOf atque refraSa remurmurat unda 
Ad /coptdosy cumulo in/equitur praruptm aq» 

mons * 
Qim *vero ex aho jpectdatus c/eruld Nereus 
Lemit m morem ftagnvy placidaque pabidisy 
Juibitur im3a vadis abies* mttat wiSa carina. — ^ 
Verba etiam res exiguas angt^fta Jequuntur^ 

' Ingente/que jwvant ingentia .*. ctmSa gigantem 
Vafia decent^ nmltus tmmanesy peSora laiOy 
JSt magni membrorum arttUy magna ojfa lacertlqat* 
Atque adeoyjiqtdd geritur molimine magno^ 
Adde moramy ^ pariter tecum quoque ^ferba iaboriKl 
Segnia .* feu quando vi multa gleba coaSis 
JEtemum frangenda ^dentibiisy aquore/eu cum 
Comua 'velataram obvcrtimus antennarum* 
At mora Ji fuerit damnoy properare jubebom 
Si fe forte cttn>a extuierit mala vipera terray 
Tolle moras y cape faxa manuy cape roboray pafor 
Ferte citi Jlammajy date teloy repelBte peftem. 
J^ etiam txtfus maty in pracepfque feratur^ 
Immenfo cum pr/eei^anj rust Oeeano nox. 
Ant cum ptreulfus gramter proatmbit bams boss 
Cumque etiam reqides rebus datuty ipfa quoque uifro 
Carmina pauiifper cttrfu cejfcnrt ^iddns 
In medio internet a : quierunt cumfretapontiy 
Poflquam aune pffuercy quiejcere protinus ipjiun 
Cemere erity mediiftrue htcseptisfiftere lierfiatu 
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^U dicam^fenior cum telum imMleJhie iSu 
Itfualidus jaciti l^ defeats 'viribtu ager ? 
Num quoque tmn verfus fegni pariter pede languet ' 
Sanguis hebet^ frigent effata in carpore *virej. 
Fortem autem juvenem deceat prorumpere in arceSf 
Mnjertiffe domosy proffra^aque quadrt^dantum 
PeSora peSorihus perrumpere^Jiemere turres 
IhgenteSy totoque ferum dare jwiera campo* 

Ti» not enough his verfes to complete^ 
In meaAire, number, or determin'd feet. 
To all proportioned terms he rauft difpenfe. 
And make the found a pid^ure of the fenfe : 
The correfpondent words tx^iOXj frames 
The look, the features, and the mien the fame. 
With rapid feet and wings, without. delay, 
This iwiftly flies, and fmoothly fkims away: 
This blooms with youth and beauty in his face^ 
And Venus breathes- on ev'ry limb a grace ; 
That, of rude form, his uncouth members ihowsy 
' Looks horrible, and frowns with his roueh brows ^ 
His monftrous tail in many a fold and wmd, 
Voluminous and vaft, curls up behind : 
At once the image and the lines appear. 
Rude to the eye, and frightful to the ear. 
Lo ( when the failors fleer the pond'rous ihips^ 
And plough, with brazen beaks, the foamy dcepsy 
Incumbent on the main that roars around, II 

Beneath the laboring oars the waves refound ; 5- 

. The prows wide echoing thro' the dark profound, j 
To the loud call each diftant rock replies : 
Tofl by the ftorm the tow'ring furget rife ; 
While the hoarfe ocean beats the founding ihorei . 
Dalh'd from the flrand, the flying waters roar. 
Flaih at the fhock, and gath'ring in a heap. 
The liquid mountains rife, and overhang the deep. 
But when blue Neptune from his car furveys 

And 



And c^nm at one regard t)ie raging fe^^y 
^tretch'd tikje a pieaceful laj&e ti^e d^ep fubiideiy 
^d the pkch'd veiTel o'er the .furface glides. 
Whfi^ thuig9 are finally the terms fhould flail be jp; 
^or Jbyr words pjieafe i^, when t^e theme is low- 
But vH^en fome gianty hprrible and grimt 
Enormo^ in his g^It, and yail in e^rry liii|by 
Stalks tow'riog on ; th^ fwelluig words n^ujl riie 
In juft proportion to the monfter's fize. 
If fome Uige weight Jiis huge ajTns firiye to fltovcf 
The verfe .too labours ; the throng'd wprds fcarce 

mpve. 
When each ftiff dod beaeathithe ponderous ploos^ 
€rumbles and^hceaks, th' encumber'd lines nmillbr. 
Nor kfs when pilots catch, the friendly gales* 
Unfurl their ihrouds, aod boiil the inade-ftretdi'^ 

fails. 
But if the .poem fuffers .from delay* 
Let the lines fly precijpitale.away» 
And when the riper ifiiiesirom the ^rake* 
3e quick ; with Ibnesy and brands, andike* attack 
His riling xrreft, and drive thie ferpent back. 
When night defcfiods^ or ihuin'd by num'rous firokcH 
And groaning* to the earth drops the vait ox ; 
The line Jtoo (hiks with cQrrefpQn4ent fpupd, 
Flat with the fieer, and headlong to the ground. 
When t^e wild waves fubiide and tempelU cea^e* 
And huih the roarings of the fea to peace ; 
So oft we fee the interrupted .ftrain 
Stop'd in the midft— tand with the fi^qit m.?in 
Paufe for a fpace — ^at lail it glides again- 
When Priam ftrains his aged azTns* to thrpw 
His unavailing jav'lln at tie foe ; 
^His blood congeal'dy and ev'ry nerve unfUrung) 
Then with the theme complies the ariiful ipiig ; 
Like him* the Solitary numbers 0ow* 
Weak* trembling* melanchQly, 1^,MdSpfr. 
. Not lb young Pyrrhns^ who with riipid force 

Sott 
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Beats idowo .eiabatdeA a^es in his touci^. 
The ragiijg yppth ^ traa^Wing Koft falU, 
BuriU her ikoiiigjgajtesy and^kes her lofty vf,2!li$ ^ 
Provokes hjis fly^ig courfer to tjie fpee^. 
In fi^ll career to charge the warlike ftecid ; 
He piles the field with inou|itain^ of the Hain ; 
He poursy he ftorms^ he thunders thn/ the plain. 

Fcom die ItaHan gardens Pope feems to have 
tcanfplanted this flawer, the growth of happier 
climates, iqto a foil le(s adapted to its nature, and 
leis favourable to its increaie.. 

Soft is the firain when Zephyr gcntiy blows. 
And the imooth ^eam >a (jv^iother nuiobers 6ows ; 
But when loud billows laPi the ib^ii^^^ i^^9 
The ho^Lrfe rpjugn verfe ihould like the torrent roar. 
• When Ajax ifarives foipe rock's yaft weight to throw. 
The line too labours, and the words move (low ; 
Not fo when fwlft Camilla fcours the plain, 

Flies o'er th' tmbendin^ com, and Ikims a4ong the 
main. 

From thefe lines, laboured with great attention, 
land celebrated by a rival wit, may be judged wha* 
can be expedled from the moil diligent endeavours 
after this imagery of found. The verfe intended 
to reprefent the whifper of the vernal breeze, muft 
be confefled not much to excel in foftnefs or volu- 
bility ; and the fmooth flream runs with a perpe- 
tual clafh of janing confonants. The noife and 
turbulence of the torrent is, indeed, diflin^lly 
imaged, for it requires very little fkill to make our 
language rough ; but in thefe lines, which men- 

Voi.. II X tion 
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tion the effort of Ajax, there is no partidbr 
heavinefs, obilru6lioii or delay. The fwiftnefc* 
Camilla is rather contrafted than exemplified ; wbj 
the verfe fhould be lengthened to exprefs fpce4 
will not ealily be difcovered. In the dad^ls vSd 
for that purpofe by the ancients, two fhort fjfii' 
l>le8 were pronounced with fuch rapidity, as to be 
equal only to one long ; they, therefore, naturally 
exhibited the a6l: of palling through a long fpace 
in a fhort time. But the Alexandrine, hj itf 
paufe in the midft, is a tardy and (lately meafoff; 
and the word unbendingy one of the moft fluggiili 
and (low which our language a(fords, cannot mu^^ 
accelerate its motion. 

Thefe rules and thefe examples have taught ocr 
prefent criticks to enquire very (tudioufly and mi- 
nutely into founds and cadences. It is, therefore^ 
ufeful to examine with what (l^ill they have pnv 
ceeded ; what difcoveries they have made ; and 
whether any rules can be eUablifhed which ooj 
guide us hereafter in fuch refearches. 
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Numb, gj- Tuesday, February g, ^T5^ 



'JExferiar quid concedatur in illos 



Quorum Siatfiinia tegitur cinis at que L^ttna, Jut, 

r 

More fafely. truth to nrge her claim prefttiDes» 
On names now found alone on books and tombs. 

THERE are few books on which more ti^ne 
is fpent by young iludents, than on treatifes 
which deliver the charad^ers of authors ; nor any 
which oftener deceive the expedation of the rea* 
jer, or fill his mind with more opinions which the 
progrefs of his ftudies and the increafe of his 
knowledge oblige him to refign. 

BaiUet has introduced his colle£Uon of the de* 
tsiions of the learned, by an enumeration of the 
pr^udices which miflead the criticky and raife the 
paflions in rebeUion againd the judgment. His 
catalogue, though large, is imperfe^ ; and who 
can hope to complete it ? The beauties of writing 
have been obferved to be often fuch as cannot in 
the prefent ilate of human- knowledge be evinced 
by evidence, or drawn out into demonftrations ; 
they are therefore wholly fubjeft to the imagma* 
tion, and do not force their eife^ls upon a- mind 
preoccupied by unfavourable fentiments, inor over- 
come the counterradion of a falfe principle, or of 
ftubbom partiality. 

To convince any man againft his will is hard, 
but to pleafe him agiainft his wiU is jufUy pro- 
nounced by Dryden to be above the reach of bu- 

X 3 niaa 
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tnan abilities. Intereft and pafiion will hold out 
long ag^inft the clofeft (lege of diagrams and fyHkh 
gifms, tii^ they are aBfolutefy inipregnablc to 
imagery and fentiment ; and will for ever bid de- 
fiance to the nioft powerful ftrairis of Virgil or 
Holner, tHougK they may give way in time to the 
bsitterks 6f i&ncKd of Archtm^deft. 

In traftlf*g tfcerifoi'd tfo tliii fentcnce of a critick, 
we are in danger not only from that vanity which 
exalts writerii t6o often to ihe digtiity of teachki^ 
what they are yet to leant, firom thslt ne^geAce 
which fometinies fti^aH^ npm the tatifk vigHant cans* 
•Itonr, find that falfibdity t6 whteh the condititM d 
ntftmre has fi^yjacf^- every hanian nudtiftiixydiiig ; 
but froth a thoufknd e^^nfiOk sihd acoidCtftad 
caufes, from every thing which cati txcit^ kifidocfil 
wr malbvoleucey v^nerati^ii or contempt* 
: Many of thofe who hafve determined with grert 
boldnefs, upon £he various degteei of literary merits 
may be juftiy fufpe6^ed of having parf&d feaieooe^ 
99 Seneca remi^ka of Claudiuk, 

Tina factum parte Mu^ta^ 
Sape et nuiki. 

y^ithout . much knowledge 6f the caufe before 
them : for it w^U not be eaiUy imaging 6f Lang'* 
bane, BprrlchituB^ or Rapin, that ihejr had very 
accurately perufed dl the books which they piai£e 
or cenlure ; or tliat, even if nature and learning had 
qualijied them' foi^ judg^s^.they could read for eier 
with the attention neC^iTdry to juil eriticifm. Suck 
perfqph^ilicea, however, sCre not wholly tri^ut 

tbdr 
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^lieir ufe; for they are/cdmrnQoly juft echoes to 
the voice of fame» and tranfmit Xh^ general fuf- 
frage of mankind when they hav^ no particukir , 
xnotives to fupprefs it. 

Criticks, like the reft of mankind^ are very frc* 
qnently mifled by intercft. The bigotry with 
which editors regard ^he authors whom they il-^ 
luftrate pr corre&^ has been generally rem.arked. 
Dry den was known to have written moft of his 
critical diiTertations only to recommend the work 
upon which he then happened to be emf^oyed 4 
and Addifon is fufpeded to have denied the 
expediency of poetical juftice^ becaufc his own 
Cato was condemned to periih in a good caufe. 

There arc prejudices lyhich authors, not other- 
wife weak or corrupt, have indulged without 
fcruple ; and perhaps fome of them are fo complt* 
(rated with our natural affedious, t}^t they cannot 
eafily be difentangled from the heaift. - Scarce any 
can hear with impartiality a companfon bes^wecjn 
the writers of his own and another country; ^nd 
though it cannot, I think, 'be charged equally on 
all nations, that they are blinded with thi^ literary 
patriotifm, yet there are none that do not look 
upon their authors with the fondnefs of affinity, 
and efteem them a"s well for the place of their 
birth, as for their knowledge or their wit. There 
IS, therefore, feldom much refpe£l due to compar 
rative criticifm, when the competitors are of dif- 
ferent countries, unlefs the judge is of a nation 
equally different to both. The Italians could 
jaot for a long time believe^ that th^re was any 
k9raiD£ beyond the mountains ; and the Fren^ih 

X 3 * ftcm 



feerti gericrdljr ^tffiitAtA^ thskt ^ef e are nb 
or reafoA^rs e<][ual to thieir owa.^ 1 cJto fcairccf^ 
<boncelve .thttf if StaHge^ hadi hoi confider^ bim^ 
felf as allied to Virgil, by hdttg borti in th^ 
fUme eG^htry^ he W&iAd hatb found his works €o 
tnuch fuf^rior to thofe of HdmUfi or hate thoaglit 
tlje cohtfoverfy worthy of to imich zeal, vtlie- 
rnehce^ sitld acHftiony. 

Tl<er^ ifl, indeed,- dni pi-^ttdic*, atid only ottcf 
by islitefe it mfiy be doUbttd Whethiii' it is afty dif- 
hondui" forticlitaes to be mi^mded. Griticifm \hti 
fo otitn giVeii bcblfidti to ikt e!rvidus and ill nai- 
tiired of gratifying thdr milignity, that finntf 
have thought it riecfeffary iti recommend the virtac 
of candour i^ithotit reftriAion, slhd to preclnde afl 
fat ure liberty df teftfurfe. Writers pofftffed with 
thift opinibii arfe contintmlly' enforcing civHity ind 
deceney, rfecdhirficftding td criticks the proper &* 
fidence of thertifelvcsj and inculcatilig tile venera- 
tion diik to ^6lebrated n^mes. 

I lim hot 6f bpinion that thefe pVoftlFdd enemio 
df irrogaricc and fcverity hav^ sittch more bcM^ 
''^olence or ihodefty thaii the reft of mankind ; or 
that they feel in their own hearts^ any other inten- 
tion thaiito diftiiiguifh themfekes by theh* foftnefs 
and deliclityi Some are riiod^ft bifcai^fe they are 
timorousi and tom6 are laviih of praife becaufe 
they hops to be repaid. 

- There is indeed fofhe tfehderttefs dde to lining 
writers J whch th^y.attjlck hcXie of thoft trntlo 
•which AYt of importance td thfe happinefe of mab- 
kifld, and having tothhiitt^d tio other offence tbati 
that of bctrayitig their oivn igtiottmcc Or dulrtels. 

I (houW 






ran kku^ita^ m 

(h^fUM think it tryrefty t^ cml6 an M^Ct ^ho 
ad ^r^Vdk^ i»« bifly by b^^j^in^ in tiiy eiy $ andi 

b'OifId ^ot willingly inleitupt the dfeUift of haHtf ^ 
tfs ftu^klky^ Of deh;f6y the jeft Which m^kea its 
ilftkc^ fekif^H. Yet I ^nft f^i* froth thinkitig thid 
endernefs univcHklly Acfifc^flkiy ; for h<S that Wtitti 
k&y ht c6li&dttti ^% A kiiid of g^n^al challei^er, 
fthom every ^m hks d %6t to attack { fin^e h^ 
^fs the GO^^^ii rktik ei life# ftepd forward b^i 
f^dd th^ tiftss and 6&ts Mi ilierit td th^ publick 

pr^e^ And no lihan ^afl jttftly Af|>ire td hokioiEr^ but 
gLt the bikard of difgffacc. 

But t^hatei^f bt decidtd doncerhing coht^m- 
porarie9y whom he that khoWs the treachery of 
the huitidti hearty and conddera how often we ^rt^ 
lify our own pride or envy under the appeartinc^ of 
contending for elegance and propriety , will find 
lunifelf not much inclined to diilurb; there can 
furely be no exemptions pleaded to fecure them 
from criticifm, who can no longer fuffer by re- 
(»toachy and of whom nothing now remains but 
their writings and their names. Upon thefe au- 
thors the critick is undoubtedly at full liberty to 
cxercife the ftri^efl feverity, fince he endangers 
only his own fame, and like ^neas, when he drew 
his fword in the infernal regions, encounters phan- 
toms which cannot be wounded. He may in- 
deed pay fome regard to eftablifhed reputation ; 
but he can by that ftiew of reverence confidt only 
his own fecurity, for all other motives ^re now at 
an end. 

The faults of a writer of acknowledged excel- 
lence 
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le&ce are more d^ngerous^ becaufe the influence of 
his example is more exteniive ; and the intereft of 
learning requires that they (hould be difcovered 
and fiigmatizedy before they have the fiaa^ioa of 
antiquity conferred upon them» and become pic- 
cedents of indifputable. authority. 

It has, indeed, been advanced by Addifon, as 
one of the charadierifticks of a true critick, that 
he points out beau^es, rather than faults v But it 
is rather natural to a man of learning and genioe, 
to apply himfelf chiefly to the iludy of writcn 
who have more beauties than faults to be difplaj- 
ed ; for the duty of criticifm is neither to deprc^ 
ciate nor dignify by partial reprefentations, but to 
bold out the light of reafon, -whatever it may dif* 
cover; and to promulgate the determinations of 
truth, whatever (he ihaU dictate. 



Nl/Ml* 
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• Bokus afqiie filar , 

yndesni—^pef obfidnttt catervttt 

EdtplUwi/ud viaor armd, H«». 

V 

Who keeps ftrift jaftiee fall in iig^t ; 
Who bids the crowd alt awful diftanc^ gaM> 
And virtue's arms vii^orioufly difplaja. ^ FRANCjf . 

TH^ tefcmblance of poetic Aunkbers, to th« 
fttfcjt^ vfbicb lihey mdntt6n or defctibe^ 
niay bb confidei^ atgbiiend or ptnrtiealar ; ai 
odi^fidtift^ in ibe flbw and ftmfkiire of a wbole 
j^alTa^ taken tQfgietber» or ab dompvifed in tbe 
found of fome em^atictd and deikriptive wordsi 
or ia tbe' cade^^ and harmony of (ingle verfes. 

The generalf re&mblanGe of the found to tkt 
fenfe ia to be foiind m every language which ad^ 
mits of poetry, in every Author vhoTe force of 
fancy enabks him to imprefs images llrongly oa 
his own nrind, and whofe cboice and variety df 
language readily ftr^plies hitn With jaft reprefen- 
tationst To fuch a vtrriter it is natural to change 
his meafiif£f vfiVX his fubk6^» even without any 
effort of thd undei'flandingy or intervention of 
the judgement; To involve joUity and tmith 
neceflarily tunes the voice of a poet to gay and 
(fri^htly nbtes, as it fires his eye with vivslc^ity ; 

and 
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and refleiflioD on gloomy fituations and di&ftroo 
events, will fadden his numbers, as it will cbod 
his countenance. But in fuch pafTages there is 
only the fimilitude of pleafure to pleafure, and of 
grief to grief, without any immediate applicatioo 
to particular images^ The fame flow of joyow 
▼erfiBcation will celebrate the jollity of marriage 
and the exultation of triumph ; and the fame km 
guor of melody will fuit the complaints of an ab- 
fent lover, as of a conquered king* 

It is fcarcely to be doubted, that on many oc* 
cafions we make the mufic which we imagine our- 
fdves to hear ; that we modulate the poem bf 
our own difpofition> and afcribe to the numben 
the cffedls of the fenfe. We may obfcrvc in lift, 
that it is not eafy to deliver a pleafant mefiage ifi 
an unpleafing manner, and that we readdy afi> 
ciate beauty and deformity with thofe whom for 
ally reafon we love or hate. Yet it would be too 
daring to declare that all the celebrated adapt^ 
tions of harmony are chimerical ; that Homer had 
no es^traordinary attention to the melody of \» 
verfe when he defcribed a nuptial feftivity ; 

Here facred pomp, and genial feaft delight^ 

And folemn oance, and hymeneal rite ; 

Along the ftrcet the new-made bridet are led^ 

With torches flaming to the nuptial bed ; 

The youthful dancers in a circle bound 

To the foft flute, and cittern's filyeribund.. • fefh 

that 
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Icat Vida was merely fanciful, when he fuppofed 
(Tirgil endeavouring to reprefent by uncommon 
fweetnefs of numbers the adventitious beauty of 
£nea8 ; 

Osf humer^fque DeoJimilU : namque ipfe decoram 
Cuefartem nato genitrix^ lumenque juiventa 
Purpureuntf Cff iatos octdis afflarat honoreu 

The Trojan chief appear'd in open fight^ 

Auguft in vifagey and ferenely bright. 

His mother goddefs, with her hands divine. 

Had formed his curling locks, and made his templts 

ihine; 
And giv'n his rolling eyes a fparkling grace^ 
And breath'd a youthful vigour on his face. 

Dryden. 

or that Milton did not intend to exemplify the 
harmony which he mentions : 

• 

Fountains ! and ye that warble as ye flow, 
Melodious murmurs ! warbling tune his praife. 

That Milton underftood the force of founds 
well adjufted, and knew the compafs and variety 
of the ancient meafures. cannot be doubted fince 
he- was both a mufician and a critick ; but he 
feems to have cpnfidered thefe conformities of 
cadence, as either not often attainable in our 
language, or as petty excellencies unworthy of 
his ambition ; for it will not be found that he 

baft 
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1^ 4w!ay« ajQSgqjed Cbe Ati^ie caft of nuobcrs ts 
^ f^mis pbf^0:3« He ^a^ giiten in tvo p&^ 
g§8 v^ry mioiijtje (Hcriptions of aagdk heanty, 
but though the images are nearly the fape» tk 
numbers will be found upon comparifon very dif* 
ferent. 

And now a tripling checub^ ^ippei^y 
Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 
Youth fmil'jd ce^cftialj anid to ey'jry Jjaab 
Suitable grace diffut^d / fo mjelt be fi^'d * 
Under a cwonet his fioFii^ h^ir 
In cjtrU on either ebeekpla/d: <wings beemorei 
Of many a coloured plume J^rinkled<iixitbgQld»^ 

Some of t]^ UuQS of tJiis defi:ription ace I^ 
xaarJbibiy defe£Uve in harmony, and therefuit 
by no means correfpondent with that fymmetii' 
€^ elegjipce and eafy ferjK:* ivlkicb they jaw fr 
tended to exhibit. The fi^une, howQiKr, is Ue 
ly compenfated by the reprefentation of Raphad) 
which equally deUghts the ear an<il iipagjaaapn. 

A feraph wingM : fix wings he wore to flude 
His lineaments divine ; • the pair that clad 
Each ihoulder broad, came mantljng o'er his breal 
With regal pmament : the middle pair 
Girt like a flarry zone his waift and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs, with downy goldy 
And colours dipp'd lu heaven i tlie third his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with featber'd^^. 
Sky tin(5lur'd grain i like Maia's ion he «tood» 
• ' And fliaok his plumes, th»t hc4v'jily fragrajjcc fill'4 
The circuit widc.-^*— 
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r^Kie adnmbradea of .paiticular aiid dtftiiifl im- 
kgcsioy -am cxa&and perceptible reTeitiblancC' of 
bisftdy 19 fometimes fbu^ed^ and fbmetnnesr cafaal. 
&veiy language!. has many 'word» fovcnednn iadta- 
ion of ^he iioifes' which they fignify. Such are 
^truiory' Balof uadf'B^atuj mdCatiti ;> aadin '^ngB/b 
to granuli to huzxy - to hifi, and to jarr. Words of 
d^s kind ' give to a< vcfrfe ' the proper fimilitude: tf 
found, -withpttt nuoh laboar of the. writer, and 
Eiich iiappinefs is thendbre lather to be-^tiibated 
to 'Tortaae than (kill; yet they are fbmetimes 
fcombiDed - with < great pvoprtety , ' acni undeiiiabiy 
Dontribute to 'chtorce: the impnifflon of the ' idea. 
We hear the psiffiBg arrow aa/tl^s lioe of Virgil ^ 

7h'impetnQai>iaT0W\ii)i22evoffthewiiig. '• Fori. 

and the creaking of hell-gates, in the defcription 
tJy'Mikonr; 

OpepHy 
^ith fftipetUdus recoil and jarring (bund - 
^h' Infernal doora; anfi on their binges grate 
Harih thunder. 

But many .beauties of this kind, which tbe mo- 

^deros, and perhaps the' ancients, have obfervedi 

feem to be the produfi of blind reverence ading 

.upon laiicj. Dionyikia himfelf tells ps/, that >the 

found . of Homer's .verfes fom«time8. exhibits the 

idea of corporeal bulk. Jsoot this a difcov^ 

^.Bcarly approaching to that oiT the )>lind man, who 

Yqu II. X afw 






after loiqf taqmrj into the nature of the £aM 
co^xniTf found that it reprefented nothing fo took 
as the clangour of a trumpet ? The reprefentatm 
power of poetick harmony confifts of found aol 
meafure ; of the force of the fylkbles fingly ooi» 
Qdered» and of the tune in which ttey ait pronoinw 
ed. Sound can- refembre- nothing but found, nt 
time can meafure nothing but motion and duratali 
. The criticksy however, have ftruck out ottr 
fimilitudes ; nor/s there any irregularity of nnir 
hers which credulous admiration cannot difcoiff 
ito be eminently beautifuL Thus the propriety d 
each of thefe lines has been celebnitod by writo 
whofie oj^nion the worldhas reaibn to regard ; 

J^ertituw inHrm eeluMf ^ rwt oeeano mt i Cd 

McMitiniQ the rapid heay^nt roU'd down the ligKt, 
And on the ihaded ocean ru(h*d the night. Dtf* 

itemitutf exanmijjtte tremens frocumMt htam hos4 * 

Down drop^ the beaft, nor needs a fecond wound ; 
But rpnwls in pangs «if death, and fpums the groosl 

DaYDift 

Farturiunf monHUi nafcHur ri£mliu mtu, > 

The mountains labour, and a moufe it horn. 

RoscomikAk 

If all thefe obfervations art juff, there mnft ^ 
fome remarkable conformity between the fu^ 
Aicceffioa of night to day, the fall of an ox uo^ 

aH^ 



\ blow, tuid the birth of a mouie from a mbun- 

lain J fince we are told of all thefe images, that 

hey are very ftrongly imprelTed by the fame form 

md termination of the verfe. 

We may however, without giving way to entbu* 

ia&n, admit, that fome beauties of this kind may 

le produced. A fudden ftop at an unufual fyllable 

nay image the 'deflation of a^on, ^x thepaufe of 

iifcourfjp ; and Milton has very happily imitated 

hsi repetitions of an echo : 

• • ■ » . 

I fledyUid oscd ont JSwiiS ^ 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and (igh*d 
From all her 'cavcty a,nd back relbxuidcd i&<ai;£. 

The*meafure or time in pronouncing may be va* 
led fo as very ftrongly to reprefent, not only the 
nodes of external motion^ but the quick or flow 
bcceffioQ of ideas, aad confequently the paflions of 
he mind. This at leail was the power of the 
pondaick ai\d da£^ylick harmony, but our language 
an I'eadi no eminent diverfi^es of (bund. We 
lan indeed fometimes, by encumbering and retard- 
ftg the line, fhew the d&cuity of a progrefs made' 
iy ftrong efforts and with frequent interruptions, 
r mark a flow and heavy motion. Thus Mil- 
m has imagined the toU of Satan &vgglkig 
brough chaos ; 

So he with diftcuky and lahovrlianl 
Mov'd on : with 4i^culty and labour hp-« 

[liV^he bay deiicribed the leviathans or whales r 

y 2- Wallowing 
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But hehaaat other times ncgl^cdTfich rcprefco* 
tations, as ftiay be obferved/m. the volnibilky^ and 
levity^ of .the(c/Jiiiei$t which' eiK{>pe&a»^iea tai4y 
sndreludaQt* 

DjeCccnt and/all - 
To xa U ^dvcrfe. Who but felt of 4ai^, , 
When the fierce ^oe hung oo our broken reaf 
Infulting, and purfu*d us* throtighrthe dcsep^ 
With what confufion and laborious flight 
We funk thus low ? OV. aieeat'iicafy^AB^ 

In another place, he defcribea, the gentle gli^ 
of ebbing waters in a line.reaiarkably. roug^h.airf 

halting ;- 

ifVipplbgcbb'; that ftdle 
With fdfV fooitowVd* thc<leep^w4i^iiowhadlbkfp^ 
Hiiflnicesu' . 

• 

II 18 jK>t indted: to berexpc^ed^ that the-focai 
fhouid* idways* affift the meaiiiii^ but it'^ oja^ 
lirrer to coitntevBift it<; aad^ therefore MikoB hm 
here certainly. coBimitte^ av fa»U like that of'tltt 
player, who looked* on thct earth < when he.insplofri 
ed'the-^hcftveosy and' taithe- hea^^s^whcfi he alk 
dreiTed the earth. 

Thofe who are determined to find in Milton ai 
aflemblage of all- the cxdettendesi which- have cfl* 
nobled all- other poets, will* perhaps be-blKinM 
that I do not celebrate. his verfification in higher 

tCflBIJ 



terms ; for thtere are r^en wbo dHccnrer that in 
this paflagCy 

So ilretch'd out huge in length the arch fiend lay, 

a long form is defcnbed in a long line ; but the 
truth is, that length of body is only mentioned in 
^Jlonv line, to which it has only the refemUance 
pf time to fpace, of an hour to a maypole. 

The fame turn of ingenuity might perform ^won- 
ders upon the defcription of the ark : 

« 

Then from the mountains hewing timber taU« ^ 

Began to build a vefTel of huge1>ulk ; 

^eafur*d by cubit» length, uid breadth, and height. 

In thefe lin^s the poet apparently deiigns to fix the 
attention upon bulk ; but this is effeded by the 
tnumeration, not by the meafUre ; for what ana- 
logy can there be between modula;ions of found, 
ind corporeal dimenfpns ^ 

Milton, indeed, ieems only to* have regarded 
this fpecies of cmbellifhment fo far as not to re- 
ie6t it when it came unfought ; which would often 
kappen to a mind fo vigorous, employed upon a. 
{ubje6t fo various and extenfive. He had, indeed, 
a greater and a nobler work to perform ; a (ingle 
ientiment of moral or religious truth, a fingle im- 
l^e of life or nature, would have been cheaply loil 
for a thoufand echoes of the cadence to the fenfe ; 
apd he who had undertaken to vindicate the ways of 
^(fdto ma9f might have been accufed of negleding 

Y3 his 
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bis caufcy had- lir lavtHicd' mnch af''liiB-atte8tk>l 
upon fyllablcs and founds. 



^r* 
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fatau demrum ewtitf^ \^ atfrtquens^ 
InJanientU dmm fmpiemii^ 

Confultus erro ; munc retrorfum 

Vela dar^f atjve iterare cmrjut 
Cogor reli&os, Hfil* 

A fugitive fi"om Kcav'fi and- prayer, 
I mock*d at all religious fear. 

Deep fdefic*d in the maay lore 
Of mad philofophy ; but now 
Hoi0 fail, and back ty voyage plow 

To that Blefl harbour which I left btforcw P»A!ic» 



To the RAMBLt!R. 

SIR, 

THERE are many difeafes both of the boiy 
and mind, \Nhich it is far eafier to prevent 
than to cure, and therefore I hope you will tWnb 
me employed in an office not ufelefs either to lean- 
ing or virtue, if I defcribe the fynyptom* of afi ior 
telie6lual malady, which, though at firft- it feizw 
only the pafTions, will, if not fpeedily remedicdf 
infect the rcafon, aT\d ^otcv \^ii%x\^ \W. ^V^^loiBf 
o/iaowlcdgc, proceed VikVttc^t vq ^^tSb-^^ ^^^x^j^ 



VHE RAMBLER. 2^9^ 

t wm born in the houfe of difcord^ My parents 
of unfuitable s^es^ contrary tempcre, and dif« 
&rent rdigions, and therefore employed the fpirit; 
and. acutenefs. which nature had very liberally be« 
itowed upon both, in hourly difputes, and incef- 
fant contrivances to deted; each other in the wrong ; 
fo that from the firib exertions of neafon I was: 
bred a difputant, trained up in all the art& of do- 
meflack' fophiftry, initiated; in a thoufand low ftra- 
tagems, nimble (hifts, and fly concealments ; verf-' 
cd in all the turns of altercation, and acquainted^ 
irith- the whole difcipline offitu&ng and proving. 

It was neceffarily my care to preferve the l^nd« 
nefs of both the controvertiits> and therefore I had 
very early formed the habit of fufpending my judg- 
ment, of hearing arguments with indif&rence, in- 
dinibg as occafion required to either fide, and of 
holding myielf undetermined between them> till I 
knew for what opinion I might conveniently de^ 
da^e. 

Thus, Sir, I acquired- very early the fkiUof dif- 
putation ; and as we naturally love the arts in 
which we believe ourfelves to esccel, I did not let 
my ^l^lities lie ufeleic, nor fuffer my dexterity to be 
loft for want of pradlice. 1 engaged in perpetual 
wrangled vnth my fchoo^feUows, and was never tc» 
be convinced or reprefled by any other argument* 
than blows, by which my antagonifts commonly 
determined the contFoverfy, as I vras, like the Ro- 
man orator, much more eminent for eloquence than 
courage. 

At the unlverfity I found my predominant am* 
bkion cotnpkloly gratified^bf tb< ftady oflogick. 
^ ' 1 impreffei 
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I iinprcfied upon my memory a thouiaiid azkxnSi 
and ten thou^ind diitindioDS, pra&i£ed crcry forai 
of fyllogiGoiy pailed all my days in the (choobof 
difputation, and flept every night with Smigkcini 
on my pillow. 

You will not doubt but fuch a genius was (boo 
raifed to eminence by fuch application ; I was ce* 
Icbrated in my third year for the mofb artful op* 
ponent that the univerfity could boaft, and became 
the terror and envy of all the candidates for philo* 
fophical repuution. 

My renown, indeed, was not purchafed but at 
the price of all my time and all my ftudies. I 
never fpoke but to contradid, nor declaimed bnC 
in defence of a pofition univerfally acknowledged 
to be falfe, and therefore worthy, in my opinioD, 
to be adorned with all the colours of falfe repre- 
fcntation, and ftrengthened with all the art of fal" 
lacious fubtility. 

My father who had no other wl(h than to feebb 
ion richer than himfelf, eafily concluded that I 
iliould diftinguifh myfelf among the profeflbrs of 
the law ; and therefore, when I had taken my firft 
degree, difpatched me to the Temple with a ps^ter* 
iial admonition, that I (hould never fuffer myfelf to 
feci ihame, for nothing but modefty could retard 
my fortune. 

Vitiated, ignorant, and heady as 1 was, I bad 

not yet loft my reverence for virtue, and therefcffe 

could not receive fuch dictates without horror | 

but however was pleafed with his determinatioD 0» 

my courk of life, becaufe Vvt ^'&c^^ m^\Tv >i^^ nw^^ 

that icads fooncft from xii^ ^cdw^eL ^«^^ 
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difiriplinc} and * education^ to the open fields of U« 
bcrty andcliDice. 

L .was now in the place where, every, one catches .* 
the conta^on of. vanity^ andfooa began to di£*. 
tinguiflt niyfelfiby.fophifms aad|)axadaxe8»^ I de- 
clared war againftallreceiTedopiniona and eftabliflv* 
ed^ndea, andi levelled; my: batteries particularly, 
igainft thofe univerfal' priiiudples which had flood • 
Unfliakenin a]iithe;viciifitude8 ofliterature) and are* 
confidieredias. the ittviokble temples, of truth* or 
the impregnable bulwarks. of. fcience^ 

. Irapplird i n»yfelf chiefl.y to thofe. parts .of learn- 
ing whiob.hajre' filled I the world i with doubt andi 
perplixity, and icoiild (readily produce aU the argut 
nientt' relating, to matter andi nu>tion» time. and. 
fpace, identity, andinfinity. 

I was equally, able andi equally willing to main* 
tticf the fyftem- of Newton or Defcartes, and> fa4 
voured :occalioDaUy the hypothefis' of. Ptolemy^ ott 
that of Copernicus. I fometimes exalted vege- 
tables to fea£e». and fpmctimes degraded animals ta 
mechanifm. 

Nor was 1 lefs. inchncd to. weaken, the credit of 
hiftory, or perplex* the do£lrines of polity. I wasi. 
dl?ways of the party, which L heard: the company^ 
CDndemn* 

Among the zealots, of liberty I could harangue. 
with great copioufncfsupon the advantages of abfo« 
lute^ monarchy, thefecrecy of.its.counfds, and the 
expedition of its meafures; and often celelurated 
the blei&ngs produced by the extindion. of. parties^ 
and preclufion of debates. 

Among the afiertors of regal. authorityy I never 

failed 
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failed to dedaim with rq>ublican warmtli npot 
the original charter of univerfal liberty, the comip* 
tion of courts, and the folly of voluntary fubmii&oQ 
to thofe whom nature has levelled with ourfdvca. 

I knew the defedU of every fcheme of govern- 
ment , and the inconveniencics of every law. I 
fometimes (hewed how much the condition of man^ 
kind would be improved, by breaking the world 
into petty fovcreignties, and fometimes difplayed 
the felicity and peace which univerfal monardiy 
would difFufe over the earth. 

To every acknowledged &B, I fomid inoomer- 
able objedtions $ for it was my rule, to Judge of 
hiftory only by abfbra6ted probability, and there- 
fore I made no fcnijde of bidding defiance to tcf- 
timony. I have more than once queftioned the 
cxiilence of Alexander the Great ; and having 
demonilrated the folly of ere6king edifices like the 
pyramids of Egypt, I firequendy hinted vaj fuf- 
picion that the world had been long deceived, and 
that they were to be found only in the narratives of 
travellers. 

It had been happy for me could I have confijie4 
Icepticifm . to hiftorical controverfies, and philo- 
, fophical difquifitions 4 but having now violated 
my reafon, and accuilomed my fell to enquire not 
after proofs, but objections, I had perplexed truth 
with £alfehood, till my ideas were confufed, my 
judgment embarrafTed, and my intelle6ls diftotted. 
The habit of confidering every propofition as alike 
uncertain, left me no teft by which any tenet could 
be tried ; every opinion prefented both fides yotk 
lequal evidence, and my fallacies began to operate 



, ttpon my own mind in more important enquiries* 
it was at lali the fport of mj vanity to weaken the 
obligations of moral duty, and efface the difUnc- 
tions of good and evil, till I had deadened the fenfe 
of convi6tion» and abandoned my heart to the 
fluduations of ttncertainty, without anchor and 
without compafe» without fatisfadion of curioiity» 
. or peace of cbnfcience, without pnndples of 
reafon» or motives of adUon. 

Speh is the hazard of repreifmg the firft percep- 
tions of truth, of fpreading for diverfion the fnares 
of fophiftry, and engaging reafon againft its own 
: determinations. 

The difproportions of abfurdity grow lefs and lef» 
vidble, as we are reconciled by degrees to the defor- 
mity of a miftrefs ; and falfehood, by long ufe, it 
aifimilated to the mind, as poifon to the body. 

I had foon the mortification of feeing my con- 
versation courted only by the ignorant or vncked, 
by either boys who were enchanted by novelty, or 
wretches, who, having long difobeyed virtue and 
reafonr*were now defirous of my afliflance to de- 
throne them. 

Thus alarmed, I (huddcred at my own eomip- 
tion, and that pride by which I had been feduced, 
' contributed to reclaim me. I was weary of con* 
tinual irrefolution, and a perpetual equipoife of the 
mind ; and afhamed of being the favourite of thofe 
who were fcomed and ihunned by the reft of mankind. 

I therefore retired from all temptation to dif- 
pute, prefcribed a new regimen to my underftand- 
ing, and refolved inftead of rejeding all eftabliAi- 
^d opinions which I could not provCi to tolerate 

though 
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tHcmgh^not adopt all trhichl could ' not ccmfirft 

I'&^rbore to heat my imagraatioa withfietdl«& 

- contrbverfi^Sy to difci^s <{ueftioii9 confefTediy «- 

' catain^^and refrained ^fteadily frdm gratifying off 

vanity by the fupport of faifehood. 

* By this- method ' I am at length' recovered frato 

• niy argumetital deliritim, and ' find myfdf in- ^ 

'flate of one awakened from the confafion aid 

tumult of a feverifh dream. I rejoice Sa the o(lr 

' pofTeffion bf evidence and reality, and ftcp'on froa 

truth to' truth with confidence and <quiet. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

PERTINAX, 
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Numb.. 96. SATVuDAYf- February 16, 1751. 

^wdji Plahnirmufa perfonat verum^ 

^uod guifque difcit^ immanor rtcordatur* ^o E T Hlf i 

Truth in Platonic ornaments bedeck^, 
Inforc'd we love, unheeding k-ecolkft. 

IT is reported bf the Perfians, by an andetf 
writer, that the fum of their education confift* 
ed in teaching yotith to t\de^ tojboot wib tbcbtw^ 
f- mnd t9'fpeak truth • 

The bow and the horfe^w^re eafily mafteved, bst 
it would have been happy if we had been infomvi 
'by vrhat art9 veracity wa9 cnltivlated) and by friK 

ipreferwM 
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prefcrvatives a'Perfian mind was fecurcd again ft the 
temptations to falithood. 

■There are indeed, in the prefent corruption of 
mankind, many incitements to forfake truth ; the 
need of palliating our own faults, and the conveni* 
ence of impofing on the ignorance or credulity of 
others fo frequently occur : fo many immediate 
evils. are to be avoided, and fo many prefent grati- 
^fications obtained, by craft and delufion, that very 
few of thofe who are much entangled in life, have 
fpirit and conftancy fufRcient to fuppOrt them in 
die fteady practice of open veracity. 

In order that all men may be taught to fpeak 
truth, it is neceffary that all likewife (hould learn to 
hear it ; for no fpecies of falfehood is more fre- 
quent than flattery, to which the coward is betray- 
ed by fear, the dependent by interett, and the 
friend by tendernefs : Thofe who are neither fer- 
vile nor. timorous, are yet defirous to beftow 
pleafure ; and while unjuft demands of praife con- 
tinue to be made, there will always be fome whom 
hope, fear, or kindnefs, will difpofe to pay them. 

The guilt of falkhood, is very widely extended, 
and many whom their confcieuce can fcarcely 
charge with Hooping to a lie, have vitiated the 
Qiorala of others by their vanity, and patronized 
the vice which tliey believe themfelvcs to abhor. 

Truth is, indeed, not often welcome for its own 
fake ; it is generally unpleafing, becaufe contrary 
to our wifhes and oppofite to our pra£tice ; and as 
our attention naturally follows our intercft, we hear 
bjjw flingly what we are afraid to know, and foon 

Vol. II. Z forget 



266 THE ilAMBXBrK. 

forget what we have no inclination to imprefs upoa 
our memories 

For this reafon many arts of infliru^ion have 
been invented, by which the relu^ance againfl tnitk 
may be overcome ; and as phylick is given to 
children in confediions, precepts have been hidda 
under a tlioufand appearances, that mankind nof 
be bribed by pleafure to efcape deilru6iioD« 

While the world was yet in its infancy ^ Truti 
caAie among mortals frqm above, and Falsi* 
HOOD from below. Truth was the daughter of 
Jupiter and Wisdom ; Falsehood was tlie 
progeny of Fol l y impregnated by the wind. Thq 
advanced with equal confidence to feize tlie 
dominion of the new creation, and as their enmity 
and their force were well known to the celeftiaU 
all the eyes of heaven were turned upon the 
conteft. / 

Truth feemed confcious of fupcrior power asd 
jufter claim, and therefore came on towering and 
majeftick, unafliiied and alone ; Reason indeti 
always attended her, but appeared her follower, 
rather than companion. Her march was flow and 
fiately, but htx motion was perpetuaUy progrefiiTei 
and when once ihe had grounded her foot, neither 
gods nor men could force her to retire. 

Falsehood always endeavoured to copy tlie 
mien and attitudes of Truth^ and was very fuo 
ccfsful in the arts of miniickry. She was rurround* 
ed, animated, and fupported by innumerable legiotf 
cf appetites and pafHons ; but, like other fedk 
commanders, was obliged often to receive law fro* 
ker allies. Her motions were fi^deui irregubri 

aoi 
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tnd violent ; for flic had no fteadinefs nor con* 
lancy. She often gained conquefts by hafty in- 
rurfions, which (he never hoped to keep by her 
)wn (Irength; but maintained by the help of the 
pailionsy whom flic generally found refolute and 

faithfuU 

It fometimes happened that the antagonifts met 
in full oppofition. In thefe encounters, Falsf- 
lioOD always invefted her head with clouds, and 
commanded Fraud to place ambuflies about her. 
in her left hand flie bore the fliield of Impudence, 
lod the quiver of Sophistry rattled on her 
flioulder. All the paffions attended at her call ; 
Vanity clapped her wings before, and Obstin- 
acy fupported her behind. Thus guarded and 
lifted, flie fometimes advanced againft Truth, 
and fometimes waited the attack ; but always en* 
deavoured to flcirmifli at a diilance, perpetually 
fliifted her ground, and let fly her arrows in dif- 
ferent dire6lions ; for flie certainly found that heir 
ftrcngth failed, whenever the eye of Truth darted 
full upon her. 

Truth had the awful afpe6i though not the 
thunder of her father ; and when the long con- 
tinuance of the conteii brought them near to one 
anothei«, Falsehood let the arms of Sophistry 
fall from her grafp, and, holding up the fliield of 
Impudence with both her hands, (hettered hcrfelf 
Mnongft the paifions. 

• Truth, though flie was often wounded, always 
recovered in a fliort time ; but it was common for 
the (lightell hurt, received by Falsehood, to 
rpread its malignity to the neighbouring parts, ancl 
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to buril ppe)[k ag^ vfikctk it £€^fn€^*to hayebepli 
cured. 

TIa Li E^H OQD, in E: {{kOf ^ tiip€» Fquii^ JUy e^ pjeriencc 
tUat her fiiperiqrity,co;nil(ted only; in the celerity of. 
hjercourfe, akn4,th€,ch?wiges of h^r ppAwc, She., 
therefore ordered Suspicion to beat the gT0ua4: 
before her, apd •avoided with great care to crofs the 
viBj qf Trut*^, whp, as (he, never varied her point, 
bjut moved conilanitly upon th^ fame Hn£» was eafilj. 
efcaped.by the obhque and deC^ltory^ ipovexDentj;, 
thf qvi«ek, r^^e^ts and. a&ive/ doubles^ wbicji 
IS A.ps^<HQoo. always pra^ifod, whej). the epc^y. 
IsNegaa to rajfe. terror by. her appro^cht 

By. this. pjcoQedure^FAiiSi-iHOOD. every, hpur^cD? 
Q-Qaqhed^pon the worjdi apcl ext^nd/^.her.einpii^ 
tj^-oughv ail. climejB and- regions, WhcrcvcTj A^ 
carri^ her viaqries. ihe. left the, Ba^^ion^ iu fA 
authprity behind her ; who were, ib well pls9iA 
with coauoandf that, they held Qut. with .gresit ob* 
fiinacy. when Tkuth came tQ fei^e, their {H>fi% 
an.d' q^ver ftuled to regard, her progrefs, though 
they could not always ftopit : They .yielded at w 
with great reluftance, frequent. rallieBy apd fidleii 
fubmifiioa ;. ajid always inclined. tQ revoU when 
DaiUTiH. ceaied to awe them by her.imqpiediaite pi^ 
fence. 

Tr.ut», who, when fhc firft defqcnded; frpBl 
the heavjenly palaces> expej^ed to have beiCB re- 
ceived by univerlal acclamation, cheriihod with 
kindnefs, heard, with obedience, and. invited to 
Ipread her influence from province to proviDce* now 
fuui\d> that wherever (he camie, (he muft force ha 
paffage. Every intclledi was. precluded by Pm- 

JUDIC£f 
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JUBICB, and cv^ry heart preoccupied by Passion, 
She indeed advanced, but fhe advanced flowly ; 
smd often loft the conquefts which fhe left behind 
her, by fudden infurre&ions of the appetites, that 
{hook off their allegiance, and ranged themfelves 
again under the banner of her enemy. 

Truth, however, did not grow weaker by the 
ftruggle, for her vigour was unconquerable ; yet 
(he was provoked to fee herfelf thus baffled and 
impeded by an enemy, whom fhe looked on with 
contempt, and who had no advantage but fuch as 
fhe owed to inconftancy, weaknefs, and artifice* 
She therefore, in the anger of difappointment, 
called upon her father Jupiter to re-ellablifh her 
in the fkies, and leave nuankind to the diforder and 
mifery which they defervcd, by fubmitting wij^agn 
ly t o the ufurpation of Fa l s e h o o d. 

Jupiter compafTionated the world too much to 
grant her requeft, yet was willing to eafe her 
labours, and mitigate her vexation. He com^mand* 
cd her to confult the mufes by what methods fhe 
might obtain an eaQer reception, and reign with- 
out the toil of incefTant war. It was then dif-t 
covered, that flie obftru^cd her own progrefs by 
the feverity of her afpeft, and the folemnity of her 
dictates ; and that men would never willingly ad- 
mit her, till they ceafed to fear her, fince by giving 
themfelves up to Falsehood they feldom made 
any facrifice of their eafe or pleafure, becaufe fhe 
took the fhape that was moft engaging, and al- 
ways fuffered herfelf to be dreifed and painted by 
Desire. The mufes wove, in the loom of 
Pallas, a loofe and changeable rpbci like that in 

T- 3 whicl^ 
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which Falsehood captivated: her s^dinirers. ; ytSniik 
this they inveftcd Tr,uth, and; named, her Fic- 
tion. She now went out again to conquer with, 
more fuccefs ; for when (he demanded' entrance o£ 
the Passions, they often, miftook her. for Vaxsmt 
HOOD, and delivered up. their charge : but whea 
ihe had once taken pofitdfion^ fhe waa foon difipb« 
ed by Reasoh, and. (Hone out, in her original 
formy with, native effulgence andreliffleb dignity. 
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Numb. 97, Tuesdays February. 19, 1^751 • 



JPacunda culpa fecula nuptias 
Prlmum inquinavtre^ t5* gtnus^ tif donfos. 
Hoc font e derivata clades 

Inpatricun populumquejluKiL Hoi. 

Fruitful of crimes, t^iis age firf): ftain*d 

Their haplcfs of&pringy apd pro£an*d 

The nuptial bed ; from whence the woei, 

Which various and unnumber'd rofc 

From this polluted fountain head, 

O'er Rome and o'er the nations fpread. Fkancis. 

THE reader is indebted for this day's enter- 
tainment to an author from whom, the agre 
lias received greater favours^ who has enlarged & 

knovtkdgc 




Isnowjiedge of hi)ma,n nature, and, taifgl^t th^ paf* 
fipqs to iQQve a,t) t)ie command of virtu^. 

ro the RAMBLER. 

rH!^,Njthe SpiECTA,TOR was^ljrfli publjfhed 
in fingle papers, it g^ve me fp ipuch plea- 
fjareth^l:. it i^ onp pC tie Cayoprite awufements of 
W age to.riQCjpIlpfJl it ;. apd w.^en \ refleA on the 
Jtoiblespf thofe times, a^, defcrilsed in that ufeful 
isforl^ ai)d compare then> with, the yiq^s npw reign- 
ing ap[io;ig usy I cannot but wiHi tjbat you wpi|14 
pften^r. t^ke. cogni;5anQe of the ipanners o£ the 
bgUer, h^f pfj thfi human fpecjies, tljat if your pre- 
cepts and obfervations be carried down to ppfterity* 
t)i^ S^PECTATpRs. ipay fh^w to. the rifing genisra- 
Upji what w(;r€ the fafliipnable follies of their 
grandmothers, the R.a»*,bl^i^ of their mothers, 
and that from both they naay di^\y infljruftion and 
w^roing> 

When Ir^adthofe Spectatqus which took no- 
tig^ of thi^ mifbehaviour of young women at 
^hiMr^h, by which they vainly hppe to attraft adr 
Qoi^ers^ I vfc4 to, pronounce fiiph forward yojung 
Votpei), Seeker^, ija order to diftinguiih them by 4 
ipark of infaipy from tbofe who ha.d patience and 
4ecency to ftay till they were (ought. • 

But I have lived to fee fijch a. change in th^ 
^lafliversof wpi»?i)» that I would no.w be wiUiug to 
<;pmp«>pnflr \vit^i ^hen:^ for that jiajne, althougK I 
then thought it difgraceful enough, if they, would 
ieferre- 0% yfprfe.^ fiocc npvf tbey are too .ge- 
nerally 
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nerally given up to negligence of domeftxk 
bufinefs, to idle amufements, and to wicked rack- 
etSy without any fettled view at all but of fquander- 
ing time. 

In the time of the Spectator, excepting fome- 
times an appearance in the ring, fometimes at a good 
and chofen play, fometimes on a vidt at the houfe 
of a grave relation, the young ladies contented 
themfelves to be found employed in domeftick 
duties ; for then routes, drums, balls, afiemblics, 
and fuch like markets for women, were not known. 

Modefty and difSdence, gentlenefs and meek- 
nefs, were looked upon as the appropriate virtues 
and charadleriftick graces of the fex. And if i 
forward fpirit pnfhed itfelf into notice, it was ex- 
pofed in print as it deferved. 

The churches were almoil the only places where 
fmgle women were to be feen by ftrangers. Men 
went thither expelling to fee them, and perhaps 
too much for that only purpofe. 

But fome good often refulted, however impro- 
per might be their motives. Both fexes wrcre in 
the way of their duty. The man muft be abandoned 
indeed who loves not goodnefs in another ; nor 
were ttie young fellows of that age fo wholly k>ft 
to a fenfe of right, as pride and conceit has iince 
made them afFeS to be. When therefore they law 
a fair one, whofe decent behaviour and cheerful 
piety ihewed her earned in her firft duties, they 
had the lefs doubt, judging politically only, that 
jhe would have a confcientious regard to her 
fecond. 

With what 9r4our have I feen watched for, the 

riOng 



rifing; of^ ajcpc^lii^g.. b^ifty..;. a^d what a^4^tional 
cHarmshas devotion given to her recommunic^^d^ 
Features ?' , 

The. men . w.ere of^ten, , the t^etter .. for, wl^at they . 
ii^e^d* 5yefi ^ , S^v»l v^ jonce, found. p,ropl^efying . 
axHpj\g the. {xroph/etSjwr^ni he l^dfet.out to^d^f-r 
tr9y* . Tp a, m^n thu8,.pu^ iiji^ood humo,ur hy, 
a^ pl^ijpng. objedl, religi9n .it{e]!f loojl^e^ ; mpre ami- 
a|>lef T/ie. me^. s.p.^K^H? o/, the SFtc.TATpa's, 
time loved the holy place for the objed^'s f^ke, 
azi/d« l^ved'thc ob|e$,f(»;r l^er ruil|a)>lej behaviour 

^evej-e^e , toii^td - witl^ , their Iqvci, ^n,d they, 
thought thj^ta.ypung lady ofifu^higftP^iprjWpk^, 
ijjuft b«i;afldreflc4:oply bj,the.C[^n,Wjhft at lealfe 
Iliad? a.ft^w.of g9qd:PTiiifiipl9P,^w}ietfcc,r;his>eart 
vras yet quite right or not. 

Nor didthie ypviflg lady's behaviour, at.any time 
affile. fcrvke, l^ffen tl^t^ reyerence, IJer.ey^.were 
her oiyD} her ca^a the preacher^ 'W^pmep. are a}-* 
ways mpftf obfcrvedwrjieiithey fpiem tl^emfelves.leaft 
to ol^erves or to. lay out for obfevvatipn. The 
eye of a rcfpeftful lover l^y^s, rather to receive 
conlidfnce frqro th^ withd^wn eye. of the fair-one, 
than to fi(id itfelf obliged jtp retreat, 

"Vyi^erf a. ypung gcn^JeBi<|r^'» affedipn wa$ thu^ 
lapdablyengagedi be, purfp^4 lite. natural didates ; 
Iceepin^ the;i was. a. rac^i a^ lead: a fecret and 
fcandalous vice, and a wife was the. fummit.qf hi^ 
-v^ifhes. RejeAion lyas new. drj;^4^, J^nd pre-en- 
gagement apprehended. A wpman whom he 
l9V4:d, he W9,s, ready to. think niuft be adipired by 

aU 
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all the world. His fears, his uncertaintieSy increaf- 
€d his love. 

Every enquiry he made into the lady's doracf- 
tick excellence, which^ when a wife is to be chofcn, 
will furely not be negledked, confirmed him in hi* 
choice. He opens his heart to a conunon fncnd, 
and honeRly difcovers the ftate of his fortune. His 
friend applies to thofe of the young lady, whofe 
parents, if they approve hia propofals, difclofe them 
to their daughter. 

She perhaps is not an abfolute ftranger to tbe 
paifion of the young gentleman. His eyes, bii 
affiduities, his conftant attendance at a cburcbi 
whither, till of lite, he ufed feldom to come, and 
a thoufand little obfervances that he paid her, had 
yery probably firft forced her to regard, and then 
inclined her to favour him. 

That a young lady fhould be b love, and the 
love of the young gentleman undeclared, b an ll^ 
terodoxy which prudence, and even policy, icaft 
not allow. But thus applied to, (he is all reiigna* 
tion to her parents. Cl^rming refignation, which 
inclination oppofes not. 

Her relations applaud her for her duty ; fiiends 
meet ; points are adjufted ; ddightful perturba- 
tions, and hopes, and a few lover's fears^ fill up 
the tedious fpace, till an interview is granted ; fof 
the young lady had not made herfelf cheap at 
publick places. 

The time of interview arrives. She is modeftlf 
referved ; he is not confident. He declares his 
paifion ; the confcioufnefs of her own worth, and 
liis application to her parents, take from her any 



dkiubt of his fincerity ; and (h^ owns hetfe]f oblig- 
ed! to him for his good opinion* The enquiries of 
Her friends into his chara£^er, have taught her that 
\\is good opinion deferves to be valued. 

She tacitly allows of his future viiits j he re- 
news them ; the regard of each for the other is 
confirmed ; and when he preiTes for the favour of 
. Iicr handy he receives a declamtion of an entire ac- 
, q[uiercence with her duty» and a modeil acknow 
ledgmentofefteem for him. 

jHe apphes to her parents therefore for a near day ; 
. ^nd thinks himfelf under obligation to them for the 
cheerful and affeClionate manner with which they 
, receive his agreeable application. 

With this profpe6l of future happinefs, the mar- 
riage is celebrated. Gratulations pour in from 
• every quarter. Parents and relations on both fides, 
brought acquainted in the courfe of the courtfhip, 
can receive the happy couple with countenances 
illuminated, and joyful hearts. 

The brothers, the lifters, the friends of one 
family, are the brothers, the fillers, the friends of 
the other. Their two families thus made one, arc 
the world to the young couple. 

Their home is the place of their principal delight, 
nor do they ever occafionally quit it but they find 
the pleafure of returning to it augmented in pro- 
portion to the lime of their abfence from it. 

Oh, Mr. Rambler ! forgive the talkativenefs 
of an old man ! When I courted and married my 
XiSetitia, then a blooming beauty, every thing paf- 
£ed juft fo ! But how is the cafe now I The ladies, 
maidens, wives> and widows, are engroffed b/ 

places 



placfes of 6pen rtfort iahd •'geiitral ehterbdiinieri^, 
which fill every quaVter of t^e metropolrs,' and' bc« 
iiig cohfttintly frecfuented, lAake'home itkfdmc 
Breakfaftingiplaces, dining-'places' ; totites, drums, 
<i6ncert«,' balls, pliys,' 6pet&s, riiafquerades fortk 
^ivfenirig, knd ev^n for all night,' and lately,' publick 
ftiles of the goods of broken lioufe keepers, whki 
the gcne^-al diflblutehcfs of irtanners has contribut- 
ed to make vety frequent, come' in as another fo- 
fonable relief to thefe modern time-killbrs. 

In the fammer there are in' every count^-towa 
aflemblies ; Tunbridge, Bath, Cheltenham, Scar- 
borough ! What expence of drefs and equipage is 
required to qualify the frequenters for foch cmU' 

* loUs appearance ? 

By the natural infcAion of example, - the lowS 
'people have places of fix penny r^fort, and'gamifig- 

* tables' for pence. Thus fervants are now induced 
' to fraud and difhonefty, to fupport extravagaocci 

jind fupply their loffes. 

As to the ladies who frequent tbofe -publick 

' t)laces, they are not afhamed to (hfcw their hca 

wherever men dare go, nor blufh to try who ftail 

flare mod impudently, pr who (hall laugh loudci 

pri the publick walks. ^ 

The men who would make good hufbands, if 
they vifit thofe places, are frighted at wedlock, 
and refolve to live fitigle, except they are bongi: 
at a very high price. They can be fpe^tors of 
all that paffes, and if they pleafe, more than fpc^ 

* tators, at the expence of othrt-s. The compasdoa 
of an evening, and the companion for Gfe, requiit 
tcry^ different qtialificatioiis. 

Two 



Tvsro thoiifaiid - jxilinds ' in tlielaft 'age, witli ^ 
loiiieftickvlrift,' would go farther than ten dioiifahd 
n thta. Yet fettlerh'ents are expcft^d, that often, 
to' a mercantfle man 'ef|)etially,'firik ^'fbrtuhe into 
jff^^leffncrs ; and jiin-mohey' is ftipiilateiJ for,* which 
fiidfeerf a wife' independent, 'and deftroys Io"^e, hf 
[>utting'it'o*ut of a man's* power tolay'any bbliga*- 
tibn lipon her, that might engage gi^titUde, and 
kindle afFeftion. When to all this the card-tables 
are 'added, how can' a priident man th^k'bf mar- 
ryidg? 

And when the worthy men'kndw not where t6 
find wives, mull not the Tex be left to the foplings, 
tbe cdxcombs, • the libertines of the age, whom 
tliey help to make fuch ? And need even thefq 
wretches marry to enjoy the converfation of thofe 
'wHo render their company fo cheap ? 

And what, after all, is the benefit which the 
gay coquette obtains by her flutters ? As (h^ is ap- 
proachable by every man, without requiring, I wdf 
not fay incenfe or adoration, but even common 
- complaifance, every fop treats her as upon the 
level, looks upon her light airs as invitations, and iq 
on the watch to take the advantage : (he has cora^ 
panions indeed, but no lovers ; for love is refpedt" 
Jul, and timorous ; and where among all her foU 
lowers will (he find a hufband ? . 

Set, dear Sir, before the youthful, the gay, the 
inconfiderate, the contempt as well as the danger 
to which they arc expofed. At one time or other, 
woroen, not utterly thoughtlefs, will be convinced 
of the Jultice of your cenfure, and' the charity of 
your inftruftion. 

Vol. II. A a But 
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But fliould your expoitulations and reproof 
have no effed upon thofe who are far gone ia 
fafhipnable folly, they may be retailed from thdr 
mouths to their nieces (marriage will not oftea 
have intitled thefe to daughters), when they, the 
meteors of a day, find themfelves elbowed off the 
ilage of vanity by other flatterers ; for the mo& 
admired women cannot have many Tunbridge, 
many Bath feafons to blaze in ; lince even fine 
faces, often feen, are lefs regarded than new faces, 
the proper punifhment of (howy girls, for render* 
ing themfelves fo impoliticly cheap. 

I am, SIR, 

Your fmcerc admirer, &c. 



Numb. 98. SATVKDA't , February 2 $9 lys^' 

^u^ nee SartfuntM iniquas 
Cafaris mdmenfasy nee vil'u Gahb* tuliffet, Jvlb 

Which not Sarmentus brook'd at Caefar's board* 
Nor grov*liiig Gabba from his haughty lord. 

£lphxnstok> 

To /)^ Author ofths RAMBLER. 
Mr. Rambler, 

YOU have often endeavoured to imprefs upoa 
your readers an obfervation of more truth 
than novelty, that life paffes, for the moil pat 
in petty tranfadtions ; that our hour» glide aww 

m 
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in trifling amufcmcnts and flight gratifications ; 
and that there very feldom emerges any occafioQ 
that can call forth great virtue or ffreat abilities* 
It vctj commonly happens that {peculation has 
mo influence on conduct. Juil conclufions and 
cogent arguments formed by laborious (hidy, and 
diligent enquiry, are often repofited in the trea- 
furies of memory, as gold in the mifer's cheft, 
ufclefs alike to others and himfelf. As fome are 
not richer for the extent of their poffcffions, others 
are not wifer for the multitude of their ideas. 

You have truly defcribed the Itate of human 
beings ; but it may be doubted whether you have 
acconunodated your precepts to your defcription ; 
V'hether you have not generally coniidered your 
readers as influenced by the tragick paflions, and 
fufceptible of pain or pleafure cnly from powerful 
agents, and from great events. 

To an author who writes not for the improve- 
ment of a (ingle art, or the eftablifhment of a con- 
troverted doftripe, but equally intends the advan- 
tage and equally courts the perufal of all claflts 
of mankind, nothing can juftly feem unworthy of 
regard, by which the pleafure of converfation may 
be increased, and the daily fatisfadlions of familiar 
Jife fccured from interruption and difguft. 

For this reafon you wouM not have injured 
your reputation, if you had fometimes defcended 
to the minuter duties of fdcial beings, and enforced 
the obfervance of thofe little civilities and cere- 
monious delicacies, which, inconfiderable as they 
may appear to the man of fciencc, and difficult as 
^ey may prpve to be detailed with dignity, yet may 

A a 2 ContxibutQ 



Contril;»iit;e,to tl^, reguLatjoi;! ,o£ the world, hjfh 
militating the , intercourfe between one man aod 
another, and. of, w}ucb, the French h^ve fuffi- 
cjen^Jy. t?flif^4 ^h^h e(leem.by terming the know- 
l^dge, and. pra^ioe of tlxeoi Scavoir vivr^^ the 
art , off ih'wg. 

Ppliteneft is one. of, thofe, adyantagea M^-^hKrh we 
never, eftimat? rightly hut by th^ inconveoience of 
i($ l^fft, It^ influence upon the na^nnjcrsis conllant 
s^nd. uniform, fp that, lijk^ aj\ equal motloq, itef- 
capes pei:c€|:|tion.. . X}^, circumflances ofj every 
a^t^ioa.aTe fp afljuftpdjto ea9h othfir, that wc.di 
not;. fee wh?xe a,ny errqr coul^ have been qommit? 
ted, BjOd rjither acquiefce in it9 prpprie^y, thao 
admire, itj^.e^aftn^fef 

But. as ficknefs ftiews u? the v^ue of. cafe, a 
little f^Jnjiifority withthofe whp were .never Uugbt 
to endeavour the gi;^ti6ca^ion of otners, but regu* 
la.tc their behaviour, merely by. their own will, will 
foon evince the neceffity of. cftfiWiihcd modes and 
formalities tp the happinefs. and quiet of.commoQ 
life. . 

Wifdom and. virtue are by no means (ufiEbcient, 
without the fupplemental. laws of good'breedin|r, 
ty> fecure freedom frpm degenerating to rudenefi, 
or felf-efteem from fwelling into infolence ; a 
th.oufand incivilities, may be committed, and a 
thpufand offices neglected, without any remorfe 
oJF, copfcience, or reproach from reafon. 

The true efFe£t> of. genuine poMtenefs feems to 
be rather eafe than plcafure. The power of de- 
lighting muft be conferred by nature, and cannot 
be delivered by precept, or obtained, by iniitation ; 

but 
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but though it be the privilege of a very fmall num- 
ber to ravifli and to charm, every man may hope 
by rules and caution not to give pain, and may 
therefore by the help of good breeding enjoy the 
kindnefs of mankind though he (hould have no 
claim to higher diftinftions,. 

The univerfal axipm iii which all complaifance is 
included, and from which flow all the formalities 
\vbich cuftom has eftabKfhed in civiHfed nations, 
is. That no man Jbould give any preference to himfelf, 
A rule fo comprehenfive * and certain, that, per- 
baps, it is not eafy for the mind to image an 
incivility, without fuppofing it to be broken. 

There are, indeed, in every place, fome parti- 
cular modes of the ceremonial part of good-breed^ 
ing, which, being arbitrary and accidental, can be 
learned only by habitude and converfation 5 fuch 
are the forms of falutation, the different grada- 
tions of reverence, and all the adjuftments of place 
and precedence, Thefe however, may be often 
violated without offence, if it be fufficiently evi- 
clent, that neither malice nor pride contributed to 
tbe failure ; but will not atone, however rigidly 
obferved, for the tumour of infolence, or petu* 
Jance of contempt, 

I have, indeed, not found among any part of 
xnankind, lefs real and rational complaifance, than 
among thofe who have paffed their time in paying 
9nd receiving vifits, in frequenting pubhck enter- 
tainments, in -ftudying the exaft meafures of cere- 
mony, and in watching all the variations of fa- 
shionable courtefy. 

They know> indeed, at what hour they may 

Aa 3 beat 
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beat the. door of an acquaiotancey how many ftcpa 
tliey mud attend him towards the gate, and 
what interval ihould pafs before his vmt is re- 
turned ; but feldpm extend their care beyond the 
exterior and uneffential parts of civihty nor rcfufc 
their own vanity any gratifications, however ex« 
penfive, to the quiet ofanother. 

Trypherus is a man remarkable for fplendoar 
and expence ; a man, that, having been originally 
placed by his fortune and rank in the firlt clais of 
the community^ has acquired that air of dignity 
and chat readinefs in the exchange of complimentSi 
which courts, balls, and levees, eafily confer. 

But Trypherus, without any fettled purpofjcs of 
malignity, partly by his ignorance of human na- 
ture, and partly by the habit of contempl^ng 
with great (atisfadtion his own grandeur and 
riches, is hourly giving difgull to thofe whom 
chance or expedlation fubjecl to his vanity. 

To a man whufe fortune conHnes him to a fmall 
hoiife, he declaims upon the pleafure of fpacious 
apartments, ai^d the convenience of changing hi^ 
lodging room in different parts of the year ; tell* 
him, that he hates confinement ; and concludes, 
that if his chamber was lefs, he fliould never wake 
without thinking of a prifon. 

To Eucrctas, a man of birth equal to himfelf, 
but of much lefs eflate» he fhewed his fcrviccs o{ 
plate, and remarked that fuch things, were, in- 
deed, nothing better than coilly trifles, but tha^ 
no man muli pretend to the rank of a gentleman 
without them ; and that for his part, if his eftatc 
h'as fmalkr, he lhou\d uoX vXjat^ <i^ ^\i^«j>5i5|^W 
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tncreaiing it, and would enquire out a trade for 
his elded fon. 

He has, in imitation of fome more acute ob- 
ferver than himff^lf, colledled. a great many fhifts 
and artifices by which poverty is concealed ; and 
among the ladies of fmal} fortune» never fails to 
talic of frippery and flight filks, and the con- 
venience of a general mourning.. 

I have been infulted a thpufand times with a 
catalogue of his pidlures, his jewels, and his rari- 
ties, which, though he knows the humble neatnefs 
of my habitation, he feldom fails to conclude by 
a declaration, that wherever he fees a houfe mean* 
ly furnifhed, he defpifes the owner's tafte, or pities 
his poverty. 

' This, Mr. Rambler, is the praAice of Tryphe- 
rus, by which he is become the terror of all who 
are lefs wealthy than himfelf, and has raifed in- 
numerable enemies without rivalry, and without 
malevolence. 

Yet though all are not equally c^ilpable with 
Trypherus, it is fcarcely poflible to find any man 
"who does not frequently, like him, indulge his 
own pride by forcing othei*s into a comparifon 
w^ith himfelf, when he knows the advantage is on 
his fide, without confidering that unneceffarily 
to obtrude unpleaflng ideas, is a fpecies of oppref- 
fion ; and that it is little more criminal to deprive 
another of fome real advantage, than to inten*upt 
that forgetfujnefs of its abfence which is the next 
Lappineis to aiflual pofTeffion. 

I am, &c. 

£UTROPIUS. 

NVMB. 99. 
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Numb. 99. Tuesday, f*£lruary 26, lyjit 

Scilicet ingeniis allqtia eji concardia junGis^ 
. Et fervai Jtudii fttdera quifque fui^ 
Jtujlicus agricolami miles /era beila gerentem^ 

ReSiarem dubits aavita ^uppU aptat* OtiP* 

Congenial p^flions fouls together bind. 
And ev*ry calling mingles with its kind ; 
Soldier unites with foldier, fwain v^ith^ fvirain. 
The mariner with h^m thftt royes the main. 

IT has been ordained by Providence, for tbc 
confervation of order in the immenfc variety 
of nature, and for the regular propagation of the 
feveral claffea of life with which tl;ie elements arc 
peopled, that every creature (hould be drawn by 
lome fecret attradlion to thofe of his own kind; 
and that not only the gentle and domedick ani- 
mals which naturally unite into companies, or co- 
habit by pairs, (hould continue faithful to their 
fpecies; but even thofe ravenous and ferocious 
favages which Ariliotle obferves never to be gre- 
garious, (hould range niountains and deferts in i 
fearch of one another, rather than pollute the I 
world with a monflrous birth. ■ 

As the perpetuity and dillin6tion pf the lower 
tribes of the creation require that they (hould be 
determined to proper mates by fome uuiform mo- 
tive of choice, or fome cogent principle of infHnd j 
it is neceffary like wife, that man, whofc wider ca- 
pacity demands more gratifications, and who feds 

in 
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VV himfcdf innumerable Wants» vfhich a life of foli- 
tude c^niiot fupply, and innumerable powers ; to 
which it Qannot give cmplpyraent fhould be led 
tiO fuitable companions by particular influence ; 
and among many beings of the fame nature with 
l^mfelf, he niay feleft fome for intimacy and ten- 
dernefs> and improve the condition of his exiftence, 
by fuperadding friendihip to humanity, and the 
love of individuals to that of, the fpecies. 

Other animals are fo formed, that they feem to 
contribute very litt;le to the happinefs of each 
Qther, and l^now i^ither joy, nor grief, nor love, 
Bf}r Hatred, but as they . are urged by fome delire 
ifnaiediately fubfervient either to the fupport of 
their own lives, or to the continuation of their 
race ; they therefore feldom appear to regard any 
of the minuter difcriminations which /diitinguifh 
creatures of the fame kind from one another. 

But. if man were to feel no incentives to kind«- 
nefs, more than his geqeral tendency to congenial 
nature, Babylon or London, with all their multi* 
tudes, would have to him the dcfolation of a wil- 
dernefs ; his affed^ions, not comprefTed into a nar- 
rower compafs, would vani(h like elemental fire, in 
boundlefs evaporation ; he would languifti in, per- 
petual infenfibility, and though he might, perhaps, 
in the firft vigour of youth, amufe himfelf with 
the frefh enjoyments of life, yet, when curiolity 
' (hould ceafe, and alacrity fubfide, he would aban- 
don himfclf to the flu6iuations of chance, without 
expe^ing help againft any calamity, or feeling any 
wifh for the happinefs of others. 

To Ipve all men is our duty, fo far as it includes 
, , . a general 
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a general habit of benevolence, and rcadinefs of 
bccafional kindnefs ; but to love all equally is 
impoffible ; at leaft impoflible without the extinc- 
tion of thofe pafiions which now produce all oar 
pains and all our pleafures ; without the difufe, if 
not the abolition, of fome of our faculties, ssid 
the fuppreilion of all our hopes and fears in apa- 
thy and indifference. 

The neceffities of our condition require a thoii- 
fand offices of tendemefs, which mere regard for 
the fpecies will never dilate. Every man haf 
frequent grievances which only the folicitude of 
friendfhip will difcover and remedy, and which 
would remain for ever unheeded in the mighty 
heap of human calamity, were it only furvcyed by 
the eye of general benevolence equally attentive 
to every mifery. 

The great community of mankind is, tbereforfi 
necelTarily broken into fmaller independent focie« 
ties ; thefe form diftinA interefts, which arc too 
frequently oppofed to each other, and i^hich they 
who have entered into the league of particular go- 
vernments falfely think it virtue to promote, how- 
ever dellru£tive to the happinefs of the reft of 
the world. 

Such unions are again feparated into fubordi- 
nate claifes and combinations, and focial life is 
perpetually branched out into minuter fubdivifioiK) 
till it terminates in the laft ramifications of private 
friend fhip. 

That friend(hip may at once be fond and lafting, 
it has been already obferved in thefe papers, that 
a conformity of inclinations is neceiTary. No mao 

can 
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sa.xi have much kindnefs for him by whom he doth 
:iot beheve himfelf eftecraed, and nothing fo evi- 
dently proves elleem as imitation. 

That benevolence is always ftrongeft which 
arifes from participation of the fame pleafures, 
Cince we are naturally moft willing to revive in our 
minds the meiliory of perfons, with whom the 
idea of enjoyment is connedied. 

It is commonly, therefore^ to little purpofe, that 
any one endeavours to ingratiate himfelf with fuch 
Sis he cannot accompany in their amufements and 
<liverfion3. Men have been known to rife to fa- 
vour and to fortune, only by being fkilful in the 
fports with which their patron happened to be 
delighted, by concurring with his tafte for fome 
particular fpecies of curiolities, by relifhing the 
lame wine, or applauding the fame cookery, 

Even thofe whom wifdom or virtue have placed 
above regard to fuch petty recommendations, mull 
ncverthelefs be gained by fimilitude of manners. 
The higheft and nobleft enjoyment of familiar life, 
the communication of knowledge and reciproca- 
tion of fcntiments, muft always prefuppofe a dif- 
pofition to the fame inquiry, and delight in the 
fame difcoveries. 

With what fatisfa£lioii could the politician lay 
liis fchemes for the reformation of laws, or hh 
comparifons of different forms of government, be- 
fore the cliemift, who ' has never accuftomed his 
thoughts to afjy other obje6l than fait and ful- 
phur ; or how could the aUronomer, in explain- 
iiig his calculations and conje6lures, endure the 
4;oldQefs of a grammarian^ who would lofe fight 
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of Jupiter ard all his fatelIite8,-for a happy cty- 
nioli)gy of an obi cure word, or a belter explica- 
tion of a controverted line. 

Every man loves merit of the fame kind with 
his own, when it is not hkcly to hinder his ad- 
vancement or his reputation ; for he not only beft 
undcrllands the worth of thofe qualities which he 
labours to cultivate, or the ufcfulnefs of the art 
which he pradlifes with fuccefs, but always feels 
a refledled ple:ifure from the praifes, which, thougli 
given to another, belong equally to himfelf. 

There is indeed no need of refearch and refine 
nr-cnt to difcover that men muft generally feleA 
their companions from their own flate of life, Imcc 
there are not many minds furnifhed for great va- 
riety of converfation, or adapted to multiplicity 
of intellc6lual entertainments. 

The failor, the academick, the lawyer, the mc- 
chanick, and the courtier, have all a caft of talk 
peculiar to their own fraternity ; have fixed their 
attention upon the fame events, have been engag- 
ed in affairs of the feme fort, and make ufc of 
allufior.s and illullrations which themfelvcs only 
can uuderlland. 

To be iniVdtcd with the jargon of a particular 
profefTion, and to know oiily the language of a 
lingle rank of mortals, is indeed fufficiently def- 
picable. But as limits mull be always fet to the 
excurfions of the human mind, there will be foinc 
ftudy which eveiy man more zealoufly profecutes, 
fame darling fubje£l on which he is prindpaQy 
pica fed to converte •, aud \i«i xXvaX. cwv tc^v^Vv^wq^ 



or belt underlbnd him, will certaiolf be welcomed 
with panicular regard. 

Such partiality ia not wholly to be avoided, 
nor is it culpaUe, unlefs fufiered fo far to predo- 
nunatc as to produce averfion from everj other 
kind of cKcellence, and to (hade the luftre of dif- 
fioiilar virtues. Thofp therefore, whom the lot 
ijf life has conjoined, ihoold endea<rour coodantly 
to approach towards the inclination of each other, 
iavigorate every motion of concurring deGre, and 
fan every fpark of kmdrcd carioliry. 

It has been jullly obferved, that difcord gene- 
rally operates in httle things ; it is inflamed to 
ita utmoft vehemence by contrariety of tafte, 
oftener than of principles j and might therefore 
commonly be avoided by innocent conformity, 
which, if it was not at firft the motive, ought 
jdvrsys to be the confCquence cf indilFotilble union. 
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Numb. 100. Saturdat, March 2f 175^* 

Offme vafer 'oiiium ridekti Flaecus amieo 

Tanptf et admijfus circum fracordia ludit* PcASIVflb 

Ho' ace, with fly inflnuating gnce, 
I^augh'd at his friend, and look*d him in t&e face; 
Would raife a blufli where fecret vice he found, 
And tickle while he gently prob*d the wound. 
With feeming innocence tJie crowd beguil*d ; 
But made the defp'rate palTes, when he fmil*d. 



To the RAMBLER. 



SIR, 



AS very many well-difpofed prerfons, by tlic 
unavoidable neceflity of their affairs, are fb 
unfortunate as to be totally buried in the country, 
where they labour under the moft deplorable ig- 
norance of what is tranfaCling among the polite 
part of mankind, I cannot help thinking, that, as 
a publick writer, you fliould take the cafe rf 
thefe truly companionate objedls under your con* 
fideration. 

Thefe unhappy languifhers in obfcurity fhould 
be furnilhed with fach accounts of the employ- 
ments of people of the world, as may engage 
them in their feveral remote comers to a laudable 
imitation ; or, at leaft, fo far inform and prepare 
them, that if by any joyful change of fituatiod 
they /hould be fuddetilY x.twi^^tv.t4vafcci the gay 
fccnc, they may not gaifc^ ^»^ ^wA^^^\w\'^a^ 
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And be utterly at a lofs how to behave and jnake 
a proper appearance in it. 

It is inconceivable how much the welfare of all 
the country towns in the kingdom might be pro- 
moted* if you wpuld uie your charitable endea- 
,Tour$> to raife in them a noble emulation of the 
manners and cuftoms of higher life. 

For this purpofe you (hould give a very clear 
and ample defcription of the whole fet of polite 
acquirements^ a complete hiftory of forms, fafhi- 
ons, frolicksy of routs, drums, hurricanes, balls^ 
.affemblies, ridottos, mafquerades, au6^ions, plays, 
operas, puppet (hows and bear-gardens : of all 
thofe delights which profitably engage the atten- 
tion of the moft fublime chara&crs, and by which 
they have brought to fuch amazing perfedion 
^e whole art and myftery of pailing day after 
day, week after week, and year after year, with- 
out the heavy aififtance of any one thing that 
formal creatures are pleafed to call ufeful and 
ncceiTary. 

In giving due inflruftions through what fteps to 
attain this fummit of human e&pejlence, you may 
add fuch irrefiilible arguments in its favour, as 
muil convince numbers, who in other inilances do 
not feem to want natural undcrftanding, of the 
unaccountable error of fuppofing they were fent 
into the world for any other purpofe but to flut- 
ter, fport, and fhine. For, after all, nothing can 
be clearer than that an everlafling round of diver- 
fion, and the more Uvely and hurrying the better, 
U the moft important end of human life. 

^t is really prodigious, fo much as the world is 

B b 2 improved, 
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UDprovcd> that there fhovld in thefe days be pa« 
fons fo ignorant and ftupid as to thiak it aece0ary 
to mifspend their tin^y 9JxS. trouble their heads 
about any thing elfe than pqrfuing the prefatf 
fancy, for what elfe is worth living for ? 

It is tl^ie enough furely to think of coofequ 
when they come ; and as for the antiquated 
tions of dutyy they are not to l^e met with in an 
French novdy or any book ope ever loo^s into* bo, 
derived alnioft wholly from t(ie wTitif)£^a qt xh 
thorsy who lived a vaft tnany ages ago, and whoi 
as they were totally without any idea of thoie ac« 
compliihments wl^ich now charaf^erife people o( 
diftinfiiony have been for fon)e time fipking apaa 
into utter contempt, tt d^ocs not appear that 
even their moft zealous adiairersy for foifie p^- 
fans of his own fort every writer will mv^ caii 
pretend to fay they were cve^ at one ridptto. 

In tiie* important artjclp qf diver^nss the cere* 
xnonial of vif^ts, th^ extatick delight of unfiiaidll 
intimacies and unmeaning civilities, they s|re ab* 
folutely filent. Blunt truth, and (downright ho- 
neftyi plain clothes, (laying at hopae, har4 wod^ 
few words, and thqfe unenlivened with qeofnre or 
double meaning, are what they recoipmend a^ the 
orqai^ents and pleafures of life. Little oathsy po- 
lite difTipulation, tea tab)e fcandal, delightful in* 
dolence, the glitter of finery, the triuipph of pre- 
cedence, the enchantments of flattery, they fecm 
to have had no notion of, and I cannot but hugii 
to think what a figure they would have npiade in ^ 
drawing room, and how frighted they wotdd have 
looked at ^ gaming-table. 

The 
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The noble zeal of patriotifm that difdains au- 
thority, and tramples on laws for fport, was abfo- 
lutely the averfion of thefe tame wretches. 

Indeed one cannot difcover any one thing they 
pretend to teach people^ but to be wife, and good ; 
acquirements infinitely below the confideration of 
perfons of tafte and fpirit^ who know how to 
fpend their time to fo much better purpofe. 

Among other admirable improvements, pray 
Mr. Rambler, do not forget to enlarge on the 
very extenfive benefit of playing at cards on Sun- 
days, a pra^ice of fuch mfinite ufe, that we may 
modeftly expedl to fee it prevail univerfally in all 
parts of this kingdom. 

To perfons of fafhion, the advantage is obvious ; 
becaufe, as for fomc ft range reafon or other, wh'ch 
lie fine gentleman or fine lady has yet been able to 
penetrate, there is neither play, nor mafquer-dde, 
nor bottled conjurer, nor any other thing worth 
living for, to be had on a Sunday ; if it were not 
for the charitable afliftance of whiil or bragg, the 
genteel part of mankind muft, one day in feven, 
neceffarily fuffer a total extindiion of being. 

Nor are the perfons of high rank the only gain- 
ers by fo falutary a cuftom, which extends its 
good influence, in fome degree, to the lower or- 
ders of people ; but were it quite general, how 
much better and happier would the wotid be than 
it is even now ? ' 

'Tis hard upon poor creatures, be they ever fo 
mean, to deny them thofe enjoyments and liberties 
which are equally open for all. Yet if fervants 
Vere taught to go to church on this day» fpend 

r . Bb 3 ^^'Kv!^ 
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foRie. pari of it in reading or recaving i^ftru^dos 
in a family way, and th^ reft in mere ^endJy coo- 
verfationy the poor wretches would in&lHbly take 
it into their heads, that they were obliged to be 
foberi modeftr dfligent, and faithful to their nnf* 
ters and miflreifea^ 

Now furely no ope of covamon prudence, or 
humanity woi^d wi(h their domeftieks infeded with 
fuch grange and primitive nQtion9> or laid under 
fuch unmerciful reftraints. AU which may, in a 
great meafure, he prevented hy the prevaleocp 
of the good-humoured &(hion Ox3t I vrould hare 
you reconunend. For when the lower kind of 
people fee their betters, with a tndy laudaible fpi* 
rit, infttking and flying in the &ce of thofe rude, 
iH bred dictators, piety and the laws, they arc 
thereby excited and ^dmonifhed, as far as a6doi» 
can acknoniih and excite, and taught tba^ they too 
have an equal right of fetting them at defiance in 
fuch iniikances as their pajlicutar necefiities and in- 
elioations may require ; and thus is the liberty of 
the whole human fpecies mightily improved aad 
enlarged. 

In (hort, Mr. Raii>bler, hy a &ithful reprefen- 
tation of the aumbei^efs benefits of a modifli lifef 
yon will have done your part in poomotin^ what 
every body feems to confeiiB the true purpofc of 
human exiftence, perpetual d;i|Etpation. 

By encouraging people to employ, their whole 
attention on trifles, and make amufefoent their chief 
ftudy, you will teach them. how. to avoid xoaoy 
very uneafy refie£Uons» 

AJL the fbfl feelings of buBiynity> the £7099^ 

tluet 
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tAklc!& of ii^endfhipjk aU n^itupl t^<9ptations to the 
c;are of a family, ai^d ^licitu4e ^l>Qut ^he good ot 
ill of others, w^th the whole traio of aqmefticl;; 
^n4 focial aiFe^ipnsy which create fuch daily 
anxieties at^d embi^T^ifinentSy will be happily ftiBe4 
sin4 fupprefied ia ^ round of perpet\uil delights i 
Md all feriot^ thqught^, but particularly that of 
iereafteKf bq b^t\i(hed out of the world ; a moft 
perplexing appvehe^iioq, but luckily a moil groun<V' 
l^fe ope too, as \x ^ ^. K^ ckar a cafe, tl\3t n^ 
^p4y ever dies. 

I amj &c. 

Chariess4. ' 



Numb. ioi. Tuesday, March 5, tyji* 

Afellajubet Hybltta tiht vel Hymettia nafeiy 

£t tbyma Cecropia Corjiea fonts afu ' MarT« 

^las 1 dear Sir, yon try in yaiii* 

Impoflibilities to gain ; 

Kp bee from Coriica's rank juice, 

Hybbean hone^ can produce^ F. Lewik 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

HAVING by feveral years of continual ftudy 
treafu.red in my mind a great number of 
principles and idea^, and obtained by frequent ex- 
€rcife the power gf applying them with propriety, 

an4 
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and combining them with readinefs, I refolred ta 
quit the univerfity, where I confidered myfelf ss 
a gem hidden in the mine, - and to mingle in the 
crowd of pubHck life. I was naturally attraded 
by the company of thofe who were of the fame 
age with myfelf^ and finding that my academical 
gravity contributed very little, to my reputation, 
applied my faculties to jocularity and burlefque. 
Thus, in a ihort time, 1 had heated my imaginatioa 
to fach a ftate of adtivity and ebullition, that upon 
every occaiion it fumed away in burfts of wit, and 
evaporations of gaiety. I became on a fudden the 
idol of tlie coffee-houfe, was in one winter folicited 
to accept the prefidentfhip of five clubs, was drzg^ 
ged by violence to every new play, and quoted in 
every controverfy upon theatrical merit ; was in 
every publick place furrounded by a multitude of 
humble auditors, who retailed in other places of 
refort my maxims and my jefts, and was boafted 
as their intimate and companion by many, who 
had no other pretenfions to my acquaintance, than 
that they had drank chocolate in the fame room. 
You will not wonder, Mr. Rambler, that I 
mention my fucQcfs with fome appearance of tri- 
umph and elevation. Perhaps oo l^ind of fupe- 
riority is more flattering or alluring than that 
which is conferred by the powers of converfation, 
by extemporaneous fprightlinefs of fancy, co- 
j)ioufnefs of language, and fertility of fentiment 
In other exert'ions of genius, the greater part of 
the praife is unknown and unenjoyed ; the wri- 
ter, indeed, fpreads his reputation to a wider ex-' 
i^cnt, but receives little pltafure or advantage finom 

the 
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the diffu&on of his namC} and only obt^ns a kind 
of nominal fovereignty over regions which pay no 
tribute. 

The colloquial wit has always his own radiance 
reflefted on himfielf, and enjoys all the pleafure 
which he beftows; he finds his power confefled 
by every one that appro^^ches him, fees friend (hip 
^ndling with rapture, and attention fwelling intQ 
praife^ 

The defire ^hjqh every man feds of importance 
and edeem, is fo much gratified by finding an af-. 
fembly, at his entrance, brightened with ffladnefs 
and hufhed with e^pedation,* tjiat the rccolledUon 
of fuch diftinfUons can fc^rcely fail tq be plcafing 
whenfpever it is innocent. Ani nay confcience 
does not reproach me with any mean or criminal 
effefts of vanity ; fince I ajw^ys employed my 
influence on the fide of virtue, s|nd never facrificed 
my underfianding or my religiQn to the pleafure 
of applaufe. 

There were many whom either the defire of 
enjoying my pleafantry, or the pride of being 
thought to enjoy it, brought often ipto my com- 
pany ; but I was carefl*ed in a particular nianner 
by Demochares, a gentleman of a large eilate, 
and a liberal difpofition. My fortune peing by 
no means exuberant, inclined me to be pleafed 
with a friend who ^yas wiUing to be entertained at 
()is own charge. I becs^me by daily invitations 
habituated to his table^ and ^s he believed my ac* 
quaintapce neceflary to the charadter of elegance, 
which he was defirous of eftablifhing, I lived in all 
the luxury of affluence, without expence or de.- 
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pendence^ and pafTed my life in a perpetual red< 
procation of pleafure, with men brought together 
by iimilitude of accomplifhments, or defire of im- 
provement. 

But all power has it;B fphere of a6iivity^ beyond 
which it produces np effeA. Demochares being 
called by his affairs into the country, imagined 
that he ihould increafe his popularity by coming 
amopg his neighbours accompanied by a man 
wliofe abilities w^re fo generally allowed. The 
report prefently fpread through half the country 
that Demochares was arrivedy and had brought 
with him the celebrated Hilarius, by whom fuch 
merriment would be excited, as had never been 
enjoyed or conceived before. I knew, indeed, 
the purpole for which I was invited, and as men 
do not look diligently out for pof&ble mifcarriages, 
was pleafed to nnd myfelf courted upon principles 
of intereft, and confidered as capable of recon^ 
fiUng fadiions^ compofing feuds^ and uniting a 
whole province in focial happinefs. 

After a few days fpent in adjufUng his 4omef- 
tick regulations, Demochares invited all the gen- 
tlemen of his neighbourhood to dinner, and did 
not forget to hint how much my prefence was 
^xpe^ed to heighten the pleafure of the feaft. 
He informed me what prejudices my reputation 
had raifed in my favour, and reprefented the fatis- 
fiadion with which he ihould fee me kindle up the 
blaze of merriment, and fhould remark the various 
^ffeds that my fire wpuld have upon fuch di- 
irerfity of matter. 

This declaration, by which he intended to 

quicker 
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(|iiicken my vivacity, filled mc with folicitude. I 
feit an ambition of (hining, vrhich I never knew 
before ^ and was therefore embarraffed w^ith an 
unufual fear of difgrace. I pafTed the night in 
planning out to myfelf the converfation of the 
coming day ; recolledled all my topicks of raillery, 
propofed proper fubjefts of ridicule, prepared 
Tmart replies to a thoufand queftions, accommo- 
dated anfwers to imaginary repartees, and formed 
a magazine of remarks, apophthegms, tales and 
illullrations. 

The morning broke at laft in the midft of thefe 
bufy meditations. I rofe with the palpitations of 
a champion on the day of comt>at ;. and notwith- 
ftanding all my efforts, fbimd my fpirits funk under 
the weight of expectation. The company foon 
after began to drop in^ and every one, at his en- 
trance, was introduced to Hilarius. What con- 
ception the inhabitants of this region had formed 
of a wit, I cannot yet difcover ; but obferved that 
they all feemed, after the regular exchange of 
compliments, to turn away difappointed ; and that 
while we waited for dinner, they caft their eyes 
firfi upon me, and then upon each other, like a 
theatrical aflembly waiting for a (hew. 

From the uneafinefs of this fituation, I was re- 
lieved by the dinner ; and as every attention was 
taken up by the bufinefs of the hour, I funk 
quietly to a level wdth the reft of the company. 
But no fooner were the difhes removed, than, in- 
ftead of chearful confidence and familiar prattle, 
an univerfal filcnce again (hewed their expedlatioa 
of fome uuufual penormance. My friend endea- 
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vourcd to ronfe them by heidths and quefUondy but 
they anfvvered him with great brevity, and imme- 
diately relapfed into thfeir former taciturnity. 

I had waited in hope of fomie opportunity to 
divert them, but could find no pafs opened for a 
fmgle fally ; and who can be merry without an 
obje£l of mirth ? After a few faint efforts, which 
produced neither applaufe nor oppofition, I was 
content to mingle with the mafs, to put round the 
glafs in filence, and folace myfdf with my own 
contemplations. 

My friend looked round him ; the guefts flared 
at one another ; and if now and theft a few fylla- 
blcs were uttered with timidity and hefitatioD) 
there was none ready to make any reply. Afl 
our faculties were frozen, and every minute took 
away from our capacity of plealing, and difpofition 
to be pleafed. Thus pafTed the hours to which 
fo much happinefs was decreed ; the hours whiqli 
had, by a kind of open proclamation, been devoted 
to wit, to mirth, and to Hilarius. 

At laft the night came on, and the neceffity of 
parting freed us from the perfecutions of each 
other. I heard them, as they walked along the 
court murmuring at the lofs of the day, and en- 
quiring whether any man would pay a fecond vifit 
to a houfe haunted by a wit. 

Democharcs, whofe benevolence is greater than 
his penetration, having flattered his hopes with 
the fecondary honour which he was to gain by 
my fprightlinefs and elegance, and the afiFe6tioh 
with which he fhould be followed for a perpe- 
tual banquet of gaiety, Was not able to conceal 

Lis 
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his vexation and refentment, nor would cafily be 
convinced, tBat I had not facnficed his interefl 
to fullennefs and caprice, and i^udiouOy endeavour- 
ed to difguH his gueftff, and fttppttf^ my powers 
of delighting, in obftinate and premeditat^i ftlence. 
I am informed that thfe r^proaqh of their ill re- 
ception is divided by the gentlemen of the country 
between us ; fome b^ing of opinion, that my 
friend is deluded by an impoftor^ who> though he 
has found foine atrt of gaining his fit-tourj w afraid to 
fpeak before men of more penetratten ; and others 
concluding, that I think only London the proper 
theatre of my abilities, and difdain to exert my 
genius for the pnrife of rufticks. 

I believe, Mr. Rambferj ^hat it has 'fometimes 
happened to others, who have the good or ill for- 
tune to be celebrated for wits, to hSi ifnder the 
fame cenfures upon th^ like Occafions* I hope 
thtrcfore that you wiD prevent any mifrcpfefcnta- 
ticms of fuch failures, by remarking, that invention 
is not wholly at the command of its poffeflbr ; that 
the power of pleafing is very often ob'ftmAed by 
tht defire ; that all cxpeftation Icffcns furprize, 
yet fome furprize is neccflary to gaiety ; and that 
thofc who defire to partake of the pleafure of 
wit muft contribute to its produAion, fmce the 
mind ftagnates without external ventilatibn, and 
that the effervefcence of the fancy, which fla(hcs 
into tranfport, can be raifed only by the infufioi^ 
oF difli^ar ideas. 

NtJMB. 102- 
• Vol. ir. C c 
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Numb. 162. Saturday^ March 9, 1751. 

Ipfa quoque affiduo labuRtttr ttmpora motu 
Nonfecus ae fiumen : neque enim conftfiere fiumen^ 
i^ec Ifois bora potejl ; fed ut unda imj>ellitur unda, 
Urgeturqu* prior venientef urgetque prierem^ 
*TempordJicJ'Ugiuntpariter^ parkerque Jequu/Uur. Ovu. 

With conftaat motion as the monients glide. 

Behold in running life the roiling tide ! 

For none can ftcm by art, or flop by po^wrV, 

The flowing ocean, or the fleeting hour : 

But wave by wave pnrfu'd arrives on flioz'e. 

And 'each impelFd behind impels before ; 

So time on time revolving we defcry ; 

So minutes follow, and fo minutes fly. Ex.pbimsto3i. 

** "T IFE,*^ fays Seneca, ** is a voyage, in tk 
*' \ A progrefs of which we are perpetually 
^^ changing our fcenes : we firfl leave childhood 
*' behind us, then youth, then the, years of ripened 
^' manhood, then the better and more plcailng 
** part of old age." The peru{al of this paflagc 
having incited in me a train of reflexions on the 
iiate of man, the incelTant iiud^uadon of his 
wi(hes, the gradual change of his difpodtion to aQ 
external objedis, and the thoughtlelTnefs with 
which he floats along the flream of time, I funk 
into a il amber amidii my meditations, and on % 
fudden found my ears filled with the tumult of 
labour, the ihouts of alacrity, the fhrieks of alarm, 
the whiflle of winds, and the da(h of waters. 

My aftonifhment for a time repreffed my curio- 
tity ; but foon recovering myfelf fo far as to en- 

quir: 
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^uirc whither we were going, and what was the 
caufe of fuch clamour and confufion, I was told 
that we were launching out into the ocean of 
life ; that we had already pafTed the ftreights of 
infancy, in which multitudes had perifhed, fomc 
by the weaknefs and fragility of their veflels, and 
more by the folly, perverfenefs, or negJigence, of 
thofe who undertook to fteer them ; and that we 
were now on the main fea, abandoned to the winds 
and billows, without any other means of fecurity 
than the c^re of the pilot, whom it was always in 
our power to choofe among great numbers that 
offered their dire£iion and afilftance. 

I then looked round with anxious cagemefs ; 
and firfl turning my eyes behind me, faw a ilream 
flowing through flowery iflands, which every one 
that failed along feemed Jo behold Avith pleafure ; 
but no fooner touched, than the current, which, 
though not noify or turbulent, was yet irrefiftiblc, 
bore him away. Beyond thefe iflands all was 
darknefs, nor could any of the paflengers defcribc 
theihore at which he firft embarked. 

Before me, and on each other fide, was an ex- 
panfe of waters violently agitated, and covered 
with fo thick a mill, that the moft perfpicuous 
eye could fee but a little way. It appeared to 
be full of rocks and whirlpools, for many funk 
unexpeftedly while they were courting the gale 
with full fails, and infulting thofe whom they had 
left behind. So numerous, indeed, were the dan- 
gers, and fo thick the darknefs, that no cautiou 
could confer fecurity. Yet there wett tcvaxc^ ^ >^c>> 
bx falfe intelligence, betrayed t\veir lcJ^o>Ne.x^>»x^ 

Cc2 >k\vvx\^^^ 



Vrhirlpqpla^ or- bj violence pl^fh^4 ^}^k vAtA 
V^ey iQuad in their w^y againft the rock^ 

T}ie current was inv^ri^ble ^4 infuraiou^bk; 
but though it was impoilibie to fail ^^pioft it, k 
to return to thjC placj: that wa9 i^nqe pajTi^; yet it 
l)!7a$ not fo violent as to allow np Qppoftunitin far 
dexterity fjix coifrage^ fince» thQi:^ uor^ could 
tetreat back from danger, yet they qfuglit qftes 
2^vqid it by. oblique dire^ioi). 

It yt^Sf howev^y not^ery cpooinoD to fte^r with 
ipuch care or prudence ; for by fon^e univerfal n- 
fatu^tjon, every man app^ar^d tq thi^k hinM 
fafe, though he fyw \\is o^nforts eyery jpgatei^ 
finlMf)g roi^nd bijttt \ and no foon^ had the leaves 
dofed over tfiem» tbatt th^if fate ^ind t^cif i¥ulc99- 
dudl Y^erf^ forgotten | th^ ^ygf W^$ PMlfil^ 
with the fi^me jocund confidence ; every xna|i coa* 
gratulate4 himfelf upon t)ie foundnfefi^ of h^s vefl(]i 
and believed hiinfelf able tq ft^ the v(p)u|lpool m 
^hiph his friend wa» fwaUowe^, o;r gUdo 0¥er tbe 
rocks on which he w^s da(hed : bcmt yf^^ it pft«a 
obferved that the fight of a w^ec]^ t^^ ^y mu^ 
change hi^ courfe : if he |;Hrned ftfide for a moioeDt, 
he foon forgot the rudderi ^nd left l^j(nf<rlf fgaia 
to the difpofal of chance. 

This negligence did not proceed &po|n indlffei^ 
ence, or fr^un wearinefs of ^eir prefect coadidoB ) 
for not one of thofe who th^s^ rufhed upon deftmc- 
tion, failed, when he was finkingy to caQ loudly upoa 
his affociates for that help which could Qot not 
be given him i and many jpent thei^ laft monieiits 
in cautioning others againft ^he folly by whid 
they were intercepted in ^ nudft of their co^He. 

Their 
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Their benevolence was fometknes praifed, but 
their admonitions were unregarded. 

The veffels in which we had embarked being 
confeffedly unequal to the turbulence of the ftream 
of life, were vifibly impaired in the courfe of the 
voyage ; fo that every paflenger was certain, that 
how long foever he might, by favourable acci- 
dents, or by inceffant vigilance, be preferved, he 
inud; fink at bft. 

This neceflity of perifhing might have been ex- 
pe6ted to fadden the gay, and intimidate the dar- 
ing, at lead to keep the melancholy and timorous 
in perpetual torments, and hinder them from any 
enjoyment of the varieties and gratifications which 
nature offered»them as the folace of their labours ; 
yet in effect none feemed lefs to expert de(lru6iion 
than thofe to whom it was moft dreadful ; they < 
all had the art of concealing their danger from 
themfelves ; and thofe who knew their inability to 
bear the fight of the terrors that embarrafled their 
way, took care never to look forward, but found 
fome amufement for the prefent moment, and 
generally entertained themfelves by playing %nth 
Hope, who was the conftant afibciate of the 
voyage of life. 

Yet all that Hope ventured to promife, even 
to thofe whom (he favoured moil, was, not that 
they fhould efcape, but that they fhpuld fink lail ; 
and with this promife every one was fatisfied, 
though he laughed at the reft for feeming to be- 
lieve it. Hope, indeed, apparently mocked the 
crcduL'tj of her companions ; £ot Vtv i^toy^psV.'^^ "^^^ 
tbdr veOeb grew fcaky, (he r<iio\x\>\A \Nfe^ "^^^^ 
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ances of fafety ; and none were more bufy in 
making provifions for a long yoyage, than they 
whom all but themfelves (aw likely to perifh foon by 
irreparable decay. 

In the midit of the current of life waa the gulf 
of Intemperance^ a dreadful whirlpool, inter- 
fperfed with rocks, of which the pointed crags 
were concealed under water, and the tops covered 
with herbage, on which £ase fpread couches of 
repofe, and with (hades where Pleasure warbled 
the fong of invitation. Within fight of thefe rocks 
all who failed on the ocean of hfe muft peceffarjly 
pafs. Reason, indeed, was always at hand to 
lleer the paiTengers through a narrow outlet by 
which they might efcape ; but very few could, by 
her intreaties or remonftrances, be induced to put 
the rudder into her hand, without ftipulating that 
ihe (hould approach fo near unto the ix>cks of 
Pleasure, that they might folace themfelves with 
a fhort enjoyment of that delicious region, after 
which they always determined to purfue their 
courfe without any other deviation. 

Reason was too often prevailed upon fo far by 
thefe promifes, as to venture her charge within the 
eddy of the gulf of Intemperance, where, in- 
deed, the circumvolution was weak, but yet inter- 
rupted the courfe of the veffcl, and drew it, by iu- 
fenfible rotations, towards the centre. She then 
repented her temerity, and with all her force en- 
deavoured to retreat ; but the draught of the gulph. 
was generally too ilrong to be overcome ; and the 
pafTenger, having danced in circles with a pleafing 
and giddy velocity, was at lafi overwhelmed and* 

loft. 
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loft, Thofe few whom Reason w^s^bl^ to ex- 
tricate, generally fuffered fo maqy fliockft -upon the 
points which fhot out from the rqcksof Pleas uiVE, 
that they were unable to continue their courfe with 
the fame ftrength and facility as before^ but floated 
^lopg timoroufly and feebly, endangered by every 
breeze, and fhattcred by every ruffle of the water, 
till they funk, by flow degrees, after long ftruggles, 
and innumerable expedients, always repining at their 
own folly, and warning others againft the firft ap-t 
proach of the gulf of Intemperance. 

There were artifts who profefled to repair the 
breaches and flop the leaks of the veffels which 
had be^n fliattered on the rocks of Pleasure. 
Many appeared ta have great confidence in their 
flcill, and fome, indeed, were preferved by it from 
fmking, who. had received only a fingle blow ; but 
I remarked that few veflels laflied long which had 
been much repaired, nor was it found that the 
artiils themfelves continued afloat longer than thofe 
who had leafl; of their aflidance. 

The only advantage which, in the voyage of life, 
the gautious had above the negligent, was, that 
they funk later, and more fuddenly ; for they paf- 
fed forward till they had fometimes fcen all thofe 
in whofe company they had iflued from the ftreights 
of infancy, perifli in the way, and at kift were over- 
fet by a crofs breeze, without the toil of rcfift:ance, 
or the ariguifti of expectation. But fuch as had 
often fallen againft thjb rocks of Pleasure, com- 
monly fubfided by feilfible degrees, contended long 
xnxh the encroaching waters, and har^flcd them^ 

felvcf 
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fclves by Isftours that fcarce Hope herlelf could 
flatter with fuccefs. 

As I was looking upon the various fate of the 
multitude about me, t was fuddenly alarmed with 
an admonition from fon^e unknown Power, ** Gaze 
^ not idly upon others, when, thou thyfelf art 
*f fmking. Whence is this thoughtlefs tranquil- 
*•* lity, when thou and they are equally endanger- 
^ ed }** I looked, and feeing the gulph of In- 
TEMPERAKCB beforc me, ftarted and awaked. 



Numb. 103. Tuesday, March 12, 1751. 

Scire volunt fecreta domus, atque inde tifiieri, JOT. 

They fearch the fecreta of the houfe, and fo 

Are worfhipp'd there, and fear*d for what they know. 

D&TDEN. 

CURIOSITY is one of the permanent and 
certain charadierifticks of a vigorous intellcd. 
£very advance into knowledge opens new prof- 
peds, and produces new incitements to further 
progrefs. All the attainments poflible in our pre- 
sent flate are evidently inadequate to our capacities 
of enjoyment ; conqueil ferves no purpofe but that 
of kindling ambition, difcovery has no effeft but of 
raifmg expe6kation ; the gratification of one defire 
encourages another ; ai^id ^£\.«c ^IV qmv labours, 
jfiifidJcs, and enquiries, -w^ ^xt <:wv\IvftNX'^'^ •ix'^ 



t%m^ didance lro|^ th^ l{oinplfR|Mi of ffQf Memes; 
We dill foipe ipUh ^npgrtuiHl^ ^ 6« (lli^di 9n4 
fbme f^pulty t^I^ ^ t^bid^l ^ wupt of it9 
enjoyment. 

The 4efire of ^y^k^gt^ tk^Vgb oiUil anima- 
ted by extfipfick ^i^ gdfCQt^lUi mi^rtih i^^t^ 
ou many occafiopa tp op^fgte witliout ful^gvfUn«<9 

tion to wiy otbei" j^^fjbi ; ^tfm fligr» to fee 

and hear, witl)ou| ipmi^o of vy;ferni|g Qpr obfen 
Ystiofis to a £urt^ end I vf f ffia^b f iMmtam for 
a profpeft of Ui^ pl^ I i^ nu tQ tiw ftmnd in 9 
ftormy that IKC nu^y cpBtmpbll» tbfl Hfdlfltioa of 
the water j wc n^og? 6^9^ ffkf Ml <Vlyf wpgh we 
prpfeft neither i^ff^tci^lM fHUT fcrpficilion ( we 
crob f|4» only tQ viw WlMiV ill iia|ledii(f8> oy 
i^a^gqifi^enee iq r^a^ s we aif cguaUf aUurcd by 
npvdity 9f (wery |dq<l, by « dffait «r e palace, » 
ca^t^^ Of a c^veniy hj'p^nff thi^g rede eed every 
tfeiqg ppliihf d, evfry thing yn«ll ml cfcry thing 

jitde i we iioi^% £ie e thfikfi^ but wiui fome 

tepnptadon to entfr it« ner fmerk ai| kMt flying 
before us but with an uidieetioe |o piirfut it. 

ThippafiiOQ is, perbepPt regvlerly heif^tened in 
proportion as the poww ^ w vmd vt devated 
^d fniargedt Liican ihoe^hn intvoduccs Cmbr 
fpealuQg with dignity fi|ilflble lo ibe jpundeur of 
lufl defigns fifid the p^Xfs^t gf bis capeeity» when be 
decj^une^ to tbe higfarfffieft of Egryplt that be has no, 
dcfirc equaUy pqw^g) witb tbit of iiading the 
^gtn of the Nile, 4i|d tb»t be wonid ^iiit i& the 
project of the civil war |er a Sgbt of tbofe foun- 
t^unn wlucti h94 been &) kmft cownki^^ ^"^ 
Jfofoer, wbea he would foxm&tlbit Sskxa ^V^ •*► 
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temptation, to which his hero, renowned For wit- 
dom, might yield without difgrace, makes them 
declare, that none ever departed from them but with 
^ncreafe of knowledge. 

There is, indeed, fcarce any kind of ideal ac- 
quirement which may not be applied to fome u(e, 
or which may not at leaft gratify pride with oc- 
caiional fuperiority ; but whoever attends the mo- 
tions of his own mind, will find, that upon the firft 
appearance of an objeft,or the firft ftart of a quef- 
tion, his inclination to a nearer view, or more ac- 
curate difcuflion, precedes all thoughts of profit, or 
of competition ; and that his defires take wing by 
inftantaneous impulfe, though their flight may be 
invigorated, or their efforts renewed, by fubfequent 
Conuderations. The gratification of curiofity 
rather frees us from UBeaiinefs than confers plea- 
fure ; we are more pained by ignorance than de- 
lighted by inflru^on. Curiofity is the tbirfl of 
the foul ; it inflames and torments us, and makes 
US tafte every thing vnth joy, however ptherwifc 
infipid, by which it may be quenched. 

It is evident that the earliefi fearchers after 
knowledge muil have propofed knowledge only as 
their reward $ and that Science, though perhaps 
the nurfling of Intereft, was the daughter of 
Curiofity : for who can believe that they who firfl 
watched the courfe of the flars, forefaw the ufe of 
their difcoveries to the facilitation of commerce, or 
the^ menfuration of time ? They were delighted 
with the fplendour of the nofturaal fkies, they 
ibi^nd that the lights changed their places ; what 

thev 
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they admired they were anxious to underlland, and 
in time traced their revolutions. 

There are, indeed, beings in the form of men, 
who appear fatisfied with their intelle£iual pofTef- 
flons, and feem to live without defire of enlarging 
their conceptions ; before whom the world pafles 
without notice, and who are equally unmoved by 
nature or by art. 

This negligence is fometimes only the temporary 
effedl of a predominant pallion ; a lover finds no in- 
clination to travel any path, but that which leads to 
the habitation of his miftrefs ; a trader can fpare 
little attention to common occurrences, when his 
fortune is endangered by a ftorm. It is frequently 
the confequence of a total immerfion in fenfuality : 
corporeal plcafures may be indulged till the memory 
of every other kind of happinefsis obliterated : the 
mind, long habituated to a lethargick and quicfcent 
date, is unwilling to wake to the toil of thinking ; 
and though (he may fometimes be difturbed by the 
obtrufion of new ideas, ilurinks back again to ignor- 
ance and reft. 

But indeed, if we except them to whom the con- 
tinual taflc of procuring the fupports of life denies 
all opportunities of deviation from their own nar- 
row track, the number of fuch as live without the 
ardour of enquiry is veiy (mall, though many con- 
tent themfelves with cheap amufements, and walle 
their hves in rcfcarches of lio importance. 

There is no fnare more dangerous to bufy and 
excurfive minds, than tlie cobwebs of petty iuo^vUv* 
tiveneisy which entangle them \\\ tm\A ^\tv^^vs^- 
meats and ziunutc Itudics, ?Lud dtX^^ \X\^\vv^^ 



tiiiAdk kAU, b^tWeeti the tediolirhefs of total iiiac* 
tivity, and the fatigtii of laborious effbrts, enchant 
ihettl at ^nce With eafe and novelty, and vitiate 
therti with iht btdly bf learning. The ncceffity 
df doiftg Wiethiilg/ and the fear of undertaking 
fnuch, nnks the hiftoriiin to a genealogift, the 
^hilofof^her to a joiirnalift of thfc weather, and the 
piathematician to a conftrujEler of dials. 

It i9 hapi>y when thofe who cannot conteot 
thehifelres to be idle, nor refolve to be indtrftnonsy 
itre at Icaft emploj'e<i Vtrithout injury to othen; 
but it feldom happens that we cstn contain our- 
fclv^ long ift a ndutrat date, or forbear to fink into 
Tice, when we are no Idtiger foaring towards rirtiic. 

Nugaculus was diftinguifhed in his earlier jrcars 
hy an uncommon livelincfs of imagination, quick- 
feefs of fagacity , and extent of knowledge. When 
Ire entered into life, ht appKed himfelf with par- 
ticular intjuifitivencfs tb examine the varions mo- 
tives of human aftions, the complicated influence 
of mingled affedlloh?, the different modifications of 
intcrett and ambition, and the various Caufes of 
mifearriage and foccefs both in publick and private 
Itffairs. 

Though his friends did not difcover to wBat 
^rpofe all thefe obfervations were collefted, or 
how Nugaculus would much improve his virtue or 
|iis fortune by an inceflant tittention to changes of 
countenance, burfis of inconfideration, fallies of 
{>affiQn, and all the other cafualties by which be 
nfed to trace a charafter, yet they coidd not deny 
the ftndy of human nature to be worthy of a wife 
ftuto I th6Y therefore fiattq^ his vanity, apfdand- 
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ed fait ^Scorrmi,. and Hftmed- wlcb fubmiffivc 
Booddly to hb k£fairiteoo thi ndbttftfteliity of in'* 
olkiatioii^ the wdduM&tlf rdHlAfUf sfwd the in(la« 
bilicy of temper^ til hk ttteoofiM ^f th« various 
mdtives whk^ ^^gitftte the mind, and hk tidicuU o^ 
the modem driAn 6f n-ndifig p^Aanu 

Such waft the firft mdte^ieflt tit Ntigiitulus to ^ 
dofe in^iedion into tint oondild of lAaAkitld. hoi 
htA no mteftvft in vkwv wd thtfcfcftfe fid dtfign of 
fiipphntatkm } be had Ao tnaleiNrihieei <ind there- 
fim detdEked fadtt irithont afiy i&Ufifion to expcfe 
them I but Uivh^ •neefettad fhtf dtt 6f engaging 
his attention upon others, ht had nd hieknatron td 
^ it badk to hnnielf» hut bai paffiid his time in 
keeping a watchful eVe opon tv rt 'yriihig charader, 
tsyt lived upon t (sOaU enate vrithtful ab]r though^ 
Af increafing it. 

He i8» bj continnd applicatiim^ beiUWie a general 
fnafter of iecret hifttstfi and.cUi give to account of 
the intrigues, jprinite marriaget, (toM>etitionsy and 
^itutgema, of half a century^. lie knows thd 
Inortgages upon every man's eftate^ the terms upo(i 
which every ^pettdttuift raifes hk mdneyi the re4 
and reputed fortune of ev«r^ htdy^ dus jointurd 
ftipuhtcd by every conttaft^ and tiK ezpediationa 
of every family from msuden aufhfs anddiiidlefs acw 
qnaintances. He ca|i rdate t^ie oboonoihy of every 
houfe, knows how imich te^iiian^i oelkr is robbed 
by his butler, and ihe land of another underlet by^ 
htt fteward ; he cain tell where the manor-houfe is 
filling, though l^e fums are yearly paid for i:^*^ 
pain I and where the tenants axt I'&^^'ig, h*^^^^ 
pA&jmt th« conijbnt of the owiuec* 
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To obtain all this intelligence, he is inadvertenttf 
guilty of a thoufand adls of treachery* He fees 
no man's fervant without draining him of his truft ; 
he enters no family without flattering the children 
into difcoveries ; he is a perpetual fpy upon the 
doors of his neighbours ; and knows by long ex- 
perience, at whatever diftance, the looks of a cre- 
ditor, a borrower, a lover, and a pimp. 

Nugaculus is not ill-natured, and therefore his 
induflry has not hitherto been very mifchievous to 
others, or dangerous to himfelf ; but iince he can- 
not enjoy this knowledge but by difcovering it, 
and, if he had no other motive to loquacity, is 
obliged to traffick like the chymifts, and purchafe 
one fecret with another ; he is every day more 
hated as he is more known ; for he is confidercd 
by great numbers as one that has their fame and 
their happinefs in his power, and no man can much 
love him of whom he lives in fear. 

Thus has an intention, innocent at firft, if not 
laudable, the intention of regulating his own beha- 
viour by the experience of others, by an accidental 
declenfion of minutenefs, betrayed Nugaculus, not 
only to a foolifh, but vicious wafte of a life which 
might have been honourably paffed in publick fer- 
vices or domeftick virtues. He has loft, his origi- 
nal intention, and given up his mind to employ* 
ments that engrofs, but do not improve it. 



Numb. 164* 
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Numb. 104. Saturday, March 16, 1751. 

^ Nihil ej} quod credere defe 

Nonfojpt' • JUVKNAL, 

None e'er rcjeds hyperboles of praifc. 

THE apparent infufBciency of every individual 
to his o^n happinefs or fafety, compels us 
to feek from one another afilftance and fupport. 
The neceflity of joint efforts for the execution of 
any great or extenfive defign, the variety of 
powers diifeminated in the fpccies, and the propor* 
tion between the defefts and excellencies of differ- 
ent perfons demand an interchange of help and 
comrnunication of intelligence, and by frequent re- 
ciprocations of bene(icence ynite mankind in fuciety 
and friendfhip. 

If it can be imagined that there ever was a time 
when the inhabitants of any country were in a ilate 
of equality, without diflin6iion of rank or peculi- 
^ty of poffeflions, it is reafonable to believe that 
every man was then loved in proportion as he could 
contribute by his flrength, or his fkill, to the fup- 
ply of natural wants ; there was then Httle room 
for peevifh diflike or capricious favour : the affec- 
tion admitted into the heart was rather eilecm 
than tendemefs ; and kindnefs was only purchafcd 
l>y benefits. But when by force or policy, by 
wifdom or by fortune, property and fupeiiority 
were introduced and eflabhfhcd, fo that many 
^cre condemned to labour for the fupport of a 

D d 2 ^^^ 
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few, then they whofe pofleflions fwelled above theif 
wants naturally laid out their fuperfluities upon 
pi f afure ; and thofe who could not gain friend- 
fhi > by necefTary offices end^voured to promote 
their intereft by luxurious gratifications, and to 
create need which they might be courted to 
flip ply. 

The defires of mankiqd are much more nu- 
merous than their attainments, and the capacity 
of imagination much larger than aftual enjoyment. 
Multitudes are therefore unfatisfied with their al- 
lotment ; and he that hopes to improre his con- 
dition by the favour of another, and either finds 
no room for the exertion of great quaHties, or per- 
ceives himfelf excelled by his rivals, will by other 
expedients endeavour to become agreeable where 
he cannot be important, and learn, %y degrees, to 
number the ari ofpleafing among the moft ufeful 
ftudies andmoft valuable acquifitions. 

This art, like others, is cultivated in proportion 
to its ufeful nefs, and will always flourifh moft 
where it is mod rewarded ; for this reafon we find 
it praftifed with great affiduity under abfolute 
governments, where honours and riches are in the 
hands of one man, whom all endeavour to propiti- 
ate, and who foon becomes fo much accuftomed 
to compliance and officioufnefs, as not eafily to find, 
in the mod delicate addrefs, that novelty which is 
necefTary to procure attention. 

It is difcovered by a very few experiments, that 
no man is much pleafed with a companion, who 
does not increaCe, in {ome. xeX^^Q^, \\\& CQixvdx^cCa of 
himfelf : and therefore, Yve tWv v<\^^^ x^x^« \n\A 
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led forwaird to profperity by the gentle hand of 
favour, than to force his way by labour and merit, 
muil consider with more care how to difplay his 
patron's excellencies than his own ; that whenever 
he approaches, he may fill the imagination with 
pleafing dreams, and chafe away difguft and wcari- 
uefs by a perpetual fucceffion of delightful images. 

This may, indeed, fometimes be effeded by 
turning the attention upon advantages which are 
really pofTeifed, or upon profpe^s which reafon 
fpreads before hope ; for whoever can deferve or 
require to be courted, has generally, either from 
nature or from fortune, gifts, which he may re- 
view with fatisfa^on, and of which whtn he is 
artfully recalled to the contemplation, he will feU 
dom be difpleafed. 

But thofe who have once degraded their under-. 
{landing to an application only to the pafHons, and 
who have learned to derive hope from any other 
fources than induftry and virtue, feldom retain 
dignity and magnanimity fufhcient to defend them 
againft the cobftant recurrence of temptation to 
falfehood. He that is too defirous to be loved, 
will foon learn to flatter, and when he has ex- 
ttaufled all the variations of honeil praife, and can 
delight no longer with the civility of truth, he will 
invent new topicks of panegyrick, and break out 
into raptures at virtues and beauties conferred by 
himfelf. 

The drudgeries of dependance would, indeed, 
be aggravated by hopeleiinefs of fuccefs, if no in- 
dulgence was allowed to ad\iU\iaii% Vvs. ^-^s- 
^iU obHinatefy conGjae his paUou XoVcax a^ n^'^ 
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commendations which he de&rv^, will £boa he 
forced to give way to others that regale him with 
more compafs of muiick. The greateft kumaa 
inrtuc bears no proportion to human vanity. Wc 
always think ourfelves better than we are, and are 
generally defirous that others fhould think us ftiB 
better than we think ourfelves. To praife us for 
a£kions or difpofitions^ which deferve praife, is not 
to confer a benefit, but to pay a tribute. We 
have always pretentions to fame, which, in our 
Qwn hearts, we know to be difpntable, and which 
we are defirous to ftrengthen by a new fuf&age ; 
we have always hopes which we fufpefl to he £air 
kcious, and of which we eagerly fnatch at every 
^nfirmation. 

It may indeed be proper to make the firft ap- 
proaches under the condudi of truth, and to fecuie 
oredit to future encomiums, by fuch praife as nuy 
be ratified by the confcience ; but the mind once 
habituated to the lufcioufnefs of eulogy, becomes, 
in a (hort time, nice and fafkidious, and like a 
vitiated palate, is inceffantly calling for higher 
gratifications. 

It is fcarcely credible to what degree difcem* 
ment may be dazzled by the mift of pride, and 
wifdom infatuated by the intoxication of fiattery ; 
or how low the genius may defcend by fucceffive 
gradations of ferviUty, and how fwiftly it may fall 
down the precipice of falfehood. No man can, ia« 
c^ed, obferve, without indignation, on what names 
both of ancient and modem times, the utmofl ex* 
uberance of praife has been lavifhed, and by what 
luuidfli it has been beftowed* It has never yet been 

foundi 
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found» that the tyraat, the plunderer, the oppref- 
for> the moft hateful of the hateful, the moft pro- 
^igate of the profligate, hvrt been denied any ce- 
lebrations which they were willing to purchafe, or 
that wickednefs and folly have not found correfpon'* 
dent flatterers through all their fubordinations, ex« 
cept when they have been afibciated with avarice 
or poverty, and have wanted either inclination or 
ability to hire a panegyriiL 

As there is no chan6ter fo deformed as to 
flight away from it the proftitutes of praife, there 
is no degree of encomiafUck veneration which pride 
has refufed. The emperors of Rome fuflered 
themfidves to be worfliipped in their lives with 
altars and facrifices ; and in an age more enlighc<< 
ened, the terms peculiar to the praife and worfhip 
of the Supreme Being, have been apphed to 
wretches whom it was the reproach of humanity 
to number among men ; and whom nothing but 
riches or power hindered thofe that read or wrote 
their deification, from hunting into the toils of 
juilice, as difturbers of the peace of nature. 

There are, indeed many among the poetical flat- 
terers, who muft be rcfigned to infamy without 
vindication, and whom we muft confefs to have de- 
ferted the caufe of virtue (or pay : they have 
committed aninft fiiB co&vi&ion, the crime of 
obliterating the diftin6Uou between good and evil, 
and inftead of oppofiog the CBcrwchments of vice, 
have iacked hcr progreft and celebrated her con- 
quefts. But thoK k ft bwer dab of fycophants, 
vrhofe undcrftandiog has noit maAft ^ts^ c-^:^';^^'^ 
ofeqaMlguUu Every maa^^i^^^ t:«c^8^'^^^'^*^ 
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roun<]ed with numbers, who hare no other rule <if 
thought or a^ion, than hit maxims and his con- 
dua ; whom the honour of being nuinhered 
hie uci{iiaiiitance, reconciles to aH bis vices and all 
Iiis ablurditieB ; and who eaAly perfuade them- 
L'lvcs to eftcem him, by whofe regard they coo-' 
fider ihemftlves as diiUnguiflicd and exalted. 

It is dangerous for mean minds to venture 
themfelves within the fphere of grcatneb. Stupi- 
dity is fuon blinded by the fplendour of weahh, 
and cowardice is eafily fettered in the fliacklcs of 
dependance. To folicit patronage is, at leall, in 
the event, to fet virtue to fale. None can be pleat- 
ed without praifc, and few can be praifed without 
wifehood ; few can be alGduous without fcrvilityi 
and none can be fei^ilc without ^oiiuptian. 
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Numb, 105. TtjESDAY, March 19, 1751- 

Jmpulfui ef ctffa magnaque tupiditu dufii. Ju v. 

Vain man rvne hea^ong, to caprice relignM ; 
Impell*d by paffion, and with folly blind. 

I WAS lately confidering, among other objc£l» 
of fpeculation, the new attempt of an umver/al 
reglfttr ; an office, in which every man may lodge 
an account of bis fuperfluities and wants, of what- 
ever he defires to purchafe or to fell. My imagina- 
tion foon prefented to me the latitude to which 
this dejign may be extended by integrity and in- 
4uftry, and the advantages which may bejuftly 
hoped from a general mart of intelligence, when 
once its ceputation (hall be fo eftabliHied, that 
neither reproach nor fraud (hall be feared from it ; 
when an application to it (hall not be cenfured as 
the laft refource of defperation, nor its informa** 
tions fufpeded as the fortuitous fugged ions of men 
obliged not to appear ignorant. A place where 
^very exuberance may. be difcharged, and every 
deficiency fupplied, where every lawful paffion may 
find its gratifications, and every honefl curiofity 
receive fatisfaAion, where the ftock of a nation, 
pecuniary and intellcdlual, may be brought to- 
gether, and where, all conditions of humanity may 
hope to find relief, pleafure, and accommodation, 
muft equally deferve the attention of the merchant 
and philofopher, of him who mingles in the tumult 

of 
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of bufincfs, and him who only lives to axnufe him- 
ft'lf with the various employments and purfuits of 
others. Nor will it be an uninftnifling fchool to 
the greatefl mafters of method and difpatch, if 
fuch multiplicity can be preferved from cmbar- 
raflment, and fuch tumult from inaccuracy. 

While I was concerting this fplendid proje^i 
and filling my thoughts with its regulation, itt 
convenienciesy its variety, and its confequences, I 
funk gradually into flumber ; but the fjame images, 
though lefs diflinA, flill continued to float upoi^ 
my fancy, I perceived myfelf -at the gate of an 
immenfe edifice, where innumerable multitudeai 
were paffing without ponfufion ; every face on 
which I fixed my eyes feemed fettled in the con- 
templation of fome important purpofe, and every 
foot was haftened by eagernefs and expedation. I 
followed the crowd without knowing whither I 
fliould be drawn, and remained a while in the un- 
pleafing flate of an idler, where all other beings 
were bufy giving place every moment to thofe who, 
had more importance in their looks. Afhamed ta 
Hand ignorant, and afraid to afk queflions, at laft 
I faw a lady fweeping by me, whom, by the 
quicknefs of her eyes, the agility of her (leps, and 
a mixture of levity and impatience, I knew to be 
my long loved protedlrefs Curiosity. ** Great 
" goddefs," faid I, " may thy votary be per-. 
" mitted to implore thy favour ; if thou haft been 
" my diredlrefs from the firfl dawn of reafon, if I 
<* have followed thee through the maze of Kft 
^' with invariable Me\il^, *\^ 1 Wt \3kwisA t^ 
'' everv new call, and qu\X.U^ ^x.\}U'^\sQeLa«.^\>K 
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'* fuit for another, if I have never (lopped at the 
" invitations of fortune, nor forgot thy autho- 
** rity in the bowers of pleafure inform me now 
*' whither chance has condu6led me/' 

** Thou art now, repUed the fmiling power, in 
*' the prefence of Justice, and of Truth, 
** whom the father of gods and men has fent down 
f to regifter the demands and pretentions of man- 
*^ kind, that the world may at laft be reduced to 
order, and that none may complain hereafter 
of being doomed to tafks for which they are un- 
qualified, or pofTelling faculties for which they 
** cannot find employment, or virtues that languiih 
** unoblerved for want of opportunities to exert 
them, of being encumbered with fuperfluities 
which they would willingly refign, or of wall- 
** ing away in defires which ought to be fatisiied. 
** Justice is now to examine every man's wifhes, 
** and Truth is to record them ; let us ap- 
** proach, and obferve the progrefs of this great 
<* tranfadion." 

She then moved forward, and Truth, who 
knew her among the raoft faithful of her followers, 
beckoned her to advance, till we were placi d near 
the feat of Justice. The firft who required the 
afliilance of the office, came forward mth a How 
pace, and tumour of dignity, and ihaking a 
weighty purfe in his hand, demanded to be rcgil- 
tered byTRUTH,as the M^cenas of the prefent 
age, the chief encourager of literary merit, to 
wliom men of learning and wit might apply in any 
exigence or diftrefs with ctcXamt^ vA W^'^'sw^ 
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Justice very mildly enquired, whether he had 
ciilciilated tlie expence of fuch a declaration ? 
whether he liad been informed what number of 
petit ioncTs would fwarm about him ? whether he 
coiiM diilinguiili idleiieis and negligence from ca- 
lamity, olltiitation from knowledge^ or vivacity 
from wit ? To thtfe queftions hf feemed not well 
provided with a reply, but repeated bis defire to 
uc rL'cordt'd as a patron. Justice then offered 
to rcgiftcr his propofal on thtfe conditions, that he 1 
fl^( ■ 1(] never fnfFer liimfelf to be flattered ; that he 
fl;i>uld never dtlay ar audience v^hen he had no- 
thing tu do ; and that he fhould never encourage 
followers without intending to reward them. 
Tlicfe terms were too hard lo be accepted ; for 
what, faid he, is the end of patronage, but the 
plealure of reading dedications, holding multitudes 
in iiifpcnct, Jnid ei.joying their hopes, their fcarr, 
and their ar.x-cty, fiattcriug them to alfiduity, and, 
at Lilt, (liinrirmg them for impatience ! Justicu 
htiivd his ccnicffion, and ordered his name to be 
polled upon tlie gate among cheats and robbers, 
and piiblick nuiiances, which all v/ere by that 
notice warned to avoid. 

A}iolher required to be made known as the dif- 
covcrtr of a new art of ednealion, by which lan- 
guriges and fciences might be taught lo all capaci- 
ties -ind all inclinations, without fear of punifhment, 
pain of confinement, lofs of any part of the gay 
mien of ignorance, or any obftrudlion of the neceff 
fary progrtis in drefs, dancing, or cards. 
JuiTicu and Th^vjt h did xvvA uo\x\A«. iVna^ ^reat 
adept with many enquixk^", Vux.^^^vs^'i^^^'*^^^'^ 
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awkward, and bis lj)e6cli barbarous^ ordered him 
to be regiftered as a tatt fellow who wanted em-» 
ploymenty and might ferve in any poft where the • 
knowledge of reading and writing was not required, 

A man of a very graye and philofophick afpeft, 
required notice to be given of his intention to fet 
out a certain days on a fnbmarine voyage, and of 
his willingnefs to take in paffengers for no more 
than double the price at which they might fail 
above water. His deiire was granted, and he re- 
. tired to a convenient ftandf in expedation of filling 
his ihip, and growing rich in a fhort time by the 
fecrecy, ikfety, and expediticm of the paflage. 

Another defired to advertife the curious, that he 
had, for the advancement of true knowledge, con- 
trived an optical infbrument, by which thofe who 
laid out their induftiy op mfffiprials of the changes 
of the wind, might obierve the diredion of the 
weathercocks on the hither fide of the lunar world. 

Another wifhed to be known as the author of 
an invention, by which citi^ pr kingdoms might 
be made warm in winter by a fingle fire, a kettle, 
and pipe. Another had a vehicle by which a man 
might bid defiance to floods, and continue floating 
in an inundaition, without pny inconvenience, till 
the water {hould fiibfide. JysTiCB confidered 
thefe projeds as of no importance but to their 
authors, and therefore fcarcdy condefcended to 
examine them ; but Truth refuiied to admit them 
into the regifter. 

Twenty different pretenders came in one hour 
to giYc Dotice o£ an univerlal mt^coie^ Vj ^«^K^K|]^ 
all difeafes nugbt be cured or vKC^«i\Jt^^ ^^\^\^^ 
Vol. II. E. c Y^*^^^"^ 
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jprotraftcd beyond the age of Nestor. But 
Justice informed them, that one uniYerfal mcdi* 
cine was fufficient, ^and (he would delay the noti- 
fication till (lie (aw who could longeft preferve hit 
own life. 

A thoufand other claims and offers were exhi- 
bited and examined. I remarked^ amc^jg this 
mig' ty multitude^ that, of intelle£^ual advantages 
many had great exuberance, and few confe(rcd any 
want ; of every art there were a hundred profefTors 
for a (ingle pupil ; but of other attainments, fuch 
as riches, honours, and preferments, I found none 
that had too much, but thoufands and ten thou- 
fands that thought themfelves intitled to a larger 
dividend. 

It often happened, that old mifers, and women, 
married at the clofe of life, advertifed their want 
of children ; nor wad it uncommon for thofe who 
had a numerous offspring, to give notice of a fon 
or daughter to be fpared ; but though appearances 
promifed well on both (ides, the bargain feldom 
fucceeded ; for they foon loft their inclination to 
adopted children, and proclaimed their intentions 
to promote fome fcheme of public charity : a 
thoufand propofals were immediately made, among 
which they hefitatcd, till death precluded the 
decifion. 

As I (lood looking on this fcene of confufion^ 
Truth condefcended to a(k me, what was my bufi- 
nefs at the office il was ftruck with the unexpected 
queflion^ and awaked by my efforts to anfwer it. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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